Longer selection
process of
teachers,
affordable fees,
periodical
revision of
curriculum and

research
promotion are ootonsent of
wali z
‘some of the < v tyend
tlon in the wni-
recommenda- i g
Institute of Hioihem;:ry bt
ttons ina Elullchnulay of Punjab
seminar on oy achirs hetidne i
. . the seminar was held at the
unwersrty hﬂ'lmrﬂf Gwermr’héruah as
ducaton | B
Implementation of Model

Universities Ordinance (MUO).

The seminar aimed at
encompassing the views of a
university that boasts of more
than 21,000 students and
wround 500 faculty members in
2 small suditorium that could
house only 152 people to be
precise

Moreover, the participants
were not sehected 5t random bt
after strict scrutiny. None of
them were encouraged Lo por-
tcipate with & nole of dissent
that oould cause displeasure to
the government. The rehearsal
of the semingr was held for two
consecutive days prior to the
actus! semingr in which the par-
ticipants were made to go
through an ordea! ahout what to
say and what to svoid during
the actral . The par-
ticipants slso included vice-
chancellors of public and pri-
vate sector universities along
with lesding educationists.

It added more o the con-

By Awals Saleem

cerns of participants when none
of them was given more than =
couple of minutes to speak on
the sensitive topic that was con-
sidered by many as a futile exer-
cise. The focus was more on
l endorsing the designs of the
govern-
: ment
education g
lstening to
the point
of view of
the stake-holders in educstion
sector, the faculty members of
gl i the mh'u'lh‘ﬂ! on mfﬂth
g T of anonymity. They (eared the
; government would take tife
vigws of minority as that of
majority to justify the imple-

mentation of MU0,
Despite all the criticism, the
seminar went ahead a8 sched-
| wed. There were four sessons;
| on teachers, curriculum, stu-
dents and making the environ-
ment conducive o learning in

universities

The meport on teachers ses
sion demanded their say in'decl-
slon-making al government
level. It calied for a national
approach towards education
and pointed out the dispropor-
tionate ratio of universities,
teachers and students. The
report was prepared by Ghalib
Mazhmood of Center for
Scences

The report stressed upon a
more strenuous and longer
selection process of teachers
where their suitability to the

profession should be judged
during a period of 2-3 years. [t
sugested Yo appoint them as
teaching assistant or research
scholar The teacher employed
should have command over the
subject, effective communicas

tion widll and ability to respond _

to the questions hesides ‘right
kind of putijughe’ for the job.
Tearhers'from ulher universities
af the warld ghould be {nvited
through link programmes and
extension in their jobs should be
subject to efficiency

The recommendation
stressed on higher salary pack-
ages for public sector university
teachers commensurate with
private sector. It laid stress an
recognising the work of teach-
ers’in monetary terms Lo let
them focus on their jobs. [t also
implled pre-service and in-ser-
vice tralning along with training
before promotion to higher
grade with regular feed-back of
soch training programmes.
Regarding performance evalua-
ton of teachers, It was recom-
mendad that it should be mainly
linked with research work while
taking into account students
opinion as well

The discussion on students
was n five components Includ-

ing admission, learning proces,
incentives and fee structures
discipline and thelr personality
bullding in universities, The
report on this sesston wis pris
sented by Dr Ashfag Ahmed df
Punjab University Law College.

The recommendations g
included admissions on 8
d.m:l‘?d mrelmnuwe Lesty:
and mart divhy with m::ju
specific Interview monitone
the Institutinns themselves a
external agencies. Transparency
in admission on reserved seald
and megsures to attret foreln
students through proper advers
tserment on website wore alas
stressed,

The report sald the partick
pants suggested the need ts
encourge student particlpation
in learning process anl
enhanced use of information
technology with continuous
ihvolvement of #tudents
throughout the year through al
available means like projects
and presentations. To increasd
confidence level of studenpts If
was suggested to give them
opportunities as teacher assis-
tants and encourage research,
Suggestions were aired about
negative marking for low atten
dance, misbehaviour and iow
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