Barren Myths to Blossoming Reality 
Dasht is far from the hopeless image presented by out-of-touch narratives. 
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A recent article titled *”In Balochistan’s Dasht, staying in school is an act of rebellion in itself”* published by a leading English daily and authored by Hazarah Raheem Dad from Karachi paints an unfairly bleak picture of Dasht—a tehsil in Turbat, near the Iranian border and north of Gwadar. Constructed around fictional characters, the piece misrepresents the lived reality of Dasht’s residents and disregards the significant development efforts underway. That such an unverified portrayal was printed in a major publication is both disappointing and a disservice to responsible journalism.
There is no denying that Balochistan’s underdeveloped areas face challenges. However, to highlight only the difficulties while ignoring ongoing state-led progress is misleading. Here is a more balanced and factual account of what is happening in Dasht.
Currently, 90 schools are operational across Dasht, catering to both boys and girls. Recent educational developments include new classrooms and boundary walls at Government Girls Higher Secondary School Kanchti; two new classrooms in Pirani Lumb; solar systems installed at Kadan High School; upgraded sports grounds and classrooms at Government Boys School Kapkapar; and regular distribution of textbooks, school bags, and cash prizes. A special education package from the Government of Balochistan has brought in new contractual teachers, and Girls High School Ballingore receives 150 litres of free diesel per month for its school bus.
Healthcare infrastructure includes 3 Rural Health Centres (RHCs) and 6 Basic Health Units (BHUs), which offer accessible and timely medical services. In remote areas like Kudan, Ballingore, Kantaidar, Achanak, Dareecho, Kapkapar, Kocha, Baghdar, Shuli, Goharg Bagh, Sork, Sabdan, and Panodi, two to three free medical camps are held each month. Over the past year, more than 5,000 patients have been treated, with access to free medicines, diagnostic services, and women-specific healthcare, including consultations with gynaecologists.
Far from being an agricultural wasteland, Dasht is fast becoming one of southern Balochistan’s most fertile regions. Under the Green Pakistan Initiative, 50,000 acres have been reclaimed for cultivation. From November 2023 to July 2024, 123 solar-powered tube wells were distributed to local farmers on easy instalments, making 2,460 acres cultivable. Between January and March, farmers harvested watermelons profitably, and cotton crops between April and August yielded substantial income. Around 150 families now benefit from this initiative, with individual earnings reaching up to Rs 1.5 million annually. This is a living model of rural development and economic empowerment.
The Mirani Dam, built on the Dasht River, has become the region’s lifeline. As one of Balochistan’s largest dams, it supplies clean drinking water, sustains agriculture, and supports the local economy. Its capacity—302,000 acre-feet in total, with 52,000 acre-feet of live storage and an average annual water release of 114,000 acre-feet—has transformed the arid landscape into fertile farmland and provided hope for the future.
Youth development is another area of focus. The Dasht Premier League, held from 27 September to 25 October 2024 with 18 participating teams, fostered healthy engagement and sportsmanship among young people. Sports kits were distributed, and local grounds renovated, with such events becoming a regular part of community life. To ensure civic participation, the district administration regularly organises Khuli Kacheris and Jirgas where public grievances are addressed directly. NADRA offices are being renovated to improve public service access.
Welfare efforts have also reached the vulnerable. Ration packages have been distributed to low-income families and widows. Ninety widowed women received sewing machines for income generation, while disabled individuals were provided with wheelchairs and crutches. Events such as Mother-Child Health Melas have raised health awareness. Women have received free traditional Balochi attire and financial support, and craft centres are under construction in Ballingore and Kasan to promote local handicrafts. A new water supply scheme is also underway in Ballingore to ensure access to clean drinking water.
Dasht is far from the hopeless image presented by out-of-touch narratives. It is a region rising steadily, quietly, and with dignity. To reduce it to a trope of despair is not only inaccurate but unjust to its people and their resilience.
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