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Corruption, politicians,

and bureaucracy X,

has always been the

centre of high tension,
leading to the display of the
members’ muscle power and
thelr eommand over volgar
languige. Exeopt when their privi-
leges and perks constitute an tem
of the agenda, the government and
opposition benches rarely agree.

akistan's theoretically
P omnipntent legistatane

*| S0 it was hardly surprising. while

watching the proceedings of the
Selnmn the other duy, that wisen the
subjeet of corruption cropped up,
the worthy members of the upper
house of parllament united in
singing shmundhrﬂm in unison,
The emotio charged senatoms
Jolned hands o blast the National
Accountability Bureau (NAB) when
Prime Minister's Secretarist con-
firmed that the civil and military
buresuerary had committed more
fnancial corruption than polit-
clins; that the NAR had recovered
Rupees two billion from the cvil
military bureaucracy compared to
only Rupees 431 million from
politlcians; and that NAB had de-
tained, probed, and jailed 170
politicians in the last five years but
only 12 military officers.

Fora neutral analyst thess re:
elations lead to some logical con.
clusions. Firstly, Pakistani politi-
cians are hardly immune to
corruption and financial misdesds.
Their protest against the NAB is 2=
unwarranted as the protest of a
thief wheo his stolen & few million
rupees and is punished along with
another thief who has stolen maore
money, say 4 few billion rupees.
Both are thieves who deserve to be
punished

Our politicians constantly ac-
cuse the NAB of belng politicaily
motivated, targeting politicians and
letting othet culprits go froe; this
charge has proved o be untenble
Huel their scousation been correct,

the figures pertalning to recovery | dulge

of money from those against whom
corruption chirges were proved,
wold have been quite the reverse.,
In fact the figures released now
provide quite genuine grounds to
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The process of

Masud Akhtar Shaikh i an ongoing ane that fs lkely to

continue as long as President
Musharraf sticks to his uniform.

Prime Minister's Secretariat may

hmﬂmmm&uﬁ?ﬂ
of discriminating against them, for
recovenng & huge amoont from rel
atively fewer bureancrats and only
a very small amount from a much
bigger Jot of corrupt politicians!
In fact, ane could conclude
from the given statistics that politi.
cians are cleverer than the bureay-
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the military officers are mere
novices. In the normal perfor-

seldom find an opportunity to in-
dulge in financial irregularities ex-
cept for using official transport for
personal purposes. |t i= only during
military rule when they land up in
Ereener pestures and come in
closer contact with their civilizn

clever cat that never taught the lion
how to climb a tree, the civilian
master-hands also make sure that
the military trespassers strutting
about in 2 civilian do-
madn are kept in the dark about
some vital tricks of the trade. As a
result, these newcomers find it
hard to hide their misdeeds. The
vast powers of the civil bureay-
crals, the nature of their official do-
ties, and complex and dilstory offi.
cial procedures provide constant
motives and ideal conditions to n-
in corruption, No wonder a
huge sum of money has been re-
covered from those civillan by-
rexierats who were unlucky to
have been caught by the NAB
hounids.

or may not follow the trend that
has emerged as a result of the fve-
¥ear toils of the NAB, The scales
may well turn in favour of the
politicians by the time the NAB |s
wound up at & future date. So fir,
lbzmmhmh-mmnmnmung
on the tp of the jeeberg - and even
so, corruption has not been elimi.
npted despite the administration’s
mhlhllhu pread right
is a cancer [
down to the very bone marrow of
this nation. NAB or no NAB, it is
will rermnin the: bane of the Pak-

scale of corruption
has increased over the
last few years, The ordinary Pak-
istand can only find sutisfaetion in
belonging to a country whase name
keeps appearing in the roll of hone
our of the most corrupt nations of
the world from year to year



