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It is indeed regrettable to note that the successive governments in Pakistan promoted an elitist culture in the country afflicted with graft, entitlement and corruption. 
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Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif, during his visit to attend the SCO summit in China, also had the opportunity to address students and faculty members of Tianjin University. He told his audience, “China did not transform into the second largest economy and military powerhouse in the world through sermons but due to the hard work, sincerity and untiring efforts of its leadership and the people.”
The Prime Minister reiterated that taking 800 million people out of poverty had been the most towering achievement of China, and all this was made possible due to the historic transformation by the visionary leadership of President Xi. He said President Xi’s commitment to the welfare of his people and building a shared destiny and future had inspired the entire world. He also informed them that all the endeavours and initiatives of the incumbent government in Pakistan were closely aligned with President Xi’s vision and philosoph,y which were anchored in the progress and prosperity of the Chinese nation.
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Nobody can take issue with what the Prime Minister said about alleviation of poverty in China under the visionary leadership of President Xi, with utmost commitment and sincerity in changing the economic profile of the Chinese people. The exponential increase in the economic development of China surely owes it to the alleviation of poverty and shared prosperity.
Alleviation of poverty, undisputedly, is one of the pivotal engines of growth. That is exactly what the father of the nation had enunciated in his address to the Constituent Assembly on 11 August 1947 while enumerating priorities for the newly born country to tread the path of progress and prosperity. He said, “Now, if we want to make this great State of Pakistan happy and prosperous, we should wholly and solely concentrate on the well-being of the people, and especially of the masses and the poor.”
It is indeed regrettable to note that the successive governments in Pakistan promoted an elitist culture in the country afflicted with graft, entitlement and corruption. The resultant power politics only worked to build the fortunes of the rulers and their cohorts who supported them in perpetuating their power. Welfare of the people never remained a priority in their policies. Is it not a national shame that even after 76 years of our independence, there is widespread poverty in the country? According to recent World Bank data and reporting from mid-2025, about 45% of Pakistan’s population lives below the poverty line, a figure based on the bank’s updated global poverty thresholds.
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We have been hearing the demagogues and fortune hunters talking about the welfare of the people, only to dupe them for obtaining their franchise to rule the roost. The politicians are mainly responsible for the grim economic situation that the country is wading through at the moment. Although I am not endorsing the military coups, I have no hesitation in saying that if we compare the GDP growth rates during the military governments with regimes of the politicians, they were much higher than during the rules of the latter.
Perhaps a comparison is imperative to sustain this claim. During Ayub Khan’s rule from 1958 to 1969, Pakistan’s economy experienced significant growth, with the average annual GDP growth rate around 6% to 7%. Under General Zia-ul-Haq (1977–1988), Pakistan’s GDP growth rate averaged around 6.5–6.7% annually, with the early 1980s seeing particularly high growth. GDP growth, which was 3.9% in 1999, grew at an average rate of 6% per annum during the period from 2000–2007 during the Musharraf regime. This created an attractive place and expectations for private foreign investment.
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During the elected government of PPP (2008–2013), the annual GDP fell to 2.9%. The GDP growth rate during the succeeding regime of PML(N) did improve, touching 4.71%, but it was still less than the growth rates achieved during military regimes.
Pakistan’s average GDP growth rate for 2018–2021 was approximately 1.91% during Imran Khan’s rule. During the PDM government in the fiscal year 2022–23, GDP contracted by -0.17% to -0.21%, a reversal from the initially projected growth of over 0.29%.
Pakistan’s provisional GDP growth rate for fiscal year 2024–25 is 2.68% (or 2.7% as per some sources), a modest recovery after a negative growth in the previous fiscal year. This growth was supported by broad-based macroeconomic stabilisation, a significant decline in inflation to a record low, improved public and private capital formation, and better domestic resource mobilisation, which does corroborate the claims of the current regime that the economy was on the way to stability and progress. But the fact remains that whatever progress is claimed has not improved the lives of the masses.
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As is evident from the foregoing facts, it has been a dismal performance by almost all the elected regimes, which remained subservient to political expediencies and failed to eliminate corruption in the higher echelons of the government and bureaucracy while also perpetuating power politics.
While one would tend to appreciate the Prime Minister’s statement regarding following the Chinese example of poverty alleviation, it would be pertinent to point out that such a possibility is possible only when there is political stability in the country. There is a national consensus on a Charter of Economy which is faithfully followed by all the regimes. And above all, when the politicians abandon politics of self-aggrandisement and, through their collective wisdom, effect required changes in the system of governance which eliminates monopoly of the elite on political power.
The most imperative initiative in this regard is to change the way we elect our representatives. We need to switch over to a system of proportional representation which will go a long way in ending the elitist culture in the country. It will also solve more than half of the challenges, both political and economic, that the country is faced with at the moment. The journey of a thousand miles begins with one step in the right direction. Confucius said, “It does not matter how slowly you go so long as you do not stop.” Mark Twain, an American writer, humourist and essayist, said, “The secret of getting ahead is getting started.”
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While our armed forces and law enforcement agencies are engaged in tackling the existentialist threat posed by the terrorists and enemies of the country by rendering unprecedented sacrifices, it is the duty of the incumbent government to take necessary steps towards political reconciliation and bringing all the political parties on board to effect systemic changes as mentioned above. Those engaged in politics of confrontation and spreading despondency among the masses are also well advised to prove their patriotic credentials by preferring the state’s interests over their narrow political agendas. That is the only recipe for the required peace, tranquillity and prosperity of the masses.
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