Winning Peace the Hard Way 
The Taliban regime in Afghanistan must accept the reality that they are no match for the military prowess of nuclear Pakistan. 
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Needless to emphasise that currently Pakistan is faced with an existential threat from the phenomenon of terrorism emanating from Afghanistan and a security threat from our arch-enemy India, which requires impregnable national unity to ward off these dangers. The way our security establishment and law enforcement agencies are dealing with terrorism—by rendering unparalleled sacrifices and thwarting Indian designs against Pakistan—deserves the unqualified gratitude of the nation.
The success of the efforts in this regard undoubtedly is contingent upon the backing and support of the entire nation. But it is indeed painful to note that PTI and its supporters are persistently engaged in tarnishing the image of the Army and portraying it in very dismal colours, manifestly to drive a wedge between the people and the armed forces to promote their skewed and narrow political agenda, which is tantamount to playing into the hands of the enemies of the country.
It was this party which repatriated the operatives of TTP during its rule, nullifying the success achieved through Operation Zarb-e-Azb, which led to the resurgence of terrorist activities in the country. It continues to maintain a pro-TTP stance, insisting on dialogue with them instead of carrying out intelligence-based military operations against them, notwithstanding the fact that they are carrying out these attacks daily against our security forces and law enforcement agencies, adding to the number of martyrs every day. The party is also conveniently neglecting the fact that TTP and other terrorist groups carrying out acts of terrorism in Pakistan are supported by the Afghan Taliban and India, and there is irrefutable evidence available to this effect.
After the return of the Taliban government in Afghanistan in 2021, Pakistan expected an end to terrorist attacks in Pakistan by TTP and other terrorist entities like BLA as per their commitment in the Doha Agreement. However, contrary to these expectations and repeated requests by Pakistan to the Afghan Taliban to fulfil their responsibilities, there was an exponential increase in attacks on security installations and security forces from across the border, in which the terrorists have been using the weapons left behind by US and NATO forces at the time of their exit from Afghanistan.
The Afghan Taliban not only supported and encouraged TTP and BLA operatives to target security installations and security posts along the border and within KPK and Balochistan but also committed the indiscretion of attacking several security forces along the border without any provocation at the behest of India, which, having failed and been defeated by Pakistan, was looking for proxies to unsettle and destabilise Pakistan. The Taliban probably failed to notice the new normal adopted by Pakistan against acts of provocation and visualise its response to their actions. They made it difficult for Pakistan to continue the restraint it had been exercising for quite some time. These attacks occurred when the Afghan foreign minister was on a visit to India to strengthen the bonhomie between the two countries.
That rightly marked the end of restraint and patience by Pakistan and its security forces. In line with its new normal, as spelled out by Field Marshal Asim Munir in his address at PMA Kakul last Friday, Pakistan’s armed forces responded decisively against these attacks, inflicting heavy casualties on the Taliban forces and destroying a number of their military headquarters. The Taliban, realising their folly of attacking Pakistani security forces and leading to a direct military confrontation with them on the urging of India, could not bear the scale of the onslaught and had no choice but to appeal for a ceasefire. Pakistan agreed to the request, and consequently, a 48-hour ceasefire came into being.
The gravity of the situation raised alarm among many Muslim countries, including Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Turkiye, and China, who pleaded for the cessation of hostilities and defusing of tensions. Turkiye and Qatar sponsored a dialogue between Pakistan and Afghanistan at Doha. As a result, both countries agreed to end hostilities immediately; honour each other’s sovereignty; the Afghan government pledged not to support groups operating against Pakistan; and both sides committed to a joint fight against terrorism. The second round of dialogue will be held in Istanbul on 25th October to discuss operational details and the monitoring framework of the pact. It is hoped that the Taliban government will honour its commitments under the agreement in their own interest, overall regional security, and economic prosperity.
Pakistan, by retaliating against the Taliban regime with full force, has indeed given a loud and clear message to the Afghan Taliban and their Indian mentors that there will be zero tolerance if any anti-Pakistan act is supported and abetted by them, including allowing terrorist groups to use Afghan soil for attacks against Pakistan.
Field Marshal Asim Munir, while addressing cadets on the eve of the passing-out parade at PMA Kakul last Friday, also sent out a stern warning to India, urging her to refrain from provocative acts against Pakistan, failing which it will have to face consequences beyond its imagination. Referring to Indian machinations of waging a proxy war against Pakistan, he observed, “Having failed in its belligerence against Pakistan in Operation Maarqa-e-Haq, India continues with state-sponsored terrorism as a preferred policy. Our adversary’s use of Fitna-al-Hind and Fitna-al-Khawarij as hired guns exposes its cowering, hypocritical, and heinous face to the world. Equally disconcerting is the use of Afghan soil for terrorism in Pakistan. We urge the people of Afghanistan to choose mutual security over perpetual violence and progress over hardline obscurantism. The Taliban regime must rein in the proxies, who have sanctuaries in Afghanistan and are using Afghan soil to perpetrate heinous attacks inside Pakistan.”
The Taliban regime in Afghanistan must accept the reality that they are no match for the military prowess of nuclear Pakistan and any move to harm it would prove disastrous for them. They must also know that it was India which supported the Northern Alliance during their fight with them. India is therefore not their well-wisher; it actually wants to use them to achieve its nefarious designs. In contrast, Pakistan has always been their well-wisher. It supported them in their conflict with the Northern Alliance, was among the three countries that extended diplomatic recognition to their regime, and throughout the occupation of Afghanistan by US and NATO forces, it made relentless efforts at bilateral and multilateral forums to find an Afghan-led and Afghan-owned solution to the conflict. Finally, it was also instrumental in clinching the Doha Agreement. It has borne the burden of millions of Afghan refugees for four decades and also faced the consequences of conflict in Afghanistan.
Even after the Taliban came into power, Pakistan has been supporting an independent and stable Afghanistan, vying for an end to its global isolation as well as urging regional countries and the international community to help Afghanistan rebuild its devastated infrastructure and continue humanitarian aid. These pro-Taliban overtures should have been reciprocated by not allowing the TTP and other terrorist entities to use Afghan territory for attacks against Pakistan.
Pakistan actually never wanted to use force against Afghanistan but was forced to do so by the Taliban regime. It was winning peace the hard way, at least for now.
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