- W

i'

bl

“RESULTS of last two
censuses were fudged,
says expert”, read the
headline of a Dawn news
item of July 3. Did we all
not know this? Did we
need an ‘expert’ to tell us?

For yiears on end, statistics had
it that we were a nation of 140
million strong (or weak, depend-
ing on how one looks ot it), then
the Election Commission came
up with the figure of 148 million,
and Wapda which tries unsuc-
cessfully o supply power, counts
us at 158 million,

Raeliabhle NGOs who can show
how they estimate, say we are in
the region of 160 million. They
geok anonymity: “.. for after all
we have to deal with the ministry
concorned...”. They calculate
that in Pakistan 10 babies are
born sach minute, 600 each hour,
14,400 each doy, equalling 53
milllon ench year. Estimating
that some halfl n million die
before reaching the age of five,
we need 160,000 elementary

Irng. If cur men can help save
Iraqi lives, why not 7 He will also

friends to our name, should we

ineffective and untrustworthy
and inflict on us & govermment
that in eight months has proven
that it is incapable of, or uvnwill:

level, thereby tacitly admitting

“Ignorance — a powerful
By Ardeshir Cowasjee Eﬂh"

what we all know — that it does
exists at the lower levels (and is
in fact out of control).

it 15, his sins of omistion cutnmm-
ber those of commission. Law
and order may well have margin-
ally improved over the three
years during which he and his
half-a-million strong army led the
nation up to an election thrust on
him by his Supreme Court, but it
remains far from whart it should
be, considering that the mainte-
nance of law and order is the sole
field of governance in which the
armed forces can claim compe-
tence. He failed to deal with the
many iniquitous laws thoar dis
eriminate against, and dishonour,
the minority communities

The general had his chance
with the blusphemy laws, but
chose to play safe, pandered to
the religious right, and left them
intnct to be abused and misused
with impunity. A great champion
of promoting women in public
life, he failed 1o touch the many
lows under which millions of
women of this counoy suffer
untold misery. He ignored one of
the two greatest ills with which
this country is afflicted — boom-
ing population growth, which
failed to even figpure in his
scheme of things — and on the
education front, the second of the
ing it to a team which never real-
Iy got off the ground and which in
the space of three vears has
made no difference 1o the illiver.
ale MAasses.

Passionate about his prassroots
development and devolution
schemes, Musharraf failed to
realize that the first thing that
must be tackled right from the
grassrogrs level is the mass com-
which will lead them o under-
stand ‘the importance of populs-
tion conirel 1o their own welfars
and wellbeing. They must be
taught that they cannot compets
with rabbats

For the local govermmments to
even function, surely the people
they serve must be educated 5o
that thev at least have a mod-

e

schools? There 110 lossen-
ing of poverty without the spread
of education — illiteracy and
ignorance and over-population
are the prime promaters of desti-
tution and :

After the space of over half o
m-“wlh‘ﬂﬂlbttﬂl-
ing the British Raj for our inepti-
tude, sloth, inabilities and cor

rather than being thank-
ful to it for ar least having left to
us institutions and infrastroc.
tures on which to bufld That we
failed o do chis, that we squan

weapon
Aucebis-

icum of understanding about the

Ot

Shame on us

Hamida Khuhro, in ber biogra |

phy of her father, Mohammad
Ayub Khuhro, tells a fine story,
about Collector Abbot of !

dars donations and set up one of
the

Today's equivalent of the dis-
trict collector would no more
contemplate the establishment
of a school than he would & ip to
Mars. Were a school 1o exist in
his district, he would be far more
prons tm grabhing the building,
dispersing the children and
teachers, drawing up a list ‘of

thing desired by the feudals and

- the mullah fraternity, both

prominently represented in
Musharraf®s government, is mass
education, for they are well
aware that the wane of illiteracy
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would cut them to size. The
:mwdlnrmunr_bcntbarhnnd,
chools in all, the cantonments,
f the army, navy wir force
i ble. The ¢
Tmipmthdrnmds.h‘:inw.ﬂﬂ:
would expect-
ﬁmm’m mdhimm;oﬁ
sheir bit for the ty
their bit for uwu-i"lm“ﬂ.
nﬂhrjphnhr_hdehﬂltnﬁn;ﬂht-

sracy. They did not, and it ls ger-

tiin that the government now in
place will not:

Population control and educa:
tiom, with numbers such as oure,
must go hand in hand, both sgor-
ously applied, although, of
course lteracy goes far in suc-
cessfully controlling & galloping
population growth. This is easily
evitlenced in Bangladesh, which
from day one concentrated on
the aducation of its wemen and
in just over thirty years It has
almost Halved its population
growth rato.



