Natural Disasters or Self-Inflicted Wounds? 
This reactionary approach—activating emergency services and mobilising the Army after the disaster strikes—is not a sustainable solution. 
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The history of floods in Pakistan - 1950, 1973, 1992, 2010, 2022, and now 2025 has left behind a trail of destruction; human lives lost, livestock perished, agricultural lands submerged, and infrastructure crippled. It compels a sobering reflection: “Are these floods truly acts of nature, or are they self-inflicted wounds resulting from chronic negligence and indifference by those entrusted with the responsibility of the nation’s well-being?” The answer to this question must guide our national conscience and policy decisions moving forward.
The 2025 floods have been the most severe ones since 1988, with over 820 lives lost, around 1200 injured, and 250,000 to 300,000 displaced in Punjab alone. All over the country, around 1.0 to 1.2 million people have been affected by these floods. More than 7225 homes have been damaged, 5548 livestock perished, and over 350,000 acres of cultivable land have been submerged. Key districts in Punjab, such as Narowal, Bahawalnagar, and parts of Lahore, have been inundated, resulting in widespread crop destruction across 120,000 acres of farmland.
UN Security Council condemns Israeli strikes targeting Qatar 
Sindh has reported damage to over 3200 homes and the loss of 1800 livestock. Agricultural zones in Sukkur, Khairpur, and Nawabshah have seen over 95,000 acres of cultivable land submerged. The industrial zones in Punjab and Sindh have reported shutdowns of over 70 production units, including textile mills and food processing plants. Infrastructure damage includes 661 km of roads, 234 bridges, and multiple railway lines.
Earlier on, KPK suffered extensive damage; over 2800 homes were destroyed or severely damaged, and more than 1100 livestock perished. Key agricultural districts such as DI Khan, Charsadda, and Swat had widespread crop losses, with over 85,000 acres of farmland submerged. Infrastructure damage included 97 km of roads and 42 bridges, while several schools and healthcare facilities were rendered inoperable.
The flood situation in Pakistan has also been exacerbated by India’s water aggression—an issue that demands urgent diplomatic and strategic attention. Abrupt and unannounced release of massive volumes of water from Indian dams on the Ravi, Chenab, Sutlej, and Jhelum rivers overwhelmed Pakistan’s river systems, triggering flash floods in Punjab and beyond. In recent weeks, India released over one million cusecs of water into the Chenab and 245,000 cusecs into the Sutlej, submerging Kartarpur, Narowal, Bahawalnagar, and parts of Lahore. Pakistan’s Foreign Office and NDMA have accused India of violating the Indus Waters Treaty by failing to provide timely hydrological data and flood warnings—actions that not only breach international norms but also endanger countless lives.
Study links fossil fuel giants to surge in heatwaves 
The causes of floods in Pakistan are not attributable to climatic changes and Indian water aggression alone; rather, they are both natural and manmade. Torrential monsoon rains, glacial melt, and cloudbursts are natural contributors. While deforestation, urban encroachments on riverbanks, poor drainage systems, and lack of zoning laws exacerbate the crisis, these are solely management and governance failures, both at the federal and provincial levels.
Pakistan’s economic losses from major floods in recent decades have been staggering and have had a profound impact on the country’s GDP. Historical records indicate that the 1988 floods caused an estimated $2.5 billion in damages, while the 1992 floods inflicted over $1.8 billion in losses. The 2010 floods, considered one of the worst in Pakistan’s history, resulted in economic losses exceeding $43 billion, affecting nearly 20 million people and crippling national infrastructure. The 2022 floods caused damages worth over $30 billion, and the current 2025 floods have already surpassed $50 billion in estimated losses. These cumulative losses have significantly strained Pakistan’s economy, diverting resources from development and social welfare programs to crisis management and reducing GDP growth to an estimated 1.5% to 2%.
CDWP approves 7 development projects worth Rs236 billion 
Pakistan has only 150 dams, many of which are small, outdated, and grossly insufficient for the requisite storage of water. Construction of additional dams at all costs and against all odds is inevitable. It not only demands long-term planning but also foresight, determination, and political will that must be taken as a constant factor in the successive governments’ policy-making calculus.
Since the country can no longer afford to suffer such catastrophic losses year after year, the government needs to prioritise measures to mitigate flood damage at all costs for the times to come. To this end, the government could also consider dispatching expert delegations to countries that have successfully managed frequent flood crises, such as the Netherlands, Bangladesh, China and Japan, to study their flood management models. By learning from their experience, Pakistan could also devise workable and context-specific solutions. Furthermore, technical assistance from these countries, coupled with financial aid from international donor agencies like the ADB, WB, and UNDP, would enable Pakistan to devise robust flood resilience strategies.
Sufficient wheat stocks available, floods damage to rice, sugarcane crops manageable: Govt 
The Government of Pakistan, NDMA, and PDMAs have responded with urgency and established emergency shelters, mobile health units, and community kitchens. Over 300 relief camps have also been activated. The Pakistan Army has deployed its engineers, around 19 infantry units, and established more than 29 medical camps. Army Aviation has so far conducted 26 sorties, rescued over 28,000 people, and the Army engineers have repaired several damaged bridges and cleared more than 100 roads. Army’s relief efforts also include distribution of 225 tons of food rations, medical treatment of scores of patients and evacuation of livestock.
However, this reactionary approach—activating emergency services and mobilising the Army after the disaster strikes—is not a sustainable solution. Pakistan must shift from reactive to proactive disaster management. Immediate reforms should include strengthening NDMA and PDMA capabilities with modern forecasting tools, enforcing zoning laws, upgrading urban drainage systems, and investing in climate-resilient infrastructure. Long-term solutions must focus on building new water reservoirs, reforestation, watershed management, integrating disaster risk reduction into national development planning and construction of new dams.
Nepra raises serious questions over efficiency of Wapda seeking hike in hydropower tariff 
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