NCPS 2009 indicates police most corrupt institution in country
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KARACHI: The National Corruption Perception Survey 2009 (NCPS 2009) indicates that corruption has increased from Rs 45 billion in 2002 to Rs 195 billion in 2009 in Pakistan.

According to the survey, police and power have maintained their ranking as the top two most corrupt sectors. 

There has been remarkable improvement in judiciary. In comparison with 2006 when it was ranked the 3rd most corrupt sector, judiciary is ranked at 7th in 2009.

A survey was carried out using a model prepared by Transparency International in 2002, and 5,200 respondents from all four provinces filled out a 24-page questionnaire. The physical survey commenced in February 2009 and was completed in April 2009. 

The NCPS 2009 reveals that the Pakistani public believes that police, power, health and land are the most corrupt departments, while judiciary, customs and taxation are not as corrupt as they were in 2006. 

In response to the query on comparing civilian and military governments, the respondents answered that civilian government was more corrupt. 

The present district government system was rated as more corrupt by 66.48 percent by the respondents than the previous one. 

Sixty percent of the respondents felt that the government and armed forces should not be involved in commercial activities. 

The majority of the respondents wanted the National Accountability Bureau or any equivalent anti-corruption agency to be an independent body under the control of the Supreme Judicial Council. 

The three main reasons of corruption in view of respondents were lack of accountability, lack of transparency and discretionary power. The three measures suggested for combating corruption were accountability of public office holders, streamlining of the judicial process and appointments on merit. 

Seventy seven percent of the respondents believed that the media has played a positive role in combating corruption. 

The NCPS 2009 shows that the quantum per act of bribe is highest in tendering and procurement. The combined quantum of bribe per act in nine sectors was Rs 74,131, whereas in tendering in a single act, the bribe was Rs 71,869. ppi

