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The American encouragement of
velvet revolutions in the former
Soriet republics poses a threat to
peace and stability in Central Asia
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:S9Ukraine's newly appointed
Prime Ministet Yulia
Timoshenko, who was the fiery
leader of the "orange revolution"
in Kiev, further clarified the mis-
sion of the Tbilisi-Kiev axis,
promising in her typical straight-
forward manner to "peacefully
export the orangerevolution wher-
ever it may be possible."

During the stormy election
campaign in Ukraine, would-be
revolutionaries from other ex-
Soviet states flocked to that country
to gather experiencein staging
colouredrevolutions.

The next likely target for such
a revolution is Kyrgyzstan, where
parliamentary elections are sched-
uled for February 27 and a presi-
dential poll is due in October. The
United States has been actively
preparing the ground for a "revolu-
tion of tulips" in Kyrgyzstan to
replace President Askar Akayev, a
staunch ally of RUssia,with a pro-
American leader. The US Deputy
Assistant Secretary of State, Linn
Pasco, who was the moving spirit
behind the "orange revolution" in
Ukraine, has brought together a
powerful Opposition coalition of
former allies of the Kyrgyz
President, while the US
Ambassador in Kyrgyzstan,
Stephen Young, publicly called for
a "peaceful transfer of power" and
promised fmancial aid to ensure a
"fair election."

In a recent interview, Mr
Akayev explained why Kyrgyzstan
had been picked for a "velvet revo-
lution." The technology of such
revolutions works only in countries
that have already embarked on the
road of democracy, but is ineffec-
tive against authoritarian or dictato-
rial regimes, he said.

"I am sure this technology will
not work in Turkmenistan, but it

may work in Kyrgyzstan, which
has established such fundamentals

of democracy as numerous opposi-
tion parties, free media and over
5,000 non-governmental organisa-
tions," he said.

Indeed, the democratic
process has made considerable
headway in Kyrgyzstan over the
15 years that Mr Akayev,a former
scientist, has held the reins of
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The threat of export of revolu-
tion has pushed Central Asian lead-
ers closer to Russia. The Presidents
of Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan
were in Moscow this month to dis-
cuss with Russia's President,
Vladintir Putin, the situation and
reiterate long-term strategic part-
nership with Russia. For its part,
Moscow armounced the launch of a
programme to supply the armies of
Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, and other ~ I
allies in the CSTO defence treaty
weapons at cut-rate prices.

Moscow has also warned the
West that it will f1nllly defend its -
interests in the former Soviet
Union. Russia will "sharply react to
the export of revolutions to coun-
tries of the CIS (Commonwealth of
Independent States), no matter in
what colours these revolutions may
be draped - rose, blue or any
other," the Russian Defence
Minister, Sergei Ivanov, said
addressing an international confer-
ence on new threats and challenges,
in New York earlier this month.

The Russian defence chief did
not provide any details of Russia's
possible "sharp reaction" to the
Western onslaught, but he stressed
the importance Russia attached to
strengthening defence ties with for-
mer Sovietstates. .

"Today we have military pres-
ence in all CIS countries, with the
exception of Turkmenistan and
Uzbekistan." Mr Ivanov said.

Experts said Mr Ivanov's
tough statement could be an indica-
tion Russia was reassessing its
geopolitical options and assigning a
bigger role to its defence muscle in
upholding national interests.

"The Kremlin is determined to
defend its positions in the CIS by
using different methods, including
military ones," said Mr Vladimir
Popov of the Academy of Military
Sciences. COURTESYTHE HINDU

Learning from the experience
of Georgia and Ukraine, where
street protestsforced the govern-
ments to buckle to opposition
demands, the Opposition in
Kyrgyzstan has threatened to stage
massive demonstrations if the
authorities attempt to rig the
February vote. It has already started
picketing government offices in
protest against disqualification of
candidates on technical grounds.

The' parliamentary election
on February 25 in Kyrgyzstan
may decide the fate of the
October 30 presidential poll, as an
Opposition majority in Parliament
will be able to block Mr Akayev
from seeking re-election. The
country's Constitutional Court
last year left it to Parliament to
decide whether Mr Akayev, who
has served three terms, can stand
again. Although Mr Akayev
promised not to run, he may still
change his mind if he fails to pro-
mote a strong loyalist to succeed
him. His daughter, Bermet
Akayev, is an option, but she is
still to prove her mettle in the par-
liamentary race as the leader of
the newly formed party, Alga
Kyrgyzstan.

Russia cannot easily allow
Kyrgystan to fall from its orbit.
With the opening of a major air
base in that country two year ago
Russia acquired a strategic foothold
in Central Asia and balanced the

presence of a NATO base on
Kyrgyz territory under the interna-
tional anti-terror effort in nearby
Afghanistan. Russia has a growing
presence in the Kyrgyz economy
and Russians constitute the third-
largest ethnic group in the country.

The success of a "revolution of
tulips" in Kyrgyzstan may trigger a
political crisis in Kazakhstan,
another Central Asian nation in the
sights of US "democratisers." A
delegation of Kazakh Opposition
activists visited Ukraine at the


