I China border 5c11d applas vere the
he brought to Almaty, Kaza
‘commercial centre.
- For Kazakhs, there"s %
‘the shlpmem : ' '
- Almaty’s region is where
frees were. fx}und and the ﬂrs'

Uﬂl(}}l s itmt mdust!)' Its very na
“Father of Apples”.
In the past few years, € '.
vegetables, TV sets, T-shirts. an ires
flooded markets along the old Sil
former Soviet Central Asia. Fach day, 4
along the Chinese border hurxdreds 1clo
_rm;iexs ratle west. _
- These goods are the m{:sl vmb]e sign
Beijing's growing power here as C ina, Russia
‘the United States and others
financial and strategic advantage on the bor
of some of the world’s most turbulent count
- Iran, Afghanistan and Pakist:
i If'sa struggle in which China seemis
gaining the upper hand.
At stake are oil, hydropov.cr
cnateglc metals, p}pchnes tran
‘access to markets. The chief |
‘;upplles Chma needs. Ih(:‘m,

Mosmw or Be] png

- China today is rcachulg :
Asia' to tap oil and £4S Teserves, usi
and  investments to “challen
monopoly on gas. shipments
Moscow's hopeb of u:fnimllmg a bigg
the region’s oil.
. In recent years, China a
forged a strategic alliance, as part of i
called the Shanghai Cooperation Organi
to squeeze the United States out of Central
after the US established military bases=-
Thev have largely Succeeded,

* However, friction is dev L,lopmg betw
two neighbouring giants. And gwt:n China's 1.3
biflion pwp]c and its econcmlc_ stre

terials for Soviet
for shoc%dy Soviet

ago as Russian imperial {roops
ritish sples cmﬁpetec}’ fo: mﬂucnce ina

energy, WIH murea:smg ¥V hc on. 'e déf 21

Of course, Russia’s two-
region gives it potent advanta
preserve its influence. -

But Niklas Swanstrom of. John :
University's School of Advanced Intem.
Studies 'u\gues China is bllCCEGdlllg
“soft power” - judiciously
aggressive diplomdt} and massiv
to shove Russia aside. i

ieel and copper at
and cartad the metaLs -

* loaded up on serap
! fden:hcr Se _'



" The tmy. mountainous naﬁon of K} rgyzstan -

-: lmpor{ed almost nothing from its giant

iﬁ-nmghbour 10 the Eds{ By 20{!6 5? percent ut :
. ~ scholars and dlplomats in Almaty.

fmlb 15 percent from Russta -

. In Khorgos, trucks leave C‘hma pac
ty plcal]y return empty. The road to the border
bears the scars of this one- ’way trade. The lane
_ one leading back is smoothly paved.

China's clout: In 2003, Beijing pzedlcied-

f_ leading away from China is deeply mtted the:_

'-; of ftcml% see C{:nu'al ASla § 911 and pas ﬁelds as
. 'j too remote to meet US energy needs. ;

- Washington has alienated the reglon i
overnments by crilicising

's  Chinese have exploited,

| supply ishere,

(- m 50 fold mcrease inits trade w{th Cmtfa] - million, -

The Iraq war, meanwhile,

human right buse

ge to secure oil supplies - a fear the

“China does not pursue a pe!]cy of wagmg

- But China knows much of ﬂs fut

The state-owned China Nauona

. (,ﬂmpany baught PetroKazakhstan in 2003 for
$4.2 billion, then China’s biggest foreign -

acquisition, In July 2006, the CNPC and
Kazakhstan's Kazmunaigaz completed a $700
597-mile - oil pipeline.

: gr’ound It has' béen

Uzbekistan, and the
other in Kyrgyzstan
under pr‘essure

| f‘orced to close its base in .

'as Cehtréf Asia is gr}pped_

by a Muslim revzval

;EASIa within a decade.

::ASISIIS anxious,

“Sometimes, it feels v uneasy to be next o
such 4 mighty neighbour”, ‘said - Anastasiya
Zhukova, a 24-year-old ethnic Russian and
Kazakh citizen who works as a lmgulst for L

“Chinese companies.

‘No one expects China to lry w _conquer

Central Asia by military might. But some fear
:Chma mdy {ransform lhu:c countries mro

'Stalca seerned e

influence here. But after establishing two

- . Kax:dkhstan lo Alashankou in northwest Chin
‘China’s growing (,lcfu mai(es man} Cenirali._

eé to vasﬂy e.xpand i

- The pipeline, designed to supply up to

- per cent of China’s oil needs, will serve the I
major new Chinese re[“mer‘y in Karamay, to open
‘in 2008. By some estimates, one-sixth of
Kazakhstan's oil production will someday be

pumped to China. |
Turkmenistan in Auglzst slarled b

4,350-mile natural gas pipeline through
When

Kazakhstan = to nnrthwr‘st China..
_completed in 2009, the pipeline is expected

- provide China with' 1.1 tn].hun Lublc feet of
- natural gas a year. |

(.hcap Chinese goods haue mrneel

; s say deper
-military bases, it lost ground. It has been forced  slows the g

to close its base in Uzbekistan, and the mhcr in
inder pressnre :

paniv fcr a lack of mlt,r{.sl

some Amenc i not

_down for years because
~goods”; said Kons
“Kazakil Centre |

tudies.

;déxnesuc “product of ju
US will push regime ~ nec

wars for. energy resources, unlike the United
States in Iraq”, Dong Xlaqvang, a Chinese

(diplomat, told a September conference of
'bough 75 percent of TaﬁkrslmSZeraﬁha.uGQId
Corne

actoss

_The Associated Pres
3 Russm aml

yroezhkin of the
“China is
lntcrcstcd m dev*e opment of our

istries. Chma has already tumed us mto an=
1d¢>a1 consumer.” il
 Others Welcome Chmcae investors.
 Tajikistan, with a _per capita annval gross
1$1,300, desperately
estinent. Saifullo Safarov deputy
the Centre for Strategic Research in

 Tajikistan, said that without Chinese money, his
country can’t exploit its mineral wealth, locked

in what he called :"the I:rcasure chest (}f the

i In July, the Chmw: Zum Mm:ng Group

¥,
in Tate: beptcmber it clcumod 1o have
increased the mine’s production. by 50 percent.
Despate China’s  economic enslaught

‘Russia retains enormous mﬂuence, Moscow 1s

still the intellectual, economic and business
- capital for Central Asians, and Russia’s capital
_and other cities draw millions of Central Asmn

udents, merchants and workers. .
-~ “Economi cally, China has con uerad all
remains §

A mbayev of Kyrgy

11 s hkc tht.
tates ami Great-

lalron ‘between thc Umtcc[

Britain”, he said.

But powerful forces are dnvmg :,hcm apau
Nativejj tanguages- All Cez;tra} Asian
the expense of RUSsxan once the lingua franca
here.: The region used to share Moscow's
secula faith in Marxism. Now, Russia is
; Orthodox Christian roots as
gripped by a Muslim revival.
om QOsh, K)rrgyzssan 8 second g
to Kyz-Kyya in the verdant

ity,
erghana Valley, is' dotted wnh the gl:ltcnng
-metal domtz of new mosques.

_ 'an American pop.
ke ys spﬁak ina polyg]at of !

yeﬁ becomes ciommanL_
: ._mdependence ", said

powers around us” iw e




