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espair i dangeroos in diple-
mucy. Bot Norl Kores's
latest: actions are moking
much of ‘Asis hopeless. Only
Chtna, long reluctamt te flex its
diplomatic ‘mugcles, now has the
power to find a diplomatic solution
to the North Korean nuclear prob-
lem. But the gquestion t!‘l.‘l‘¥ﬂflt
from Tokyo to Seoul and from
‘W‘uhiwm to Moscow is anking is
thig: will China set in time?
Chinas influence an Nomb Kores
s uniquely powerful. Chinn is &

ing its increasingly dc.\rrm e nedph-
hl?u.!' on life sy iy providing
most of the non-food aid and

China mugt do more
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hardened Nortly Koren's resolve 1o
rely dmr the nuclear option ns 118 pri-
mary mesing of ensuring regimie sur-
vival. But thar should not surptise
anyone: the North Koredn regime
has always been comniltted 1o nok-
ing militry power the ‘liest priority”
in the state budget. This contrusts
sharply. with policies pursued by
China and Vietmam, Asla's twa
other  communiat pawers. In bath
countries, the leadership places mile |
inry power lest fn their natonnl |
developmient llrllrli'_sh'i.

T would be difficult for ke 1S 10 A
chattige the highest priocity of s own |

Ching finds itself in a delicate natlonal security strulogy — pre-empt.
that ‘Noih  Korea receives from +ls I’ ey ferroriag TQH I.E:k! read
abroacd. But 1o prevent Nonh Kores position, pulled in one direction weagonn of 1||.u.£|.h ﬂlmctlna =
Traim im-n:lL_nIr.u; gc_."m: acvipipli tﬂt it i its desire 1o aveid a El-pn:uﬂrvihh |i|u.bur mu:l!:,-u threat
pursult of tuclear weapons, China L g worting In Lran, Insofar as the goal of
ﬁmﬂ; dﬁ more l:!uh |lu'dE:,1¢hh1viﬁrl pree W‘D‘:’Smh Korean pmvrm:q the proliferation of nucleas

onh horea and the US, the role it ol 1 W oin the Korean peninsula in
b w2 it played. Instead, it must now collapse, in Jhe opposite o e e

prompt North Korea 1o hall s
nuclear devilopoent activities i
relufti o the six-party talks with
Americy, Japan, China, Hussia, s
South Koren that broke up weels ugo

direction by fts overriding need to
deepen economic relations with
the US, Japan, and South Korea

concoried, the US has thus succesded |
by snstalning an ad hoc concert of |
wers thus far with Chine, Japan,
in, ind South Korea,
Indeed, In their' first-cver Joint

Recent  developments  indicate
that Narth Korea's nuclear theea is brooming mare serious by
the day. Two weeld ago, North Kores declared that in June i
succeiafully reprocessed some 8,000 spent puclear fucl rods
and now ‘nuclear deterrence’, suggeting that Kam
Jong 11'g |\?Jm¢ may actually be making satmic bombs

ot anly does North Kores shiow litle interest in holding
another session of the stu-pary wiks that the Bush sdminisirs.
tion wnd the other panicipants are calling foe, it now wants 1o
ban the Inpancse from pnl‘lil:i.f\ﬁﬂng Kam scowses Jupan of
introducing unnecessary obstacles gnd complications nio re-
olution of the nuclear question by raising the sensitive msue of
Marth Korea's abduction of Japanese citinens.

But this is niothing more than a political diversion, [i
is inconceivable that muoltilsteral negotistions could
resull in a breakthrough towards & diplomatic solution
while Norih Korea is actively engaged in pursuing i
nucledr weapons programme.

It must ke elear by now that Pyongyang i= determined
lu:mls nuclear weapons programme in order to oblain
a ible assuranice from the 1S that its bizarre snd
repressive regime will be allowed 10 survive. Unless
America secommodaies North Korca's demands for con-
:11.1:!:'1;? A noneggression treafy and ending “hostile” poli-
cies, Kim’s regime is likely 10 keep its nuchear WEEPONS
programme a8 its most effective deterrent against any pre-
ctiptive US attack — something that the Bush admimis-
tration, indeed, refuses to rule oot

America’s military victdry in the war in Iraq probably

declamtion, Chinese Prime Minlster
Wen  labao,  lapanese  Prime
Minister Junichiro Kolzumi, and South Korean President
Roh Moo Hyun fsued a ples on the sidelines of the
ASEAN summit held in Bali on October 8 for a nuclear-
free Korean peninsula. All aidés reullse that feilure to
schieve this would most likely resubl in o nuclesr chain
reaction with Japan, South Korea, and perhups even
Talwan embarking on their own nuelear weapans develop-
meml programs. That scenario i China’s worst nighimare
5o the question now i what can China do ta freeze —
and, if possible, to reverse — North Koreu's nuclear pro-
gramume. China finds itsetf in a delicale position, pulled in
one direction by fs desire to avoid o Enn.-lpimus Marth |
Koresn collapse, and in the opposite direction by its overrid-
irg need lo deepen economic relations with the US, Jupan,
and South Korea, This is why at the UN Security Council
China opposed any military action or sanctions sgains! Norh
Korea, & couniry Tor which it sacrificed alinosi one million

ing the Korean Warin 198(-53.
;1 iﬂ:‘lﬁim‘s vital nasional interest 1o hall North Korea's

quest to become ancther declared noclear power. Chind's sue-
c=a3 here wonld not only cnhance iis own intermotivnal pres: |
tige, bt wounld also contribute immensely 1o Promating region-
Al stabifity and prosperity throughour East Asia. —peps
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