Akhuwat:You Make Us Proud 
You have really lived up to your name and, most importantly, have exhibited its physical manifestation, better than any dictionary could define it. 
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While sitting at the Punjab Club, reading a book, I received a call from my respected friend, Dr. Amjad Saqib. He asked me to spare some time for a lecture to the boys of Akhuwat College, Kasur. It was an order from a man whom I hold in the highest esteem for the great social work done by him and his team in a transparent manner over the years. I immediately said, aye aye sir.
Luckily, the efficient and extremely professional Pro-VC, Mr. Naufal Naseer, is my batchmate. After discussion, we decided that the talk would be for 40 minutes on “Life and its contours”, with a Question-Answer session of 20 minutes. While preparing my mental notes, I thought that these boys aged between 16-20 years would be a quiet audience and I would be free within an hour.
My esteemed readers, I was in for a very pleasant shock. But before I narrate what I experienced, I would like to tell you what this enterprise of Akhuwat in the Education sector stands for.
Akhuwat is a registered NPO founded in 2001 with a vision of creating a poverty-free society built on the principles of compassion and equity. It uses interest-free microfinance as a tool in its various programs. Established in 2014, Akhuwat Education Service (AES) has adopted 304 public primary schools in 6 districts of Punjab, providing quality education to over 56000 students. Akhuwat College Kasur (ACK) is a residential college for 600 boys, providing quality education without any fees. This is maybe the only one or one of the very few institutions across the world which does not charge a single rupee from its students.
The student mixture is worth mentioning. All the students who get admitted have to meet certain KPIs, the most important of which is that the monthly family income should not be more than Rs. 60000. And the last student who got admission this year had 960/1100 marks in Matric. As per the admission chart of 2024, 1% students belonged to AJK, 19% from Upper Punjab, 30% from Lower Punjab, 12% from Sindh, 11% from KPK and 12% from Baluchistan, thus it is a bouquet in which all colours of our beloved Pakistan are represented.
AES is spending roughly Rs. 55000 per student per month, inclusive of education, food and residential quarters. Thus, AES at full strength would be spending roughly Rs. 500 million per year, all from its own resources. If this is not commendable, then what is?
Another very positive statistic was the number of admissions, ACK students got. Out of the 97 Intermediate students, 55 got admitted to FAST, 13 to NUST, 4 to BNU, 3 to LUMS, 3 to UoL, 2 to PU, 1 to GKI, 1 to UET, 1 to GCU, and 14 are waiting for the MDCAT result. These are all top educational institutions of Pakistan, and ACK, through its vision and hard work, has made the impossible possible.
My talk started after a brief introduction to the jam-packed audience. And this interaction, instead of 60 minutes, went on for 180 minutes. On a lighter note, it gave me a message that age is not just a number and standing for 180 minutes was for a bygone era.
Two things impressed me the most: One, not only is the campus beautiful with an Islamic-Turkish façade, but the faculty has done a great job under the vision of the Board led by Dr. Amjad Saqib, Mr. Kamran Shams, Mr. Saleem Ranjha, Mr. Rauf Gandapur and others. Secondly, the quality of questions, the confidence of the students, their body language and the affinity they had for each other, despite being from very varied backgrounds, regions and family set-ups, was simply amazing. I have addressed students across Pakistan in all top universities, and I can safely state that these boys were at par with the best in the Country.
Two observations which I want to share with my esteemed readers: One, the students from KPK and Baluchistan were worried about the situation in their provinces. I could feel the pressure they are living under. The students from AJK and GB were worried about the havoc climate change is playing in their homes. The students from Punjab and Sindh were tense about their future, especially with the coming AI revolution. Thus, these young men appeared stressed about factors beyond their control, and it was worrisome
Secondly, this is an excellent experiment in nation-building. As mentioned earlier, these 400 students represent every area of Pakistan and spending years together, they would not only develop lifelong friendships but also put to rest a multitude of false and wrong impressions about each other. The question is, if AES can do it, why can’t the Government? If we can have thousands of students studying in such world-class facilities named as “Nation Building Institutions” or NBI, the positive impact would be colossal. NBI would be the best way to counter the divisive and inimical forces trying to drive a wedge between different segments of the population. If carefully crafted, the curricula would provide a unity across generations in Pakistan. The language, cultural, societal and religious barriers would be dwarfed. And once these boys become men and lead their families, they will be much more conscious of the reality of Pakistan, consequently forging unity.
It was a self-learning trip. It gave me hope that with such a resilient generation coming up across Pakistan, our future is safe. However, it was also a wake-up call that the status quo would be challenged by this generation and the earlier we put our house in order, the better it would be.
We are proud of you, Akhuwat. You have really lived up to your name and, most importantly, have exhibited its physical manifestation, better than any dictionary could define it. Bon voyage.
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