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	The fate of 1,500 children...

* Only two borstal institutions in Punjab, none in Lahore 
* Juvenile offenders being put in jails despite laws to the contrary 

By Rana Kashif 

LAHORE: There are only two borstal institutions in Punjab and none for juvenile detainees in Lahore, despite the fact that the Punjab Juvenile Justice System Rules (JJSR) of 2002 and the Juvenile Justice System Ordinance (JJSO) of 2000 bind the provincial government to set up one such institution in every district of the province. 

Sources said government data compiled on September 15 revealed that there were 1,507 juvenile offenders in the province, of which 186 were in Lahore District Jail. Punjab’s only two borstal institutions are in Faisalabad and Bahawalpur, with 226 and 159 juvenile offenders. The remaining 1,122 have been detained in district or central jails, being denied the right to rehabilitation and education and better sanitation facilities, and living conditions in borstal institutions. 

Part II of JJSR says that all detained children should immediately be taken to a borstal institution and in case there is none, to any care centre chosen by court. 

Female children are kept in women’s jails, although the law prohibits keeping them in police lock-up or prison in any case. 

Juvenile offenders in jails are supervised by police officials in violation of laws that state the provincial government must not appoint a police officer as the director of borstal institutions. About 200 policemen each have been deployed in the Bahawalpur and Faisalabad institutions, sources told Daily Times. 

The Reformatory Schools Act of 1897 applies to children throughout the country, but no rehabilitation school has been constructed so far. Similarly, no measures have been taken for the implementation of The Probation of Offenders Ordinance 1960, Punjab Borstal Act 1926, Sindh Borstal Act 1955, Sindh Children Act 1955 and the Punjab Youthful Offender Ordinance 1983. 

“The president has obtained a stay order from court on the Juvenile Justice System Ordinance,” said Chief Minister’s Task Force for Prisons Chairperson Syedah Majidah Zaidi. “We are currently focusing on juvenile training,” she added. 

“The Lahore High Court (LHC), in a decision on December 6 against a writ petition, declared JJSO repugnant,” said Rafiq Khan, regional manager of the Society for Protection of the Rights of the Child (SPARC), “but in March 2005, Justice Khawaja Sharif of the LHC declared that JJSO 2000 was still a law and requested the LHC chief justice to bind lower judicatory to deal with cases of juveniles under the law”. The wording of Justice Khawaja Sharif on the efficacy of JJSO was reported on page 430 of the Pakistan Criminal Law Journal, he said. 

Later, the federal government and SPARC, parties to the case, appealed in the Supreme Court and the court - in its decision on February 11, 2005 against a writ petition 300 and 303 of 2005 - has impugned LHC’s decision, Rafiq Khan said. 

Juvenile Offenders in Punjab Jails

(Data compiled on September 15, 2006)

Name of Jail Under trial Convicted Total
Lahore District Jail 186 0 186
Kasur District Jail 32 0 32
Sheikhupura District Jail 71 0 71
Sialkot District Jail 90 0 90
Gujranwala Central Jail 112 0 112 
Sahiwal Central Jail 67 6 73
Rawalpindi Central Jail 97 5 102
Attock District Jail 34 1 35
Gujrat District Jail 35 3 38
Jhelum District Jail 35 0 35
Mandi Bahauddin District Jail 50 0 50
Chakwal Sub Jail 10 0 10
Faisalabad Borstal Institution 131 95 226
Mianwali Central Jail 23 8 31
Faisalabad District Jail 1 (girl) 0 1
Jhang District Jail 37 0 37
Sargodha District Jail 39 1 (girl) 40
Shahpur District Jail 18 0 18
Multan Central Jail 30 2 32
Borstal Institution Bahawalpur 82 77 159
DG Khan Central Jail 19 1 20
Bahawalnagar District Jail 17 1 18
Multan District Jail 30 0 30
Muzaffargarh District Jail 22 0 22
Rahim Yar Khan District Jail 17 3 20
Rajanpur District Jail 18 0 18
Multan Women’s Jail 1 0 1
Total 1304 203 507


