JOHANNESBURG: It's good for your ‘country to have a
coast — or at least lots of its population in cl-se proximity to
the sea — and not just for trips to the beach. Recent studies
are confirming what many economists have long known: that
geography matters. Size does too. This may be especially rel-
evant to Africa, helping to explain why it is the world’s poor-
est continent and why the wealth gap between it and the rest
of the planet is growing,
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growth by making exports oostly and limiting incentives for
foreign direct 'investment,” it says. In its 2003 Human
Development Report, the UNDP looks at economic growth
rates by population size and geographical factors between
1980 and 1998. Small countries are classified as those with
fewer than 40 million people in 1990 while those with three
-arters of the
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ave a coastline.“Small and inland countries enjoyed 1
..mmmcmmmemepmod (than large or
coastal countries),” the report sa ndings are partic-
ularly relevant for Africa, since
cd as small and inland are on that continent,” it says.
‘Geography important, but not a straitjacket:
Fconomists going back
have argued that geography is a vital ingredient of economic
success, and analysts have in recent years been closely exam-
ining its impact on development. “Nearly all landlocked
countries in the world are poor, except for a handful in
Western Emupe that are de;g&r integrated into the regional
European market,” says a 1998 paper by John Luke (gﬂ;i
and Jeffrey Sachs which was presented to the Annual
Conference on Development Economics. "I‘he:re are amimber
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ing in development,” he said.

Of course, there is little a coun
ical reality of i :ts gwgraphy, short annexing
fate. But geographical location needn’t be a
 straight-jacket. “ngaphy:snotda;uny — policies such as

regional economic integration and investments in
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ture can break these barriers,” said Mr Stewart.
One size does not fit all: Obviously, this theory is not
a case of one size — or one location — fitting all. Botswana,
according to Gallup and Sachs, was the richest non-European
landlocked country with a population of more than a million
in 1998, and is mdelysemasande}\fpcla;n succu@ustory But
as t out, it “owes its of place to wel
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In Eastern Europe, Romania has a Black Sea coast and
more than twice ihe nuon of the landlocked Czech
Republic, but the ]atter s economy has fared far better since
the collapse of the Iron Curtain. There are other ical
factors bode ill for growth, investment and ent.
Gallup and Sachs looked at income differences among tropi-
. cal, subtropical and temperate-zone economies {Africa’s
economies would be lumped in the first two) and found huge

ities. It found the median income in countries

to be $3,191, while it was $7,254 in subtropical states and

$9,296 in temperate zone economies. “Tropical regions are

- hindered in development in {0 temperate l'l:glons,
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tural productivity,” ;td:grs The map, it seems, has wor ed

aga.mst Africa in my times while helping to chart
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also point out that Africa is
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markets in Europe and has popuhtlondensm mlls
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regions.
Geogmphy aloné does not explain the widening income
between Africa and the rest of the world, A devastat-

ing AIDS pandemic has the misery caused by
mmldlmseswchwnnmnmded While small numbers of

people may mean finy, unattractive markets, big is not |
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‘The populations of most African countries are growing at
a much faster pace than their frail economies can handle, with
the young and unskilled the ranks of the unemployed.
Analysts also point to unfair mmtmmy
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