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IT seems that in Pakistan corruption has become an accepted practice at all levels of society and the government’s drive against this menace has been undermined by the all pervasive corruption in the country. As a result, tackling this multifaceted problem remains a formidable challenge for it.

It is indeed unfortunate that Pakistan is caught in a morass of corruption and there is little hope of its getting out of the mess it is in. The only hope lies in good governance and commitment to the rue of law. However, only a clean leadership, with impeccable integrity, can be expected to do so.

The people of Pakistan are becoming increasingly impatient with the failure of the government to control the rampant corruption in the country and want an effective accountability of those who use their political or administrative power to accumulate illegal wealth. They want effective enforcement of the existing anti-corruption laws and induction of new ones, if necessary, to make strict enforcement to ensure the accountability process without any discrimination.

It is widely believed that high-level corruption, which is fraught with serious consequences for the country, needs to be tackled seriously and in a more focused and systematic manner. Regrettably, however, a culture of the privilege reigns in Pakistan as a result of which there is widespread infringement of the accepted norms of impartiality and fairplay. The influential people are dealt with much more leniently even if they have been convicted of corruption charges by a court of law after due legal process.

Since 1998, four governments have been dismissed on corruption charges, yet corrupt politicians manipulate to return to power again and again, notwithstanding the unambiguous constitutional provisions debarring them from contesting elections. It is unfortunate that the army which has been taking over power frequently on grounds of inefficiency and corruption of the politicians, also made no serious effort to redress the situation.

An independent and impartial judiciary can enforce, the anti-corruption laws in the country. However, over the years, there has been a gradual erosion in judiciary’s constitutional role to hold the corrupt elements in society accountable for their misdeeds. It is, therefore, extremely important to strengthen the judiciary to enable it to bring the corrupt to justice, regardless of their social status or position in the political hierarchy. It is necessary to do so not only to punish the wrong-doers but also to deter others from committing similar offences in the future.

Along with an independent judiciary, the need for a free and independent media can hardly be overemphasised. The media, which represents the interests of the general public, investigates and brings to light cases of corruption. In Pakistan the instances of reckless corruption, particularly by the influential persons, are reported in the national press on almost a daily basis. By doing so it brings the cases of corruption to the attention of the government. Thus, the media serves as the most important institution in the fight against corruption.

Unfortunately, the government’s insistence that information about the involvement of the ruling politicians and high officials should remain a secret has become a major impediment in fighting the scourge of corruption. It puts all sorts of pressure on the newspapers, directly and indirectly, for this purpose. For obvious reasons, Pakistan’s future cannot be consigned to the criminals and, therefore, instead of manipulating the media, it should be allowed to play its role without any hindrance.

Needless to say, protection of a person’s reputation, in the event of a deliberate misreporting against him, is there in the libel laws. Moreover, the media could be persuaded to adopt its own code of professional conduct to ensure against misreporting or vilifying anyone.

Once considered to be the domain of each nation to fight corruption, it has now gained a prominent place on the global agenda. A number of regional and international organisations have developed strategies to fight this menace. However, the United Nations Convention against Corruption is the most elaborate one and is considered to be a landmark development. This convention which has taken serious note of problems and threats posed by corruption to the health and stability of countries, undermining the institutions and the values of democracy and jeopardising the rule of law, is an effective tool for fighting corruption.

This convention has drawn up guidelines to counter corruption around the world. Pakistan, where corruption has assumed an unprecedented proportion and become more insidious, could benefit by implementing anti-corruption measures embodied in it.

Political corruption poses a serious threat to democracy in Pakistan. It has undermined the faith of the people in democracy when they see that the corrupt elements get elected by purchasing the voters using the ill-gotten money accumulated by them while in power. They are also dismayed to see that even the election commission and other relevant agencies turn a blind eye to this form of transgression. The discontent among the people over the soaring corruption in the country has also resulted in deep frustration in society.

There is a crying need for devising a broad anti-corruption strategy in Pakistan. A number of civil society organisations and NGOs in the country are anxious to play their role in this respect. They should be allowed to do so if the rulers are indeed serious about eradicating corruption from the country. They should not shy away from exploiting every possible means to tackle this pervasive evil which.
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