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And when ye gojmh in the land.. it is no sinjar you to curtail
(your) worship ifyejear that those who disbelieve may attack
you. In trIflh the disbelievers are an open mwmy to you.

Surah An-Nisa - 4, Verse ,..101

-Sudan's chance
for.peace

and the Sudanese government. This
resulted in the signing of a 'perma-
nent ceasefire' on 31st of December,
2004,by signing the last two protocols
regarding the modalities of imple-
mentation of the peace agreement
based on the premise of sharing
power and wealth.

On the 9th of January, 2005, the
final peace agreement was signed in
Nairobi, in the presence of repre-
sentatives of the international com-
munity to usher a new era of peace
and development in Sudan. Thechief
architects of this historic deal were
Vice President Ali Osman Taha, rep-
resenting the Sudanese government
led by President Omar al-Bashir,and
General John Garang, the veteran
leader of the main southern rebel
group, the SPLA. This historic deal
is unique in several ways.

Firstly, it has the blessings of all
political parties in Sudan, like the
popular Umma party of Sadiq al-
Mahdi (with little reservation) and
the Democratic Alliance, fully. Sec-
ondly, this peace agreement involves
the African Union and the Interna-
tional Community. TheInternational
Partners Forum comprising the US,
UK, Norway, Italy, Netnerlands,
Sweden and Italy are all party to it.
Thirdly, this peace deal is the most
comprehensive, all encompassing
and fair agreement which sets an
example for all the countries of the
world. Under the agreement, Sudan
is to become a federal state for a
transitional period of six years.

At the end of which, the south will
decide by referendum either ,to
choose secession and self-determi-
nation, or to remain inside the united
Sudan. John Garang will be the vice
president, and his party members
will sit in the new Parliament along
with the members from the north.
Even, power and oil revenues will
be shared evenly between the north
and south.

However, the International Com-
munity stresses that the peace deal
between north and south Sudan
would be baseless without the set-
tlement of the Darfur region. The US
is the most ardent supporter of this
idea. The US is the only country
which has termed the ongoing con-
flict in Darfur as genocide. Today,
when America talks of genocide it

seems frivolous.
Has the world for-
gotten Vietnam?
What about the
current atrocities
being committed
in Iraq" AJg~anii,'f~stanandnot toror-
get Abu Ghraib
and Guantanamo?

Recently, Kofi
Annan has been
ask'ed either to
deal with the re-
gion of Darfur or ,
resign, even
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resources, became
sensitive to historical injustic~s and
inequalities and took a bold step to
redress. The National Salvation
Revolution (NSR) came into exist-
ence, which made the peace issue its
foremost priority. A first ceasefire
was agreed in October 2002. Two
years of laborious negotiations fol-
lowed in which the NSR of Sudan
played an important role. It openly
resolved to put an end to the ongo-
ing devastating war in southern Su-
dan.

Many sincere and significant at-
tempts were made by the govern-
ment of Sudan with the SPLM/
SPLA( Sudan People's Liberation
Movement/Sudan People's Libera-
tion Army). The Machakos Protocol
of July 2002,signed in Kenya, is the
most pertinent example of Sudanese
government's efforts under the aus-
pices of the IGAD Peace Process. It
was here that the three parties met
from 18th June; 2002 through 31st
January, 2004, and reiterated their
commitment to a negotiated, peace-
ful, comprehensive resolution to the
Sudan conflict. Member states of the
IGAD Sub-Committee on Sudan in-
'eluded Djibouti, Eritrea; Kenya,
Ethiopia and Uganda.

The Machakos Protocol provided
a broad framework, which set forth
the principles of governance, the
general procedures to be followed
during the transitional process and
the structures of government to be
created under legal. and constitu-
ti,onal arrangements. A specific
agreement on the right of self-deter-
mination for the people of southern
Sudan, on the relation between state
and religion was also reached. Rep-
resentatives of the US, UK, Norway
and Italy have signed as grantors of
the peace agreement as well as the
Arab League, the UN and the Afri-
can Union.

The government of Sudan fully
affirmed the fact that Sudan being a
multi-religious, multi-racial, and
multi-cultural society, religion was
not to be used as a divisive factor.
Though, Islam is the religion of the
majority. The unity, solidarity and
sovereignty of Sudan was affirmed
and upheld by the government of
Sudan in all respects. According to
the Machakos Protocol, the religious
beliefs of the parties concerned were
to be respected by all. The constitu-
tion of the Republic of Sudan also
upholds the rights, duties, freedom
and values of the nation.

It is affirmed in the constitution
that Sudan is a universal homeland
in which different races and cultures
are to associate in harmony. Dis"
crimination based on sex, religion or
race is prohibited. The efforts by the
respective government of Sudan and
various African nations culminated
in the six protocols of Naivasha
(Kenya) agreed upon by the SPLM
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to investigate Darfur has concluded
that Khartoum has not pursued a
policy of genocide against non-Ar-
abs in the region as wrongly por-
trayed by the media. Unfortunately,
the role of Mr Kofi Annan has also
been very biased (Pro-American),
regarding the resolution of the Su-
daneseproblem. This has further cast
doubt on the credibility of the UN,
which is looked upon as a 'US sweep"
ing mop' and Mr. Annan himself,
after the oil for food scam involving
him and his son. It is interesting to
note that the US itself is reluctant to.
refer the matter to the International
Criminal Court (ICe), in The Hague,
which might one day, try US war
crimes. Washington has instead pro-

.poseda new UN-Africantribunalto
be set up in Tanzania, a proposal
rejected by Algeria and China -which
back Sudan's call for its own domes-
tic trials.

Today; Sudan still remains on the
US list of state sponsors of terrorism.
It faces sanctions from the US which
could only worsen the peace efforts
of the present Sudanese government.
The Sudanese go<rernment has al-
ready started to negotiate with the
rebels from Darfur under the aus-
pices of the African Union in Abuja,
Nigeria and in Chad to end the con-
flict and hopefully this region will
soon return to peace. The people of
Sudan have enough problems at
hand like the Beja Community of
Eastern Sudan. The government of
Sudan admits the fact that Eastern
Sudan is one of the marginalised
region and expresses willingness to
solve the problem. The Sudanese
government has decided to estab-
lish a forum of negotiations to reach
a peaceful settlement of this issue.
Like every nation, the people of SUO.
dan would like to solve their prob-
lems themselves.

There is no doubt that the Suda-
nese people have suffered for a long
time. They are still trying to establish
peace and get rid of the colonial
legacy which had sown the seeds of
discontent among them. Imposing
sanctions or international military
intervention would not 'help the Su-
danese people in any way as the
experience in Afghanistan and Iraq
project. A spirit of compromise and
restraint is needed at this important
juncture. This is the time that the
Sudanese people need to be encour-
aged to come out of their problems
by the International Community es-
pecially when the Government of
Sudan is very much co-operative to
find a negotiated settlement to all
conflicts. Time and again, the Suda-
nese government has reiterated its
will and determination to solve the
conflicts through negotiations. So,
let the people of Sudan decide their
own destiny and let peace take its
natural course.


