Was the Tori breach a deliberate cut? 

By Mohammad Hussain Khan 
Monday, 23 Aug, 2010 | 01:32 AM PST | 




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.dawn.com/styles/default/beta/images/fontsize.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
[image: image2.jpg]Font size





 HYPERLINK "javascript:void(0)" 
[image: image3.jpg]




 HYPERLINK "javascript:void(0)" 
[image: image4.jpg]¥ E-mail





 HYPERLINK "http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-library/dawn/in-paper-magazine/economic-and-business/?pagedesign=Dawn_FeedbackPage&siteArea=economic-and-business&newsTitle=Was%20the%20Tori%20breach%20a%20deliberate%20cut?" 

[image: image5.png]




[image: image7.png]



[image: image8.jpg]



ACCORDING to Sindh government estimates around 3.7 million people have been displaced so far in the province following the unprecedented floods, and a breach in the Tori embankment downstream Guddu in Kashmore. 

Many believe that this breach was a deliberate cut at the instance of influential persons including federal and provincial ministers to save their land and property at the cost of poor farmers’. A demand for judicial probe is gaining ground. 

However, the diverted flow would ultimately fall in the Indus through Manchhar lake in Sehwan where it would reach via Qambar Shahdadkot through Hamal lake. 

It can harm the lake and Sehwan taluka as its current level was recorded at 111.1RL on Thursday. It attains alarming proportions when it touches a level of 116RL. Then its water has to be released in the Indus through the Aral Wah provided the level of the river remains below the level of lake’s water. 

After the province’s two main barrages Guddu and Sukkur withstood the pressure of flash floods safely, Kotri barrage with a designed capacity of 875,000 cusecs is bracing for super flood. Huge displacement of rural population took place in upper Sindh whose 19 districts, located closely to the Indus river are badly hit. Kashmore and Jacobabad remained the worst affected following the said breach. 

Subsequent cuts and breaches in canals like Begari feeder also proved devastating. According to Chairman Provincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA) Ghulam Ali Shah Pasha, the initial losses are estimated at around Rs50 billion but surveys would begin once water recedes. About 450,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) are suffering from hunger and disease in 983 relief camps of Sindh, he adds. 

Following the announcement by Sindh chief minister that IDPs from upper Sindh would be relocated in Karachi and Hyderabad, caravans of people - evacuated or those who left their abodes before the deluge – kept moving from one corner of Sindh to the other in trucks, pick-ups and other modes of transport. With them they carried livestock to end up in relief camps in deplorable conditions. Many more are shifting to these camps for fear of being swept away. 

The flood wave is developing pressure on the Kotri barrage now as the Indus continues its journey towards the Arabian Sea, quenching the thirst of the Indus delta and the katcha area that had been lying dry for long. Almost 26 points have been declared sensitive downstream Kotri barrage by irrigation authorities. Sujawal-Munarki, Surjani, Sohna-Hilaya and Bagharo-Ochtho embankments are focus of their attention. A water discharge of 543,887 cusecs passed the barrage on Thursday midnight. At 1pm a discharge of 695180 cusecs was recorded upstream Kotri and 666775 cusecs downsteam, according to barrage control room. 

Deaths are being reported due to waterborne diseases and other ailments among the occupants in relief camps following the disaster. The biggest camp in Hyderabad is set up at new Sabzi Mandi off the National Highway. “Around 4,000 IDPs are lodged there. IDPs from Jaffarabad and Osta Mohammad are flocking the camp and are being registered,” said camp in-charge Abid Saleem. 

The site is selected to house IDPs at one place to cater to their needs. Work continues on provision of potable water, construction of lavatories etc. The area seems to be suitable for such a camp where sheds with large platforms for wholesale vegetable merchants exist. 

Many farmers see inundation of katcha area as a positive sign for land fertility although current standing paddy and cotton crops couldn’t withstand the water pressure especially paddy that was planted late in upper Sindh. Floods simply washed way its nurseries. “But water will improve the texture of the land,” said Abdul Majeed Nizamani, president Sindh Abadgar Board (SAB). The drawback is that the land doesn’t have capacity to absorb water due to salinity and being under cultivation. Floodwater would only evaporate, he said. 

Meanwhile, demand for a judicial commission to probe breach of Tori embankment is growing. Right from a government’s allied party to nationalist forces of Sindh all are calling to expose those responsible for the breach. What is intriguing is that the breach hasn’t been plugged and allowed to widen to a couple of kilometres. 

Growers’ representative Abdul Majeed Nizamani says: “The breach occurred late in the night and the government simply didn’t attempt to plug it despite claims that it has huge machinery and resources at its disposal for flood fighting.” But former secretary irrigation Idris Rajput disagreed. He said it couldn’t be an artificial breach and once it occurred it was not possible to plug it with such a high flow. It will only be plugged when the river flow is around 250,000 cusecs. “It will continue to cause damage till then”, he added

