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\ SIN A BRAMATIC
television  broadeast.  the
Russian - president,  Vindimir
Putin, called npon the million
Russisn emigrants in Ismel to
retum 8t once: 1o thelr home-
land, in view of the growing
danger to their security there.”™

That did not happen, of
course, But it is easy 10 imagine
what would have been the reac-
tion in dsrael if Putin had indeed
made such an sppeal. Or if the
president of France; Jacques
Chirac, had called epon the
Frenich-speakers in Fsrmel, the
husdreds of thousunds of iinmi-
grants from France and North
Africa, to move to Framce,
whiere their life is not threatened
by suicide bombers.,

The Tsrael medii would
have gone berserk, The Knesset,
i an emergercy session, would
have denounced the currageous
winti-Semitic outhurst of the pres-
ident of Russii andfor France,
The politicians would have fred

i putdo each other in condem-

nations of the inadmissible inter-

ference in the intemal affairs of

[srael. The Foreign Office would
hiave ordered the retumn of the
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In the French view, the
French Jews are French.
The republic is not based on
religion or ethnic origin.
The way the French see it,
every citizen is a partner in
the republic and French
culture, And along comes
the Prime Minister of a
foreign country and has the
cheek — not to say chuizpa

The good boy scout

ment. [smeli leaders miss no
opportunity to)call ‘on every
occasion upon Jewish comiti-
nities o ﬁsnt everything and
come o Israek IF there ta sim
of anti-Semitism anywhere, this
15 an automatic response.

If there is d “misunder-
standing”, it is mutual. If could
b called, i the vogue phrase, a
“clash of civilisations™  the
Fremch-European  and  the
Israeli-Zionist.

In the French wview, the
French Jews are French. The
republic is not based on religion
of ethnic origin. The way the
French see if, every citizen is a
partmer in the republic and French
culture — whether Christian or
Jew, Alsacien or Breton, North-
African or Corsican. This is the
basis of the Republigue,

And along comes the Prime
Minister of a foreign country
and has the cheek — not to say
chivzps — 1o attack the very
foundations of the republic and
sow distord among its citizens,
That is the gravest assault on
France, barring an outright mili-
fary atfack

In the Israeli view, it looks |

ambassador in Moseow and/or
Paris for “consultations”™;

What happened  was, of
course, the reverse, It was the

— to attack the very
foundations of the republic

quite different. According 1o
official doctrine. Istdel is “the
Stute of the Jewish People”, |
The “lewish People” consists

[sraeli Prime Minister who

called on the French Jews to leavie their honteland "
goon a5 passible” and come to Ismael, in view of the
alleged — anti-Semitic wave in France. The French
government and media rencled exactly as their Isseli
counterparts would have done. One of every hundred
Frenchman (and Frenchwoman) is Jewish.

"A deplomble misunderm;trlding," the . official
Frénch spokesman intoned; Mcunjn%. in noai-diplomat-
ic language: “Shut up, you bastard!”

Profournd commentators all over the world tried to
guess the hidden motive of Anel Sharon, Was this o
veiled waming o France not to vote in favour of the
judgemient of the International Court in the UN
General Assembly? (France voted for it anyhow, com-
pelling all of Europe to follow suit.) Was he doing a
favour o President Bush, who detests Chirsc?

The truth I= much more simple. [t is impossible 1o
guess Sharon’s Intention, becuse he had none, Tt wis
an inconsequential speech’ before an inconsequential
andience. Scik:unm wanted (o say something that would
give him five seconds on TV, and he gor them
Everybody was satisfied: the TV stations, the Prime
Minister, his sudience and the general public.
Evervbody, that is, except the French,

In Isrmeli ears it was an unimportant, routine state-

of all the Jews in the world,
irrespective of whether they live in Brooklyn,
Burcelona or Bratislava,

Every child here leams thar all the Jews in the
world will come 1o Israel sooher or later, They will |
have no cholee, since the Goyvim (Gentiles) hate the |
Jews, and so the anti-Semites will come 1o power in all
coumnirigs in due course. lsrael exists in order to offer
them 4 haven when they are compelled 16 flee, onee
the inevitable comes about.

This explains the ambivalent reaction of the Israeli
establishment to any anti-Semitic cvent anywhere. The
nulural reaction is, of coursé, one of anger and can-
demniation, But there is also another reaction, a hidden
ane that borders on satisfaction: Here, we told you so. |
Now it is happening. We were right all along.

Bath rexctions lead to the cry: Come, brothers,
before it s too late! It rather resembles the mood boy-
seout inthe joke, the one who helps the ofd lady 1o
eross the read, whether she wants 1o or not, |

S¢ Chirac is. furiows, Sharon is obdure and
repeats his call, and in the middle stind the poor |
French Jews, who just want to be Jeft alane,
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