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hina: and Indiz stand oul in
progress in terms of economy in
Asia today. In the process of
change resulting into reinventing
Asia we must retain our identity.” — Abhisit
Veijajiva, Member of Parliament, Thailand
and Deputy Leader, Democratic Party in his
‘speech at the Asiz Fellows Conference.

The third annual eonference of Asiz Fel-
lows held in Bangkok from September 1-2
under the auspices of Asia Scholarship
Foundation discussed in depth “Reinventing
Asia in a giobalising world." Participated by
around: 7H fellows from Korea to Pakistan,
the conference dwelt.at length challenges
faced by Asia today and the guestion of why
and how (o reinvent Asia.

While Thailand's role in reinventing and
revitalising Asia is commendable becanse of
its commitment 0 promote inter-Asian eco-
nomic, cultural, political and technological
linkages, other countries of Asia like Jzpan,
Korea, China, and the members of the Assan
countries are also conscious about the need
to provide Asia 4 sense of direction in meet-
ing the challenges of today like globalisa-
tion, poverty and underdevelopment.

Asia as the biggest and the largest conti-
nent of the world alsp containg some of the
world's deadly conflicts, particularly at the
Korean peninsula in Northeast Asia and
Hashmir in South Asia. If East Asia and
South East Asia have moved Lo the road of
cooperation by either freezing or resolving
thelr conflicts, the countries of South Asia
are still 2 vietlm of colonial and historical
legacies, accounting for around half of
world’s poor and the diversion of huge re-
sources in conventional and nuclear arms
race,

Economic competitiveness. democracy,
tolerance and education were identified hy
Mr Abhisit as the four important pre-reqii-
sites of reinventing Asia and gccording to
him, in the process of change, the Asian
countries should bepefit from the positive
aspects of globalisation. Asia is rich in cul®
ture and diversity vet the differences in
Asian societios should be made [or good and
not negative use. That if the lost opportuni-
ties of the past are taken into account by the
Asian countries and adequate lessons-are
learnt from the historical fallures, much can
be done to improve the image of Asta [n the
eves of global community,

In his kevriole address. Dr Suchit Bun-
bongkarn, judge of the Constitutiona! Court
and former Dean; Faculty of Political S¢i-
ence, Chulalongkorn University, Thailand,
stressed that the Asian countries must have
kniowledge based économies because glob-
alisation has made the world smaller, But on
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Yot Asian Studios may help deal with the ar-
verse implications of globalisation, thus
helping to look Asia through the Asian eyes,

Reinventing Asiz is a necessity because
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pnky through the process of soein, economic
and political change, the Asian countries can
suceeed in re-establishing the glory and role
of their Continent in the world today. The
two major giants of Asia, India and China are
finally on the road to progress and the other
Asian countries are also in the process of
etching up with the challenges. Three im-
portant steps could be identified as to how
to refnvient Asia and how Asia can deal with
the impediments in this regard? First, the
less developed countries of Asia, panticularly
in South Asia must follow the example of po-
litical stability, economic development and
inatitutional networks of the success models
fike Japan, Ching, South Korea, Taiwan and
the members of the Asean countries, Myan-
mar and the countries of Indo-China like
Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia are less devel-
oped 28 compared to other Asean countries,
but because of their participation in that re-
gional bloe, there is a hope thal eventually
they will overcome their structural problems
and mateh their Asean counterparts.

he biggest challenge in the Asian re-
T gion is Tor South Asia because of (s
insurmonntable economic, political

and security problems. SAARC, as compared
Lo Adean 15 far behind in institutionalising
the process of regional cooperation, partic-
ularky in the cconomic sphere because of un-
resoived conflicts between [ndia and Pak-
istan. For that purpose, inter and inira
regional trade among the South Asian coun-
tries i3 perkiaps the only solution to bring
their reginy at pur with other regions of Asia
fike South East and East Asia. Second, rein-
venting Asia would remain an unaccom-
plished dream if conflicts in North East and
Scuth Asia, including Afghanistan continue
to destabilise the two regions. While the sit-
ustion in North East Asia is only restricted
to the threar, which the Communist regime
of North Koren poses to its neighbours, par-
ticularly South Korea and Japan, the sita-
tion in South-Asiz is quite delicate because
of unresolved intra, and inter state conflicts.
Third, the challenge of réinventing Asia
would mean sustained people-lo-people in-
teraction, economic and trade activities and
sharing of Informationfideas on issues;
which affeet the countries of Asia. While
Ching has apened up its economy for the
world long time ago. its political order is still

The military government in Myanmaris also
not amenable to forge linkages with other
Asian countries because of the threats,
whith the ruling junta perceives from the
outside wordd, As {ar as South Asia is cons

'hy and how
invent Asia?

cerned, the two major regional eountries,
India and Pakistan are locked up in sus-
tained confrontation since their inception as
independent nations in August 1947, The re-
gion is the most deadly and explosive area
in this world because of the threat, which ex-
Ists from their nuclear weapons; and the
possibility that the two nuclear rivals may
end up in A nuclear war if their unresolved
conflicts cross the threshold point.

The former Prime Minister of Pakistan,
Benazir Bhutto, in her article, “A road map
for South Asia” published in August-Septem-
ber 2003 issue of Jowrnal South Asio (a
publication brought cut by the South Asia
Free Media Association from Lahore)
pointed out the fact that, "it is through the
experience of Europe, racked by war and
confliet for centuries, that we can leamn to
make a peaceful environment in our region.
Europe bured the arms and wars to focus
on frade flows to enrich its people and give
them a better quality of life. Today European
culture s largely anti-war, tolerant and ac-
commodative of other races, religions and
ethnie groups. If we are to rescue the peo-
ple of South Asia from the scourge of
poverty, disease, war, ignorance, pesillence
and hunger, this is the model to follow”

At the Asia fellows annual conference
also, several references by speakers were
made on the Edropean model for Asia and |
the lessons which the Asian countries can
learn [rom the experdence of Europe, partic-
ilarly in the area of economic and political
integration. '

Some positive things, which have hap-
pened in the last 20 years, tend to raise
hopes and expectations about the future of
Asia, Largely, East and South East Asia have
emerged as stable and mature economies.
India, in South Asia is tryving to meetl the
challenges of trade and economy. According
to 2 news item from IMF/Reuters, Asian
forex reserves top & 1.6 trillion. Out of 1.6
trillion dollars; Japan has foreign exchange |
reserves of 3 556.8 billion, followed by
Ching, § 346.5 billlon, Taiwan § 182.2 bil-
lion, South Korea § 134.8 billion. Hong
Kong § 112.6 billion; Singapore 2 87.0 bil-
lion, India & 85.0 billion, Malaysia, 3 38.2
billion, Thaitand & 38.1 billion, Indonesia §
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3.6 billion, Pakistan § 11.1 billion and
Bangladesh % 2.4 billion. From the statisties,
it appears that East and: South East Asia |
rank quite high in terms of foreign exchange
reaerves, s compered to South Asia. How-
ever, one can see @ mirked improved in the
Indian and Pakistani foreign exchange re- |
serves but such a plus point must have a
spund impact on the socio, economie posi-
ton of people of the two countries:

ant an opporiunity. If 19th cenpury can be 3,
Eurcpean Century, 20th century is an Amer-
ican Century, why cannot 215t century be-
come an Asian Century? From any account,
Asla deserves to play a leadership role in
world affdairsin the days {o come,

Reinvenring Asia Is thus both s .challenge. |



