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THE recent floods caused heavy losses to 17 districts of Sindh out of which eight were badly hit, while 23 districts suffered due to mass migration of population from the affected areas.

Similarly, human lives and properties were also badly affected due to breaches in the Indus River, canals and drains, resulting in destruction of many towns and thousands of villages and settlements, standing crops and basic infrastructure and , above all , displacement of 7-8 million people.

Most of the people from the northern districts migrated to big cities and urban areas including Hyderabad, Sukkur and Karachi. Migration also took place from inundated parts of Dadu and Thatta districts.

The federal and Sindh governments, humanitarian and international aid agencies, donors, civil society and NGOs, are carrying out rescue and relief operations. Efforts for recovery, rehabilitation and reconstruction will continue for a longer period. The internally displaced persons (IDPs) have now started returning to their homes.

According to estimates the losses that occurred due to floods are as follows: Challenges:

The irrigation network has collapsed due to breaches in canals distributaries and water courses. Besides, a large number of water courses have been washed away. About 50 per cent of the surveyed households have lost their income by 75-100 per cent.

According to a rapid survey and assessments carried out in the flood-affected districts, 1.3 million hectares of cultivable land with standing crops have been damaged.

About 6,990 water courses worth Rs1.9 billion were also lost in different districts. In addition, 376 tube-wells were damaged.

As per reports, rice crops on 1.6 million acres was destroyed. Sindh produces around 2.4 million tons of rice. The total loss to rice crop amounted to Rs60 billion.

Vegetable crops in the flooded areas was submerged in water, resulting in shortage and price hike.

In case, seeds fertiliser and farming tools are not provided before the sowing season, the growers may not be able to sow wheat.

Due to standing flood water, the affected people who have since returned to their lands are without any grain, vegetables and other edible items. Besides, they do not have fodder to feed their livestock.

According to Pakistan Ginners Association, the floods have resulted in loss of two million bales of cotton.

Due to flood, there has been reduction in milk and meat. The big losses of animals need 2-3 cycles of animal calving to bridge the gap.

Out of 3,500 fish farms, 1,915 covering an area of 5,900 acres have been damaged.

With flood water receding in Katcha area, around 80-85 per cent people have started sowing wheat, mustard, grams, canola and other crops.

In pacca area (upper Sindh), water will gradually recede by Februaryâ€“March 2011. However, Rabi crops can be sown where water has already receded. Therefore, only kharif crops in 2011 can be planted in the now water submerged areas.

In lower Sindh water will recede by Januaryâ€“February 2010. Sunflower can be sown in February 2010, Cotton and other cropscan be grown in March 2011 onwards.

Remedies: For sustainable agriculture development, damaged irrigation and drainage system, farm to market roads, schools, health units and other public infrastructure should be rehabilitated on priority basis.

The riverbanks should be repaired and raised and pitching of stones should be done in weaker embankments. Besides, the breaches in canals distributaries and water courses should be immediately plugged.

Participatory development should be initiated at once by involving communities and gainfully using the flood affected people through civil society and NGOs.

Community participation clubs are required to be formed at village level for re-construction of houses by establishment of kilns and making concrete blocks through civil society and NGOs.

Standing floodwater should be pumped out where ever possible through canals, drains, distributaries and water courses with the help of flood-affected people, civil society and NGOs under government supervision.

Consortium of civil society organisations and NGOs should be formed under the government to raise funds, identify human resources and undertake rehabilitation work particularly housing with the assistance of donor agency.

