Child abuse in war zones


THEY are incessantly changing and are chaos-ridden, these war zones. The unrelenting mayhem that grips them puts them in a state of flux where nothing is certain or absolute. Their impact on human lives is far-reaching. Families are uprooted and people are thrown in disarray with children being socialised under abnormal conditions. Now we learn from Save the Children, a British NGO, that worse evils have followed. The prevalence of child sexual abuse has been found to be high. According to this NGO’s report, aid workers and peacekeepers — those who are expected to be providing succour — are sexually abusing young children in war and disaster zones and they have to a great extent gone unpunished. These children, deprived of the basic amenities of life, trade sex for items ranging from meagre amounts of food and money to mobile phones while rape is also a common occurrence.

The irony is that this abuse is coming from the peace-keepers of the United Nations which is a staunch advocate of children’s rights. The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child is the first legally binding international instrument which includes a full spectrum of rights for children. By signing this agreement, governments commit themselves to respect the rights of children. Thus it was incumbent on the UN to take stern action against the perpetrators of child abuse. It is, therefore, a matter of much relief that the world body is bringing to justice those who have been reported. This is important as it will not only deter prospective abusers but will also encourage the reporting of such incidents. Better reporting and monitoring mechanisms should be set in place. Regular checks by high-ups in the UN would also serve to pre-empt such evils. Undoubtedly, UN forces are expected to comprise men of integrity and courage who not only serve their countries but also the international community. The few who threaten to vitiate the image of the organisation deserve stern treatment.

