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Geograp,h.yhelps.to eXpl~JnAfriGa's'-woes~, ,
. ,.", - <Y\~, <)~.(\I~ G.~,o1

JOHANNESBURG:It's ~ for1~JoUIJ!!Yk!,~~vea .. , n~ ;~en'!kIt onanavigableriyer. ,

C93S!-,-or at least lots of Its population lit cI~ proxumty to . In EasternEurope,Romaniahas a Blade~eacoastand
"tlle,sea and'not ~for tripsto,tlle beach. Recent$IUdies moretllan twice thee,population of the landlocked Czech
are,confirming what many econOmists

,

' 'havelongknown:that ,Republic.but thelatter'seOOnomyhasfaredfarbettersince Igeographymatters.Sk.edoestoo.Thismaybeespeciallyrel- the co11apseof theIronCurtain,Thereareothergeographical
evan!toAfrica,helpingtoexplainwhyit is theworld'spoor- factorsthatbodeill forgrowth,investmentanddevelopment,
'est ,continentandwhrthe wealthgapbetweenitandtherest ',~,1lIIdSachs looJred,atincomedifferencesamongtropi- I
'of theplanetj$'growmg. ',,~; ,', ~".ii;:al,);sUbtiOpi~~r and<temperate-zone,economies(Africa's
I '" "Morecountriesare lanllocked (in Africa),withSmail econoniiesworildbelumpedin thefuSttwo)aDdfoundhuge
.pOpuIations,thanin anyotherregion,"saystheUnited disparities;It foundthemedianincomeintropicalcountries'
iJ:fitionSDeVelopmentProgramme(UNDP)."Thisiinpedes to be $3,191,whileit was$7,254in su!?tt<>PlcaIstatesaDd
growth PJlmaIciiJgexports costly and limiting incentives [0)'$9,296 'in te~perate ZOi\c,economies, "Tropical regions are !
foreign directJ!investJnen\," it sayS, In its 2003 Human !.<I#Pdere9m~vel6pment inCOJ11P&Iison.to teJI1perateregi()ns,I !
DevelopmentReport.the UNDPlooksat economicgrowth' "proba'blfoihigherdiseasebUrdensaDdIimifiltionSon'agricl

I

'

ratesbypopulationsizeandgeographicalfactOiSbetween cri1tura1,productivity,"itsays,Themap,itseems,(Jasworked
'1980and 1998,Smallcounttiesareclassifiedas thosewith againstAfrica in modem times while helping to chart
f*tban 4Om.illion~~m 199("vb!!~thosewitht!nTeI;urope:1I patlltopros~ty, 'I
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,plest~the,coast.are classifiedas inland- evenif they 8ssociati:dWIthlowinCOI\le-ingeneral:a veryhig!Jconcen-'

.aYea~e.-MSmaU and iii!&ndcouDtricisenjoyed tImc4 ' tration,oflaDdinthetropIcS,a popuIatibn-very4dvilycon-I
.Iessect:IDOmicSuccessover thesame~od (thanlargeor ~ iif\he,interior;(aI!d)morethana quarterof itspop-
cqaStaIcojJnfries); the rep()rt' ".~~fiJidings ~ partic~ '\iIaI.ioI\'w18.J!'Q16ckedCOU1jmes;say Gallup and SliChs;They
uJarlyreIeVabtfor Africa, since13oftheS5 countriescount~ also pojrttoU(that Afrieais quite far from the closest .~<jre"
ed allsmall and inland are 011that Continent,"it sayll. markets in EUropeand has low population densitk',:'m i1s

Geography Important; but not; a straltjack~: coastat'andinteriorregions-. . '" .'
I~ gpingbaek to Adam ,Smith iJlthq18th century Geography alone doellDot explain the wjdening incqme
lhave arguedtbatgeography is a vital ingredient of ,economic , , plf ~'eeII,cAfri~,andthe fellt oithe world. A-devastat-I Ii
~ andanalystshaveinreceII1years~ closelyexam-ing indevelopment,"hesaid. " mgAlpSpandemichascompo\lIldedthe,~ causedby
',tiling !IS ~ OIlde~eI()pme.nt."Nearly alllandIock«:d .' Of~.therei<;ljttIeacountty,can~aboutthephrs- tropicaldiseasessuc~usma1aria.:wm'esmalln~~of
countnes lit tije world are poor; except for a handfulm icalreaIity of Its geography,Mort of mvadingand annexmg people may mean, tiny, unattractive markets, big IS not

\;W~ ~t)ial are deeply iJltegt;ltecJjnto..the~(!pal. a.Jje~~~'J3utg~l!lHcalt' ,'t ~,a aJways~u,PfuL
IEuropeanJltarkcl;"'sa)'S,. 1998 paper,bylO1m.JilkeGaUUP ~tiaCk~'.~~phfisfi6t~~tin, h'~ ,.'.",','.'TIll: po~onSof ~ Africanco1ll!trlesare growing,at
and Jeffrey Sachs,Whichwas presented to theAmnJal Bank regIOnaleconO!lllCmtegrationand IItvestmen , atnncl1faster pace than their frail econOlWescan handle,with
'Conf'mnCe on DevetopmentEcooomics. There are aIIUIIlber tore can break'through these barrim, " said MrSteW&rt. theyoimg and umkilled swelling the nmks of,the unemployed.
.of R:aSOIISfor thiSstateof affairs,, 'Oneslze~ not fit all: Obviously,this theoryisnot t\nalyStsalsopointtounfairtradepracticesthatpreventmanyI
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African countries to move forward, and small inland coun- according to Gallup and'Sachs, was the ncl1estbOll-European iiCh markets. High! debt loads are another millstone., And
trieS are facing a particular challenge," UNDP economist landlocked country with a popUlation of more than imillion many African countries have suffered from shoddy gover-

DavidStewarttoldReuters. . in 1998,andis widely=m as an Africansucces.s$tory,But nance,rampantcon:uptionandbrutaldictatorship&But~-
""'Y'Jth,~ infeIDalmarkels;andhigh.~ to.reach asthey~,out, it~o.wesitspri~,~fplaceto.~J1IPhy ~,see.m to,.beplaying~cant a role.ThetrickIS

,;gldbaltIaditig~the.cc:onmmes of!lJese.,~ are diamOnd,mmes.""MnclJofthe j!lealthofthq , ;11 ,to\RiiIijtII,e~that breacbthisnatural~~cleto pros-
; tOOismaDto atilaCtthe ilMstmem ~\to divezsify Iaigcst econoiIIy; SOOth.Africa, was extJ:a<:tOO",.Wd pint},,- mdJ'iSregiorial cooperation ~ and give Africans

~'awa f':ronl:. , commodities-'- a vitalstepin Diinesfar frmD.the coast.Thelargestcity,l~1I; the~toclimh outof theirpoverty.-Reuters, ~ ry ~~ -- - progre5S-.--- ~---:.~ - ---:. "r""~':>'- ~ - -~- . --- ---


