<t North Korean no-war pact not on the cards

n.:.:._ all the diplomatie,, and

some, not so diplomatic,

rhetoric in the confrentation
berween the United States and North
Korea over Pyongyang's nuclear
ambitipns are three basic reasons
why US President George W Bush
will net offer the North, Kereans the
nonageression pact they demand.

One 15 constitutional; The presi-
dent’s chances of rounding up lhe
twio-thirds majority - or 67 voles --
in the Senate, as required by the
Constitution 1o approve a (redty. are
close to weto. Too many senators
from right to left would vote against
il for various ressans,

The second is political: The presi-
dent does not want 1o stiv up another
controyersial isue in the campaign
for the presidennal election in 2004 -
- fol when he has Irage the global
war on ‘terrer, medical insurinee,
unemployment and the bodgeet deficit
staring him in the face

And the third i3 North Korean
diplomatic behaviour! They are up o
their capricious antics again, Nirst by
scoffing at Bush's proposal for a
multingtiondl pledge that MNorth
Korea would not be attacked, then by
saying they were ready 10 consider it
In the fast days they were back to
asseriing that the offer was "nothing
but a sleight of hand” Fom one nim
gualified (o-be president,

Add to that North Korea's long
and well-documented récord of
breaking internalional agreéments,
and the redsons for the widespread

skepticism: in the adminjsiration and
Congress aboul entering into accords
with Pyongyang become evidenl.
The Bush-administration has sug-
gested for at Jeast 10 months thar it
could give Morth Korea written
promises that the US would not
attack. Bush capped 1hose assurances
during his recent trip to Asia, telling
reporters: A
treaty s noi)
eoing Lo hap-
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known as the

six-party talks, which are armed
persuading North Korea to back
avay from 1ts nuclear ambitions, and
seoms eager toosee North Korea
abandon its nuclear plans,
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The seceptance of Japan and
South Kores would be essential to-a
nenageression pledge with North
Kores because each has o security
treaty with the US Washinglon wj
imsist that an agreement with N
Koren must not dilute its copgrmit-
ment 1o help defend Japan angd’South

we not when he has Iraq, the global war on ter- o

Kores.

In return; the MNorth Koreans
would give up plans Lo zeguire a
nuclear arsenal 1o a way thal:could
he vepified. That will most likely be

‘president's

mare difficult than tmagined, even
now, os the Norh Koreans have
thremened several times in the lasi
two wecks, albeit.ohliguely. 1o
explade i nucleardeyvice

“"When the appropriate times
comes.” faid the official Korean
Central News Azency, “the. DPREK
(Demuocratic People’s Republic of
Korea) will take
4 ‘measure Lo
n.._._..:...__. 15 __"__.r“_n:._
deterrent o the
puablic a5
physical farce
cand then there
will be no need

to hav any
more argu-
ment.

the: US
Senate, Bush's
rival i the

Republie
egidenli
pomination in
2000, Sen: John

Korea najgn for the presidential election in 2004 --}cCain - of

heen
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Korca and LS
policy toward
that country. particularly that of for-
mer President Bill Clinton, o
Democrat, MoeCain would: almost
certainly cast a jaundiced eye an a
proposed nonaggression treaty. with

North Korea: Among the moderates,

Sen. Richurd _L._u..__. an Indiana
Republican dnd-charman of the
Foreipn Relations Commiltes, his
applauded Bush's inststence on
multinational diplomiacy towirds
MNorth Korea while leaving the door
open for hilateral talks with the
Naorth Koreans. Lugar has shown no
enthusiasm for o nonaggression
reaty.

On the Democratic side, Sen. John
Kerry of Massachusells, i contender
For hies party's presidential nomination
next vear, has advocated perspading
Maorth Korea o freeze (05 nuclear pros
gram, in return for " some commitment
from the WS that North Korea's secu-
ity will not be jeopardised-" AL the
same lime, be says, Twe must make
clear that we relain all eptions.
including the mulitary option; if North
Korea breaks the [reeze.”

Politicians of all stapes watch the
potls, ohviously, and they register lit-
tle enthusiasm for Jrusting (he North
Koreans with a:ireaty. One poll
reporled that' 61 per cenl of
Americans regarded Nomh Korea as
o long-term threat whild another sur-
vey claimed that 79 per cenl do so
Sull another Tound that 59 per cent

uf Americans thonght Naorth Korea

wiis o problem while 22 per cent said
the threat posed-by the country con-
stituted @ crisis.
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