'+, Ignoring the ob

£ feels 4 bit stale to have to keep repeating
the obvions, but when the ones in power
refuse to listen, repesition is the option left to
the critic. For anvone concerned with devel-
apment planning of the country, education 1s one
such issue, The arguments for investing in educa-
tign are so obvioos, but educition contimies o be
sitch an ignored area in the planning of all Pak-
jstani governments, including the current one,
that one is foreed Lo restate the obwvicus st the cost
of being repetitive. -4
%{itmﬁ any nation need to invest in educa-
tjon? Wha is the current governmenil doing about
educalion? Whiat can tie done to facilitate the
spread of education in the country? These are the
three important questions that fieed to be an-
swered if any sound development plan is to be pre-
pared. The answer to the first question is critical
because i1 is Surprising to see the number of peo-
ple who still question the need for Universal pri-
mary education. There are three main arguments

for iL: education is important [or economic
owth, [or establishing useful norms in society
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mary and secondary education followed by tech-
nical training. Starting with low technology prod-
iicts exports, these econormies fiave now moved

vious

for most of them securing these positions has
proved to be an end in iiself rather than the be-
ginning of the real struggle to bring about a

TE-LH.:. it 15 not easy to reform and change things
and built new systems: But, elearly it is not im-
possible either. Much can be done. But, it requires
hard work, dedication and above all political will
The last aspect 15 the most crucial one; Lack of po-
litical will has been the critical barrier ta the

i5 Tollowing in their footsteps. It 1s right now con-
centrating on fow technological goods bul is ex-
panding into higher ones. Chinese products rang-
ing from hair clips to clothes and bags are
flnoding the markets from Pakistan to US. China
again is & country that has invested massively in
education.

inito exporting higher technology goods as they
manpower. China

pért from economic reasans, education is
Amum;imlmmgﬁe_fyl nOFmS It s6¢i-

iy Schools are children can
be taught not jost to read and write but-where they
can be instilled with values that a society desires.
Hasic hygiene and health education, gender roles,
environment education, ever traffic sense, ill are

| skilled as then that country is in a position to
compete in the infernational market by producing

. ity geods with very cheap labour cost Multi
nationals also like to engage this educated and
skilled labour in developing countries as it Is
much cheaper than the labour in the western
countries. However, evpn very simple jobs require
certatn level of education, be it to follow direc-
toils, ensure specific measurements, ete. A coun-
try where sixty percent of peaple are illiterate
cannot hope to win many contraets from these in-
{frnational companies, forget about developing
EHWPI'FEE‘_EF_T.I:EE_E@EE\W%_‘ML.E iness. To begin
wigh, fust to build any contact with the outside
world requires education and ability Lo use mod-
dFfi communication technology.
" Elast Aslan countries have been able to ensure
dramatic rise in their standard of fiving over the
past three decades. They iivested heavily in pri-

issues Lhal are e
well planned education programme can cafer to
ismues. T P

But, above all, besides its economic and soclal
benefits, education has an intrinsic vahie. TETael-
ifates intellectual and spiritual growih. “Tara”
(read) was the first wo Tod sent to Prophet
Mohammad (PEUH). But, for the current govern-
ment, a8 well as the previous governments, edu-
cation remains a non-issue. Once in a while lip ser-
vice is paid to it at one conference or the other bat
it has no place in active reform agenda of the gov-
armment,

The answer, therefore, to the question of what
the present government is doing about education
in very bleak. There is not even a clear cut re-
form strategy presented by the Ministry of Edu-
cation under the current leadership. There is just
nothing happening. Ironically, it is also one of the
areas where most of the NGO crowd is holding
positions as ministers or advisors. Bui, clearly,

ol education (n Pekistan. The reason s sim-
ple: it suits both military generals as well s the
fendal lords who sit in our parliament to keep the
masses uneducated. Education brings awareness
and knowledge about rights and confidence to de-
mand them, Neither the military generals who
form governments through legitimate coups or
the politicians want that to happen. Otherwise, ed-
ucation today will be on top of the reform agenda
in Pakistan, being the key preoccupation of the
chief executive of the country.

If General Musharraf's government is sincere
in spreading education, Pakistan’s state of educa-
tion can change dramatically. Resourees in terms
of money as well as manpower can be raised. In-
ternationally, education is top priority of most
western donors as well as international NGOs;
who can provide both money and technical train-
ing. Domestically, the issue of education is close
to the heart of most of the middle class Pakistanis,
and many Pakistants, from established business-
men to college students, will be willing to con-
tribuite time and money to help in the spread of ed-
ucation.

But, this potential has to be unleashed and that
can anly be done by the state. The top executive of
the country has to be committed to the idea of ed-
ueating the nation, and start a massive mobiliss-
tion campaign, which includes use of both print
and electronic media, besides attracting the best
of people to the Ministry of Education to chalk out
a plan of action. Current system has to be im-
proved and strengthened plus new ideas have to
be explored and new means of providing good
quality cost effective education developed. In this
respect experiences from other countries can
prove very useful. There is so much to'do and so
much that can be done.




