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3 1 wrote in & previoes col-
umn while the military gov-
ernment may have done
some good things - credible

macro-economic performance and

| enhanced political representation for

wimen — there is much to be un-
happy about the way it launched the
aff-trumpeted “true” and “genuine”
democracy, Manipulation, rigging
and use of defectinn characterized
the elections and the formation of

| governments at the centre and in

somi: of the provinces: Pakistan wit-
nessed the rare.sight of 2 prime min-
pater literally running around, per-
suading and picking up supporiers
(in offickal transport - one wonders if

| he lator charged TA and DA for these

trips) 1o steengthen his position in
it Naiohial Assenily it thevlec-
{fms O v ian hidstl OE it Seate
(self-appointed), continies wearing
a military uniform giving clear sig-
nals who the real “chief-executive” is,
All the weighty matters remain the
preserve of the military-president —
holding talks with the visiting lranian

leader, going to Moscow to break

new diplomatic ground or to attend
the coming NAM conference in Kuala
Lumpur, while the dubious chores
surhas the sojomm in the Gulfl states

! are entrusted to the prime minister.

After loring defectors and adding
to the pro-government nombers in
the legislative assembly, Mr Jamali’s
mejor precccupation has been to im-
provise dramatic measures to win
popualar support. Hs. & billion for
millions of the poor, a small raise in
the intepest percentage for pension-
ers savings upto & deposit of
150,000 bevond which they will be
paying withholding tax;, etc. There
are similar dramatic announcements
at the provincial levels: No fees (Rs
12 for students upto matric level in
government sclionls while parents
will continue to pay for hooks, uni-
formesanid a lot of extra charges. Pri-
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vate schools will continue to. charge

. exorbitant {ees.

No signs of grappling with the
crueial issue of widespread illiteracy
{ Pakistan remains al the lowest rung
nf the international literacy ladder).
Two out of every three Pakistanis in
this day and age in the rural areas
cannot read and write. Al the fag-end
of more than three years of the mili-
tary regine because of commitments
at the World Education Forum, goy-
ernment did prepare a national adult
literzey plan. Our noble federal edu-
cation minister keeps talking aboul

erformance

of employment, can only be imag-
ined considering the lrreparable
damage already done by the pervi-
ous government.

Much-is being written in the na-
tional Press about the new-fangled
NRB-cooked district administration
system. This was hailed asa major
achievement of the military regime.
Elections spread over months held,
in stages, with military stewards
seripulously identifying Nazims and
DO0s and monitoring their indoction
and orentstion 1o boost democracy
at the grass roots level, yielded the

No signs of grappling with the crucial issue of
widespread illiteracy (Pakistan remains at the lowest
rung of the international literacy ladder),

Two out of every three Pakistanis in this day
and dge in the rural aréas cannot fead and write, At the
fag-end of more than three years of the military regime
because of commitments at the World Education Forum,
government did prepare a national adult literacy plan

Itand ather edueational reforms. But
hardly any fne, she or the famous

Jhead of the national huntan develop-

ment commission, leave aside the
provincial education czars, has any
clear iden of what exactly is golng on
by way of implementation, at the dis-
trict anc sub district fevels. All the
burden of this complex and difficult
task has been thrown on the unmaoti-
vated district literacy officers. One
doubts if Mr Jamali is even aware of
the national iterzey plan and about
hundreds of crores of rupees to be
spenl on its implementation?,
Another achievement of the new
government is to take away the re-
cruitment of officials of grade | Lo
15 from the Public Service Commis-
sions. What Havoe it will cause to the
civil services with the discretionary
induction of thousand of new pe-
cruits, by-passing merit, in the name

new Nazimate set-up, Provinetal ad-
vice and protestations were disre-
garded and military-administration
governors charged with the task of
enisuring success. Army monilors
kept keeping Nazims on track, The
politicians now have Lo contend with
this dispensation hatched by the mil-
ftary command, Mr Jamali wants
MHNAs and OMs; MPAs 1o be kept
happy by with large doles to exercise
patronzge at the local levels in the
constituencies they come from. But
the Nazimate system is an obstacle
in the way. So the matter had to be
disenssed in the central cabinet and
a way found to work out an sp-
proach which includes speeial moni-
tors appointed by the central gov-
ermment,

The Nazimate system, on other
counts too, is, showing signs of
strain and siress. To bolster it,

provincial governments (on advice)
are amending the local government
legislation to debar the moving of
any no-confidence resolution in the
local assemblies. (how very demio-
cratic). Poor Nazims replacing the
doputy commissioner/districl magis-
trates have little authority in matters
relating to “law and order”. “Law and
order” is deteriorating despite en-
hancement of powers of the police
under a new law {(another signal con-
tribution of the military regime).
Imagine the head of & department
exercising powers of the provincial
government {home secretary and the
clief mintster in this case) with the
government abdicating its authority
and responsibility. The other day a
provineial minister was forced to
hand over his car in Lahore to mis-
creants. A somewhat stmilar incident
involving a Sindh minister was re-
portedin Kardchl. The Punjab law
mingster % reported to have in-
formed the Punjab assembly that 87
people died in 69 bomb blasts dur-
ing the last 4 years, that culprits in
49 of these have remained untrace-
able while 20 accused in 13 blasts
were being prosecuted, The national
Press keeps writing about the poor
performance of the police,

I is time the Jamali government
realises that gimmickry and viclation
of the time-honoured principles and
practices of good administration will
only weaken the position of politi-
cians as the military may only he
waiting in the wings to take over
again because of civilian failure to
tanage affairs satisfactorly. Even il
it does not take over it will increas-
ingly throw its weight around to run
affairs with remote control because
of political government’s inadequa-
cies and poor performance.

Will the Prime Minister begin to
review his government's approach to
administrative matters and seriously
address such all-important issues as
security of the citizen and education
instead of resorting to cheap shots to
win 2 little momentary popularity,
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