On saffronizs

Exponents of Hindutva usually believe that theirs is

-
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. HE 'term “saffroniza-
U tion, of education’
* appears to denote a
fairly [innocuous, if
dibioiis process. Trisin
B fact both a treacherous
and frivalous response to a grave cul-
tural ¢nsis, & kind of responss thar is
typical of fascism, and fascists have
made thé most of radical impotence,
Democrats with an inadequate sense
af story, and leftists and rfadicals
whose smugnessis-criminal in the
light of their own historical conscions
ness, read 1n it 8 sillv and disgraceful
exercise, something like one of the
numerous outcrop of ersatz Hindo
cults of the moment. They fail 1o see
that it is a combination of a confident
appeal to 8 brutalized mass con-
seiousness and a coercive impasition
of 3 dogmatic view of national history
and cultirs,

When the BJF, backed by the
Sangh Parivar, detected slors on com-
munities like the Sikhs and the Jains
in the impugned history textbooks of
the NCERT, Congress stalwares like
A K Anthony and Digvijay Singh also
murmured their assent to thar read-
ing, oblivious of the fact that those
history textbooks (e.g. thoze by
Romilla Thapar and Bipan Chandra,
a5 well @z those by Arjun Dev) had
been written and approved during
long vears of Congress rule in the
centre. Evidently there is now a
change in the climate of opimion
which makes critical references o
traditdons of different indigenous reli-
gion acts taboo, The change indicates
far more than a ' turn towards pop-
ulism, To put it bluntly, there iz a con-
fusion between legitimate pride in
one's heritage and an oversensitive,
indeed agpressive, attitude towards
any critical interrogation of that her
Ttage.

It is common to assume that such
symptoms are passing whims and
fads of thase who occupy positions of
powear. On.the.contrary, when the
Babri Masjid was turned into a heap
of rubble, two of the most éminent
and hard-hitting intellectoals among
westernized orientals, Nirad C
Choudhurt and V 8§ Naipaul, well
kmown for their pugnacious admira-
tion for the west, hailed the bar-
barous act @5 a vindication of a dis-
honoured culture. In this view at least
there 15 no difference bétween the
diehard saffron brigade and the most
intransigent pro-western elements.
What is the secret behind this incred.
ible alliance?

1 8 Rajpur, director of the NCERT,
in an affidavit before the Suprems
Court, as well ‘as in a circular letter
introducing a new curricular frame-
wark for schools, affirms that the old
and superseded framewerk had erred
by overstressing a secular outlook
and neglecting the spirtusl heritags
of the country. That balance was to
be restored by introducing value edu-
cation, and since values according fo
him are sanctioned by religion, ulti-
mately religious education. Sueh
views are not exceptonal. Sometimes
Mahatma Gandhi, Radhakrishman,
and other leaders of both the political
and the cultural awakening of India
before independence appear to speak
in the same yein, But the disturbing
new rend is a narrow, bigoted. veri-
son of ‘Spiritual Value', leaning
explicitly on the Hindu heritage:

It 15 pertinent to mention here that
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Munshi, the orthodex Hindu lesder,
categorically insisted on inclusion of
the Christan's right to proselyrize;

Saffronization of education is part
of a farreaching agenda to reverse
such historic rends. And it actually
harks back to the period of turmoil to
which the secularism of the
Constitntion had been an answer, As
if the road not taken theén dgain faces
the: nanion at a point to wihich it has
returned in the course of its wander-
ings-

Henes, the kind of spirital edica-
tion. envisaged in the new corricular
framework of NCERT is quite con-
trary to the spirit of the Constitution.
The director of the NCERT in & press
handout mentioned the inherent
“higotry and dogmatizm™ of YSemite
creeds” (read Islim and
Christianity) as against the broad
putlook of Hinduism No doubt
the spiritusl education of the new
curriculum would also carefully
introduce our young people to
this nugget of wisdom,

However, the problem is not
simply that of historical régres-
sion. There may be some continu-
ity in history, but never pure
regression. What appears to be
purely regressive is also deter:
mined in some way: by larger con-
Emporary deyelopment,
Neccolonialism today requires of
its suecess the prevalence of feu-
dal or semi-fendal ideas and prac-
tices, Howevear; such elements,
being out of step with the pres-
ent, and failing to answer the
genuing needs of the present, are
bound to be overlaid with delib-
erate fali-hypnosis, irrationality
and savagery.

In any caze it s an oversimplifi-
cation to say that itis only a ques-
tinn of reactionary revival and
regression, The ideology that hias
hypnotized the masses drawn by
the saffron brigade had its gene-
=i inearly coloninl times during
the ¢olonial transfermation of
Indian sociery, the introduction
of modernity under colonial aus-
pices. In'is this form of modornity
that has failed to solve some of
the outstanding.problems of our
social heritage, bat-it 15 this form
that acquires § dangerous attric-
tion whenever out society and
culture enters a blind alley, The
uncritical and fanatical worship
of a chauvinist version of our past
isa product of the same mindset.
And 1t is natural for such a mind-
sef to submit to the hegemony of
neacalonialism,

This requires some explana-
tion. How does colonialism con-
tinue to shape our consciousness? It
manifests itself first in a lack of confi-
dence in one's own creativity and a
dependence on western centres of
learning-for the very conceptions of
academic and colmral excellence.
Thizs mental depéndence is also
actively promoted by western powers
and their Iackeys Bor obvious reasons.
Ouirs is a cruel dilemma as we can
neither snap our link with the colo-
nigl type of modernity ar one go, nor
find answer to many of our present
dilemmas in tradition. But that hard-
Iy excuses a supine surrender o the
polsoned charms of & reactionary
solution from the past

Thar there is an overriding need
for thorough revision of the stochre

and slavish imitation

sion hid warned all developing coun-
tries about had been the sirong colo-
nial traces in the present education
systems of thelr coumiries.

“And just as the political and eco-
nomic effects of colonialism are sell
strongly felt today, so most education-
al systemsin Latin Ameérican, Asian
and African countries mirror the
legacy of a one-time mother country
or of some other outside hegemony,
whether or not they met the nations
presont needs 2 (pp 10-11)

The legacy of colonsalism in the sys-
tem of education a\n:i COTHEpLions
about education in these anfortunate
couniries has been muccinctly summed
up by TN Pieterse and Bhikhu Parekh
in their introduction to The
Decolanization of Inmagingtion (QUP,

Kolkata, Chennai, Mumba, 1997}
#Although the eifects of British colo-
miakism on different aspects of Indian
life and thought vared a grear deal,
and led o much crincal selfquestion-
ing, colonial rule did distore India’s
undersiending of itz own past, present
and fumre: T also weakened India's
self-confidence and capacity ta
explore and experiment with alterna-
tive ways of life and thought. Above
all, it encouraged heteronomy, the ten-
demicy to judge itsell by western sian-
dards and to make western approval
the basis of is self-respect and self-
esteem, especially among theé mod-
ernists for whom the west represented
almost all thar they valued " (p vifi-ix)

The wav out of this predicament



