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| raise the quality
education ks, in-
, mtaidabile ob-
Jective. However, if
the means em-
ployed to achivve
thit olective smnck
of 1l imtentions, it cadi bead Lo dis-
affection, The go has re-
placed Unbversity Grants Com-
mission with Commission for
Higher Education with a view to
improving the quality of educa-
tion and supporting the eolloges
el uindversities, But this was ex-
actly the objective of the Unbver-
slty Grints Cammission s well,
Anyhow no sane person can dis-
pule the necessity of reforming
the educntion system, ot why the
(enchers, students and their par-
enta were ot taken into confj-
deney, nor the contents of the
Model University Ordinance wire
made public to elicit thelr views
A panil diseussbon on higher edi-
cation reforms was held in Lahore
on 19th December by the Center
fior Policy nnd Development Alter-
natives.

| DeZagoer Giland, YVice Chane

cellor Peshawar University and
Salman Raja advocate who sdu-
thired the Model University ordi-
nance, bniefed the audience. They
siated that seven Vice Chancellors
of various public sector universi-
ties, four high government offi-
clals and five expers from privete
sector were consulted before the
reforms: formula was finalized.
Buit is:it logical or democratic way
| of deciding matters of nationa! im-
portance, to consult anly those
whi have identical views with the
members of the steering commit-
tee? Professor Abdul Qadeer from
Karachi University and Dr. Mo-
hnmed Nawaz Chaodhry ex-
pressed their views against the
Model University Ordinance ex-
prladning it downside and toed to
expose the intentions of those
whin stand for commencialization
of the education. Professor Abdul
Queckeer referred to the  “tenure
track” und constdered it as an at-
lﬂﬂﬁ[ﬂﬁdll‘lﬂﬂﬂhﬂ!ﬂiﬁuﬂlw
"thend-wood”, the term coined by
the proponents of the ondinance
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sifies autpnomoos and getting rid
of govermment interference?
Arcording to the original pro-
gram the discussion was to be
confined to higher education but
the parficipants chose to dwell on
the gamixt of education: from pri-
mary to higher, because it is not
possible to have the desired odi-
fice on weadk foundations. There
Whs consensus that parents and
students are looking for quality
education. According to a mem-
ber of Joint Action Committes,_in
Pakistan 70 per cent of the
(M : Lk

I(IéF priviste s uicuiv:y_ﬂ:
m&u:mmu" I this

" sl percentagé falld 4 prey to

the whims and fancy of Ui vestad
interess, mury children from poor
and middle chusses will not be abile
o' gt Ay education at all; not o
spepk of quality edocation,

Now some comparison with
developed countries. A survey
conducted i 1993 revealed that
nhout 53 per cent of British chil-

dren go (o state-mun schools. For
students over 16, not attending
universities or polytechnics fur-
ther education was provided
mainly by the local suthorities.
United States has no national ed-
isEthon system; instead each state
is respongible for organizing and
mﬁﬁ&m its owm system of edu-

cathon. The state provides school-

ing at all stages of education, but
parents if they so desire, can send
their children to private schools.
Most states, however, transfer
management of educational insti-
tutsons to local districts,  In gigh-

teenth century France started die-
v :'Iuplmg, an education system
ungher wiich all childeen sttended
schooks, ranced and regulated
by Lhe state. No wonder it B one
of the most developed countnes
of the world, Geérnjany and Japan
having been distroged in Second
World Wiz, could quickly rebuild
thesir countries only because their
sucressive governments had lid
20lid foundation for education

system. In Burope and Scandina-
vian countries even today major-
ity of the students get education
in state-run schools. Their gov-
ermments still allocate from 30 to
40 per cent of the budget for the
sncial sector,

People in rich European coun-
tries like Germany and others
prefer to send their children to
government schools, No dould
the standard of education in gov-
ernment educational institutions
has deteriorated. But ts It reason-
able and logical to expect from
colieges Lo attain high standards
at] universities W perform mira-
clest in research when very meas
ser aumounis-are allocatad Lo this

purpose, Seconly, i 4 deganer |

ated society all the Institutions
are impacted due to corruption,
inertin, [ncompetence and inept-
ness of (he ruling oite. I the
muders w0 honest, i would have
iiven themeenarad out! <rity Lo en-

foree disciprine. e ruling
(lite L'trrr}:;" lirs, sub-

ation ref
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