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FOR decades now, we have been hearing voices in our midst arguing that Pakistan is on the brink of collapse and that the misdeeds of the politicians are responsible for all our problems. I recall hearing people around me saying in 1991, when Operation Clean Up began in Karachi that this is it, this is the end, if the army fails in its operation Pakistan will slide into chaos because there is no resort beyond the army.

I recall columns written in various papers in 1996 again repeating the same line, that this is it, the country is now taking its last breath. Then we heard Pervez Musharraf’s famous words in his televised address following the coup in 1999: “we have hit rock bottom”.

In fact drawing up a list of all the times when the death knells have been sounded for this country would make for a very long list indeed. And yet here we are, for better or for worse. Yes things are bad, yes the Sindh government is ineffectual, yes the PML-N is obsessed with mega projects and ignoring or shying away from undertaking the real reforms, and yes the MQM is in the cross hairs again, struggling to explain itself.

But we’ve seen all this before. Is the Sindh government of today more ineffectual than that of Jam Sadiq or Arbab Ghulam Rahim? Did the last military operation against the MQM in 1992 end the party’s presence or support base in Karachi? Have military governments been more effective in dealing with the rising tide of extremism or even with ameliorating poverty in the country?

In all the years I’ve been hearing people speak of doom for the country and wishing large-scale destruction upon it as a way of sorting out its problems, there is one common theme that runs through all of these attitudes: an obsession with people.

Who will solve Pakistan’s problems, people ask. Zardari is corrupt, they say, and Nawaz is mercurial and unpredictable. ‘If only Moeen Qureshi could have stayed a few years more’ lamented many back in 1994, ‘he would’ve sorted things out.’

