- Three cheers for alternative ASEAN g:‘i;nes.!

THE NON-EVENT RECENTLY HELD IN
Vientieng that was“meafil to be the liest ASEAN
miecting mmed out 10 be & comedy of erroms i mone
waks than one. First came the ghable drama of
Thaiband's premier, Thaksin Shinawatra, playing the
prima danna threatening to walk out of the procesd-
ings should any pesky journalists or politicians raise
the erbarrassing question of what actually happened
in the 1own of Tak Bai where-more than cighty Thai
Muslins died at the hands: of Thailand's security
forces. Then equally shamelessly Thailand elustised
the Burmese regime saying it wiis not doing enough
as far as democratic refomm was concermed,

In the: spirit of ASEAN fratermity, brotherhood
and wishy-washiness: and in order 10 loosen the col-
fars of the high-and-mighty who grace this edious
speciacle again and agnin, we propose sn alternative
ASEAN games for the leaders and goverments
themselves, Unbeknownst to most of 0 (with the
cxceplion of o few sharpesighied political soentisis,
of course); these games have, in fact, been going an
for decades and the couninies of ASEAN have been
competing against gich other all along, Among the
compiitions on offer include:

Competition 1: The bury-as-many-of: Your-own-
population mce;

The aim i= for the govemnments of ASEAN coun-
tries: o oissacre a5 many of their own citizens on the
flimsiest of presexts a5 they can. Excuses for My
slaughter and genocide may mclude: “the struggle
igainst commutiism”, “national security”, “danger of
secessianis movernent”, “internal revalt”, “local gangs
ind mafiy networks undermining national security ad
the lenitonial imtegrity of the nation-state”,

Thus far Indonesia has been the clear winner,
withs ain estimaed half s mitlion killed ducing the anti-
COMIMUST counter-potsch in [965-66. (It was Inter
dhisqualified from the competition when it was discoy-
ered that the ant-communist bloodhath was partly
sidded by the Americans and other Western powes.)

Following it are the Philippines and Thailand,
bath with an equally impressive and bloody recond of
munlering their own citizens in the name of ant-
communsm and counler-insurzency.  Again both
countries had 1 be disqualified when it was discov-
ered that they were (again!) sided and sbetted by the
United States of America,

Therefore the first prize goes o Cambodia
whise killing fields are the pride of ASEAN and
where (housands of unmarked grves remain undis-
covered. The Khmer Rouge were responsible for the
deaths of more than a million innocent people.
Coming 3 close second is Borema, which has also
chilked up sn impressive record of killing its own
citizens following the ammy conp in 1963, In botl
these cases, the huge bady counts were achicved
purely by local initiative, withow! the help of Uncle
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The predominantly-Muslim
countries of ASEAN — Malaysia
and Indonesia — have cried foul
because they were handicapped
in the run-to-the-docrstep-of-the-
White House-with-begging-bowl-
in-hand 1,000-kilometre dash due
fo Islamist opposition ar home.
Singapore, on the other hand,
was disqualified on the grounds
that they actually dug a tunnel to
the White House and have been
living in the basement all along
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Som. (3o what hard work can achisve? Let that be
i lesson [0 other ASEAN sovemments),

Competition 2; The twist-vour-neck-and-lock-
the-other-way-as-long-as-you-can mace,

The ehjective of this mace i for the govemnmenis
of ASEAN to tum their necks and look the other way,
even whett the most egrant abyses of human rights
and fundamental liberties are taking place ght next
door. While performing this feat, the leaders of the
states also have to contimimlly chant the manirs ‘we
will not inferfere in the domestic affairs of other
stales, we will not interfere in the domestic affairs of
other states, we will not interfere in the domestic
affairs of other states”,

The leaders in this race thus far have been
Malaysia and Singapore. Both have munaged to
fook the other way when shuse of human rights
tikes place right before their eves, in places Tike
Patani, Aceh, East Timor and Irian ctc, Mabaysia
gets 4 honus point thanks to its amazing ubility to

deseribe the happenings in Patani s o *foreign
domestic problem’, even as the so-called foreign
country (Thailand} happens to be a stone’s throw
away across the Golok River

The Philippines while remuining oblivious 1o the:
problems on its own territory — namely the killings
ir Mindanao and the brutal conduct of its own army
— has béen disqualifisd bevaise it kept looking ar the
problems of other countries in ASEAN,

Competition 3: The run-to-the-doorstep-of-the-
White House-with-begging-bowd-in-hand 1 000-kilo-
metre dash.

The objective of this race is for the leaders of
ASEAN to tush 10 the doorstep of the Whire
House, begging bowl in hand, 1o win Americin
support while  proclaiming  commitment to
Washington’s ‘war on terror’ in Asia. In the
eourse of doing so, the ASEAN countrics have 1o
forgel and erase America’s record of violem and
bicody intervention in Asia

The outright is Thailand, which has now been

designuted a ‘mujor non=NATO ally’ by none oiber

than President Bush Jr himself, Thailond wis one
of the first countries in ASEAN o fend iis suppen
to the American "war on terror” campaign. Thus far
this se¢ms to have paid dividends in terms of the
near-total lack of American niedia coverage of the
vilence in Patani and the rest of southern
Thailand. Coming o close sceond is the Philippines
under the leadership of Gloria Arroyo, who has
trumpled on the post-1986 post-Marcos constifu-
tion of the country which specifically prohibits the
Philippine government from allowing foreign
troaps to operate on Filipino soil.

The predominantly-Muslim  countries  of
ASEAN — Malnysia and Indonesic — love cried
foul because they were handicapped in the race dus
to Islamist opposition 3 home, Singapore, on the
other hand, was (isqualified on the grovmds that they
actually dug n funned to the White House and have
been living in the basement all along,

The games were conducted in eamest and all the
participants stated liter that they had had a jolly pood
time. Throughout the event the representatives of
ASEAN were colourfully dressed i traditional
ASEAN dress: that is, Levis jeans and cowboy hats.
Numerows Amercan fast food companies were the
proud sponsors of the games and have promised to
sponsor the neat romd of collective lunacy..

(The aecount is dedicated to the memory of the
Sounding fathers of ASEAN, whose noble drean of
biilding an ASEAN of the people, by the people and
Sor the people have been 30 shamelessty betraved |

Dr Farish A Noor &5 Malaysian political scientist
and lisiman rights aomvist




