China’s Bo Xilai likely to haunt the CCP —S P Seth 
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Gu’s case is a priority to get it out of international headlines after Mao’s wife, Jiang Qing, who played a major role in organising the Red Guards 

China’s political tempest, unleashed early this year with the removal of Chongqing metropolis’ powerful boss and party leader, Bo Xilai, is still causing low-level disturbance, which the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) leadership is trying to contain And this is being done at two levels. The first is how best to deal with Gu Kailai, Bo’s wife, without mixing it up with her husband’s Party situation. She has already been tried for murdering the British businessman, Neil Heywood, (sentence awaited) by poisoning him at a Chongqing hotel, with the help of a trusted employee, Zhang Xiaojun. He too is facing the murder charge. The trial, which was not open to the media and to the public lasted only seven hours, where Gu is said to have confessed to the murder that might earn her a death sentence.
But Gu might get a life sentence or a long jail term because of some mitigating circumstances. One is that she was not quite in control of herself when the murder happened, and she was acting to protect her son, Bo Guagua, from Heywood’s e-mail threat to destroy him over a large failed real estate deal. Secondly, her lawyer said, “The defendant was exemplary in informing on the crimes of others.” At this stage, it does not look like she will be mixed up with the separate issue of her husband’s political travails, but it cannot be entirely ruled out the way things are.
The second issue is how to deal with Bo Xilai, believed to have been seeking to mobilise a Cultural Revolution kind of movement. That is what Premier Wen Jiabao feared at the time. Bo was engaged in some pro-poor, as well as anti-gangster and anti-mafia campaign, leading to the arrest of some in the latter category. He was playing on the widening income disparities among the rich and the poor, using the Maoist red banner as a rallying point. His police chief, Wang Lijun, was instrumental in a wideranging police crackdown in Chongqing at Bo’s behest, against targeted corrupt elements. Wang later sought asylum in the American consulate in Chengdu (asylum was denied) and revealed Gu’s murder of Neil Heywood. Many in Chongqing still remember Bo’s pro-poor measures.
It is probably the first time in many years that a government/party leader at Wen Jiabao’s level has mentioned the Cultural Revolution to imply that it was somehow a dark period and its repetition in any form will be disastrous for the country. The Cultural Revolution was initiated by Mao Zedong to fight the party bureaucracy at the highest level including the then president of the country, Liu Shaoqi, and Deng Xiaoping who took over the country after Mao’s death in 1979. It was a turbulent period in China’s communist history from 1965 to 1976. Within China, any discussion of the Cultural Revolution is a no-go area as it might bring into question the legend of Mao Zedong, communist China’s founder. It was, therefore, politically impolitic of Wen Jiabao to imply that the Cultural Revolution period was somehow unsavoury.
Bo, though, was pushing too hard to capitalise on the Mao legend with the Chinese people to reach one of the highest prizes of a place in the nine-member standing committee of the Politburo of the CCP, which is China’s ultimate governing body, and he apparently had some support within the party hierarchy. That made the dominant party leadership nervous and keen to prevent him from a place in the standing committee, and then using it as a platform to subvert the system
But a chain of events turned the tables on Bo Xilai when his police chief, Wang Lijun, sought asylum at the US consulate in Chengdu.
All this was happening to coincide with the National People’s Congress session in March. It was an opportune time for the ruling faction to remove Bo from his Chongqing leadership position and from the Politburo. And that is where he is languishing, possibly in some sort of detention, to face charges at a later time. Gu’s case is a priority to get it out of international headlines after Mao’s wife, Jiang Qing, who played a major role in organising the Red Guards in the Cultural Revolution.
Bo Xilai is likely to face charges of breach of party discipline, including corruption and whatever else can be thrown at him. He is likely to be expelled from the Party, and might even be charged with multiple other stuff. In this way both Gu and Bo will become non-persons before the transition to the new Party leadership later in the year at the 18th Party Congress. Even though it looks like a very neat script, there is always a danger of things not quite working out as planned.
Some believe that Bo and his wife were framed, as the former was threatening to undermine the existing cozy system of a nexus between political and economic power in the current structure. Indeed, China’s Party echelons seem divided over the way the Gu and Bo cases should be handled. The so-called liberals in the CCP suspect that Gu and Bo might receive lenient treatment because of their lineage, both being the children of revolutionary heroes. The Left (Maoists) believe that Bo has been framed and Gu’s murder charge is a way to get at him. According to one Chinese professor, “The group of capitalist roaders [the terminology used against Mao’s enemies in the Cultural Revolution] has brought down the socialist roader”, meaning Bo Xilai. Professor Han Deqiang added, “This means crisis and turmoil for China.” Indeed, the feelings are so high among some Chinese ‘netizens’ (on the internet) that they believe Gu’s picture on the Chinese TV at the time of her trial was indeed her double, being so plump compared to her real image.
The attempt by some to posit Bo as some kind of a popular hero is overdrawn. Bo and his wife were a highly privileged and powerful couple because of the system in which they operated, with their son studying abroad and driving flashy cars. They were also privileged being the scions of revolutionary leaders. In other words, it was more like a power grab by Bo to reach among the top nine standing committee members and then to manoeuvre to capture power, but he was outmanoeuvred and lost.
However, this might not be the last word on the subject because Bo’s image as the personification of the Maoist ideal of an equal and revolutionary society will likely haunt the CCP. And if he is sent to purgatory, he might even become a martyr figure as the true heir of Mao’s legend.
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