The governance of China

China’s challenges include tackling the serious issue of an aging population that is being addressed through the establishment of a national network for old-age care
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Xi Jinping, the general secretary of the ruling Communist Party of China (CPC) and current president of China, is the first Chinese leader in recent years to have come out with a book while in office. His book, The Governance of China, published in Chinese and translated into English and eight other languages, made its debut at the Frankfurt book fair last October. Launched in Islamabad on December 19, the book provides a window to China, which is one of the most ancient civilisations, has faced ups and downs and has learnt numerous lessons from history.

During the 19th century and till the mid 20th century, China suffered subjugation under foreign powers, including Japan. Leaders like Sun Yat-sen struggled to free China from the yoke of Japanese tyranny while China ultimately shed the shackles of slavery under the leadership of Mao Zedong in 1949 and took strides towards reconstruction. Initiatives like the 1950s’ Great Leap Forward movement and the 1960s’ Cultural Revolution of the Proletarians hampered its growth but subsequent leaders like Deng Xiaoping, whose reforms, openness and integration with the global economy have taken China to great heights in less than three decades, making it the second greatest economy in the world, poised to become number one.

Just when Chinese growth was being set in a retrograde motion, Xi Jinping took up the mantle of leadership and established his presence with his particular stamp of authority. Launching a massive anti-corruption campaign against some high-level leaders, and officials and bold economic reforms based on Socialism with Chinese characteristics, Xi has given his nation the notion of the Chinese dream, which meant working for a better tomorrow for the Chinese people, great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation as well as a close partnership with neighbouring countries.

Xi’s book records the thinking and practice of the Chinese central leadership and responds to the concerns of the international community, providing an insight into China’s rise, the future direction it will take and how it will influence the world. The international community has shown strong interest in the ‘secret’ of China’s growth and development, thus the book, comprising 18 categories, containing 79 speeches, informal talks, addresses, answers to questions from the press, approvals and congratulatory letters by and from Xi Jinping, made between November 15, 2012 and June 13, 2014 presents notes to help international readers understand China’s social institutions, history and culture.

In his book, President Xi Jinping has provided important guidelines for China by the introduction of the concept of accountability and comprehensive rule of law enacted by the CPC to protect the Chinese people in accordance with the law and constitution. Erstwhile, China had been ruled by the diktat of the committee but now the aspirations of the people ensured by rule of law will guide the destinies of the Chinese nation.

President Xi proffers new thoughts, ideas and assessments in response to major theoretical and practical issues on the development of the party and the country in the contemporary era. These theories have showcased the central leadership’s ideas and strategies in governing China. The book has been compiled jointly by the State Council Information Office, the Party Literature Research Office of Central Committee and China International Publishing Group, and is available in multiple languages but is now to be translated in Urdu to benefit the people of Pakistan.

The Chinese leadership faces numerous challenges but with President Xi leading the CPC and government, the core needs and strategies to meet the challenge head on have been presented in the book. Important, strenuous and complicated tasks have been brought about by high-speed economic development; by 2020, the per capita income of urban and rural residents in China will be double that of 2010 but China will continue to extend and develop Socialism with Chinese characteristics, and promote modernisation of the state’s governance system and its governing capacity, so as to lay a solid institutional foundation for the country’s development in the long run. China will promote new industrialisation, urbanisation and agricultural development, and encourage investment and consumption at the same time to ensure the establishment of an affluent middle class. President Xi has resolved to pay special attention to problems caused by corruption, environmental pollution in which it is trying to establish new trends, illegal occupation of land, labour disputes and threats to food safety. China’s challenges also include tackling the serious issue of an aging population that is being addressed through the establishment of a national network for old-age care.

The Chinese experience and its success of rising like a Phoenix from the ashes of devastation to emerge as one of the leading economies of the world is well documented in Xi’s book. Pakistan, whose growth has been impeded by extraneous circumstances, can learn a number of lessons from the China.
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