
~

~= -------
-----

~-mlSSia -ami
'J By Sergei Blagov

The SCD request offers the clearest sign to date
that US prestige in Central Asia is erodinJl. It is
additionally provides proof that Russia
China (fre teaming up to undermine the United
States' strategic position

TURBULENT events in Central Asia this

year - including Kyrgyzstan's revolu-
tion and the bloody suppression of

protest in Uzbekistan - are helping to fuel a
shift in the region's geopolitical balance. Russia
appears to be the primary beneficiary of the
realignment, while the United States now finds
itself increasinglyout of favour in the region.
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! observersbe .tYconcernsare as observers, and also foresee the
encouraginggreaterregionalcooperation.At an ission o( new membersin the future," the
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EECsummitonJune22,fore litical
leadersexpressednewfoundop ut the
establishmentof a regionalfree-tradezone and
customsalliance.

During the EEC summit, Kazakhstani
President Nursultan Nazarbayev noted that
trade among bloc members in 2004 totalled
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