Rise in poppy crop


THE chief of the Punjab anti-narcotics force (ANF) has expressed serious concern at the alarming increase in poppy cultivation in Afghanistan. This is bound to affect Pakistan adversely. Heroin, which is produced from poppy, enjoys a lucrative market in the West as well as in Pakistan which happens to be a favourite route for the drug smugglers. It is estimated that 36 per cent of Afghanistan’s total heroin output passes through Balochistan’s porous borders. The opiates that enter Pakistan are to a great extent consumed locally which further adds to the woes of the administration that is burdened with the additional task of combating drug addiction. According to the ANF chief, poppy cultivation in Afghanistan registers a 20 to 30 per cent increase every season. With an export value of $4bn, the illicit crop accounts for 53 per cent of Afghanistan’s GDP and is helping finance the Taliban insurgency in that country. Not surprisingly, the head of Nato’s Afghanistan mission, expects another year of ‘explosive growth’ in poppy production. Hence Nato plans to step up the counter-narcotics fight from this year.

Pakistan’s predicament stems from Kabul’s failure to contain the continuing rise in the cultivation of the lethal flower. Unfortunately the ANF does not have adequate staff to check the illegal trade of opiates passing through Pakistan. Currently, the ANF has only 2,400 personnel — a strength that is not large enough to monitor all the traditional smuggling routes and to set up pickets and conduct raids on hideouts. The ANF hopes to raise its strength to 3,100 soon but this does not appear to be a substantial enhancement that would improve its performance considerably. One would expect the federal government to create conditions in which the ANF is able to play its role in an effective manner. It is also important that the police are actively involved in the task of cracking down on drug smugglers and pushers.

