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e the light of some obscure and ill-for
mulated ohjecrives,

- The policy makers and their

e  patron-ministers have not under-

- stood that education is not about ide-

ministry of education uses as its
bible, not anly talks about ‘citizen-
ship in community, country and
world”, about Sdeslogical foundation
of Pakistan’, and so forth; but whan

nal curriculum goals

culum Goals' as outlined in the “Curriculum Document Primary Education, class-
rated and subject based' (published by the National Bureay of Curriculim and
savernment of Pakistan, 1995), ]

education curmrculum BV are:

and development of-the child.

tizenship in community, country and world.

ent of the child which mchudes litbracy in languages, numeracy inmathematics,
g in social studies, and inculeating values in Islamiat.

it to the needs of the child.

=tucation curriculum K-V are to develop in the child:
ing kmowledge of Ielamic values and by encouraging their ise in thought and

Al foundations of Pakdstan and to encourage patrictism and love for country and

method and development of a range of hase skills and relevant content,
, their use and conserviation.
jent and the intéraction among the humsan population, plant and animals; and

-and cultural sctivities and festivals of all communities,

-and the need for hygiene and sanitation.

mdence of the Family and the community ind their functioning,
ammiication and transport as essental slempnts i dévelspment.
i in plovsical acrivities. ]

e learning to become productive members of sociery. \

ology and patriotism, but about
intellectual stimulation, free
inquiry, cognitive and emotional

it.does talk about, for example,
‘intellectual development of the
child', it does not explain how this s

development, and the sheer joy. of
learning. The ‘National Curriculum
Goals' (see shaded box), which the

to come abour. Thar only lip service
is paid te objectives like ‘intellectual
development’ is evident from the

=

fact that the texthooks written under

the close supervision of the mirnistry
of education (through the curricu-
lum wing), and prescribed in all goy-
ernment-run schools, do anything
bur facilitate free inquiry and intel-
lectual development.

Unfortunately, rather than being
left to the professionals;, education
policies have become the responsi-
bility of section officers: The policy-
makers in the government have got
themselves caught up in the vicious
circle of a certain rhetoric and a
medieval mind ser. A look at any
government school. at the teaching
method in these schools and at the
textbooks used by them gives a good
indication of just how far remeved
from reality are those who run the
ministry of education. They seem to
have no idea of the educational
needs of young children today and of
the professional compulsions of man-
aging schools.

In the background of this obsolete
way of thinking and questionahle
premises, the publication of the
Nattonal Curriculum 2000 — A
Conceptual Framework was 2 refresh-
ing departure. Apart from shifting
the focus from sermons and indoctri
nation {‘ideclogical foundation of
Pakisran’, ‘patriotism’, ‘love for
country and mankind'), the Mational
Currtculum 2000 focuses on the COgE-
nitive development of the child
through such modern and profas-
slonally sound concepts as cognitve
and emotional development. New
concepts such as ‘intellectual anton-
oy’ of the child and less is mare’,
are introduced in order to move
away from rote learning and encour-
age curiosity, initiarive and the
development of analvtical skifls,

The concepts outlined in the
Nattonal Curriculum 2000 were then
translared into textboolks, Seviral
schools of Karachi got togethar and,
se far, have developed and printed
comprehensive textbooks for classes

I o L. Work on class TV textbooks
is underway, Khel khilonoy for class
L Meray dost for II and Sharartain
for class 111, with their interesting
text and colourful illustrations,
along with their teachers guides, are
being used in several alite schonls,
as well a5 in low-fee schools and 4
government schools, These new text
books ore & happy beginning in
terms of showing how a programme
of studies for the primary Tevel s 1o
be built on the basis of cognitive
development and an enjovable
learning process, )

The document is divided inte two
parts. The firse part, the ‘Context,
deals briefly with ‘Global context?,
‘Changing profile of education’, and
the ‘Paldstan context’. The second
part, called ‘Conceptual framework
of the learning process’, is divided
into three broad categories:
‘Objectives’; "Premise: How children
learn’; and ‘Method',

In the learning process, the objec
tives are cognitive development,
emotional development, social
development and spiritual develop-
ment of the child. The premise of the
learning process is to give the child
intellecrual antonomy, facilitate
histher innate compulsicn to learn,
and the development of COncapts
through the child’s immediare con-
text. And, the method for doing this
is integrated learning, the ‘less is
more' or learning how to learn way,
and an analysiz oriented examina.
tion system,

For the first time, this document
spells out the obhjectives of leaming
within a medern context. It is hoped
that this docoment will serve as a
starting point towards making our
sthools meaningful learning places,
and will receive the aftenton of the
decision makers in the education
ministry so that a beginning is made
in terms of reforming the educarion
sector and putting it in line with the
demands of modern tHmes, B



