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few years. The people of The first priority of the
Darfur want a similar deal for international community
themselves. They are backed charged that the US wants to Khartoum is making a big Minister Majzoub AI Khalifa should be to help alleviate the
by elements from the southern topple the regime and wants mistake by insisting that it Ahmed, who is head of the suffering of the Darfurians and
rebel movement. Obviously, unfettered access to the coun- would not respect the Aug. 30 government delegation at the not to allow the poli tics of
the government in Khartoum try's oil and gas resources. deadline, set by the UN ongoing talks in the Nigerian negotiations drag efforts to
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ern Sudan are also getting rest- that dwarfs other African oil- action, to force the Sudanese the Darfur dissident movement in international history.

As a former ambassador
to Sudan, I can see
through the double cri-

teria used by the Khartoum
government. The Darfurian
people are entitled to have the
same rights and integrity like
all human beings. The Arab
League and Jordan should
stand against the atrocities

'rnmitted to force Darfurian
slims to be Arabised.

Some say it is a, clash for
,wer between Arab Muslims

~Id" African Muslims in
Sudan's weste~n province of
Darfur. Others say the West,
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partic
,

Ularly the US, is aiming
Iat the oil, gas and other hydro-"
carbon and mineral deposits in
Sudan. Yet others see it as a.

'-Western plot to topple the gov-
lernment of Omar Hassan Al
Bashir. Indeed, there are the
conspiracy theory advocates
~ho, ridiculously, think it is a
~ionist MoS

,

sad plot to, divide
~udan into four independent
states and deny Egypt the
water and strategic advantages
it usedJo enjoy.

No matter what the reason,
the reality is that hundreds of
thousands are suffering, and it
could indeed be the worst
humanitarian crisis that the
world has seen, as the UN
describes it.

What has the world done
about it? Yes, Sudan is under
international pressure, and it
should indeed. be, given the
magnitude of the crisis that is
bound to generate many other
crises. Governments have the
responsibility to protect their
own people, but iri Sudan we
see just the opposite.
Notwithstanding its loud rejec-
tions an'9 denials, we know

fthat Khartoum has been back-
:ing an? indeed even arming
,the Janjaweed militiamen who


