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What is it that ails our utility services? Do we consume more than we produce or does the artificial shortage serve vested interests?

I have always contended when God made the universe and said “let there be light”, he may not have had Karachi and the KESC in mind.

A friend of mine recently suggested that I write a piece on the frequent power outages in the city to which I asked as to how the power of the pen could stand up against the power of the KESC which these days seems to fluctuate more than often, for the real powers that be (Wapda) in turn have rendered the utility corporation powerless.

Before I get too enmeshed in the power struggle, I must point out that I have had the pleasure of travelling to all the major countries of the world, but for the life of me I have never experienced or witnessed such outages anywhere even in the remote, backward city of Ashgabat, Turkmenistan where at times food items are hard to come by. It is not only the power utility which is in a shambles but every other pubic service company whether it is gas, water, sewerage, telephone and, last but not least, our public transportation system.

They say if a city has a proper and effective transport system then it is a well organised and civilised city.

What is it that ails our utility services? Do we consume more than we produce and have to make up for it or is it that the artificial shortage serves vested interests?

It is true that as far as the population is concerned we are on the higher side at an alarming rate not realising how worse the situation will become in the future if we don’t control our burgeoning demography.

The crux of the entire problem is that we have our priorities all wrong, not at this present time but ever since the creation of Pakistan.

Moreover, nobody gives a damn as we have become inured to this haphazard lifestyle and have an apathetic attitude towards everything.

The very first priority our founding fathers should have made was to establish a lasting peace with India for this would have lessened the burden of our defence budget which over the years has taken precedence over everything, setting aside all other development projects urgently required for a growing population.

Corruption, greed and personal interests were eventual results in such a warped system for which the people suffer immensely.

To add further to our miseries we have not had a single leader post independence who has his aims or goals in order and those who did matter were confined to the dustbin of history.

Here it would be pertinent to point out even the megalomaniac German leader Adolf Hitler gave Germany the best roads known as Autobahns (highways) and the Volkswagon (the people’s car) popularly known as the beetle and a great boost to the German industry.

A nation which has a sense of purpose cannot go wrong; but sadly Pakistan does not meet the criterion.

Materialism, social status and a fat bank balance irrespective of how it is acquired have become our priority and a person is not respected for the wisdom of his knowledge but his social status in society.

Even education has been given a back seat and quality education is the privilege of the affluent class.

The lack of energy has political overtones also as the country is divided over power distribution. It is inequitably apportioned with Punjab getting the major share. The issue of dams has been a thorny one, particularly the Kalabagh Dam which has become a major bone of contention. Even after the elections, the status quo is likely to remain.

Peace with India is paramount so that we can harness our nuclear energy for power generation instead of a pre-emptive first strike.

Internal peace and harmony must prevail and the growing divide between Sindh and Punjab in the post-Benazir Pakistan must be bridged or the consequences will be catastrophic.

In a civilised democracy the people have power. In Pakistan the masses simply want power (electricity) for the people.

