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Durand Line: Turning the ~

By C Raja Mohai1

As Bn'tishand pther Western troops
pour into anista the
Hamid K

itself against a resurgent an and I
Qaedaalongthe DurandLine, the GreatGame
is beingtUrnedon its,head.

In its relentless19th Centurycompetition
with CzaristRnssiafor territoriesand' . al
influence,
between'i
disadvantag
into a protectorate.

Today, the West is approaching the Durand

side,determinedto defend
,t the incursions from

Pakistan, whicf inherited its western borders
fromBritishIndiaafterthe Partition.

The Bush Administrationis increasingly
ed that its political success in

'eatif
chal-

from Taiibim. Canadiaii troops in
Kandahar are confronting Taliban attacks;
British troops have arrived in Helmand
Province in southern Afghanistan.The North

Organisation- ..
:l:

stabilise the provinces along the DUrand Litie.
While there is hardly any reporting in India

on the unfolding war along the Pak-Afghan bor-
der, the future of the Durand Line has emerged
as the itical question in
our .

can't stop talking
about India's growing profile on its western bor-
ders, it is really the international community
that has geared itself up to bring stability by use
of force on the Durand Line.
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peace in Afghanistari,after nearly three decades
of civil war, have begun to transform the nation.

Re(~~llg' (9 Kabulafterthrce years, this
repOrterfound bustling markets and traffic jams.
At the same time, insecurity in Afghanistan has
dramatically incr~sed.

Even Kabul is no longer immune from
attacks by the.TaJiban. Only last week, a rocket
fcUrigl).tbetw~~ ll).c.wdian..ambassador's resi-
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Seeking to overcome the 0
Pakistan's importance if

terror and its ambitions to
,tXf1gffi;;a.nis~an,the US has'

commission to develop at
against the Taliban and

Amerl<:an~take in ,tXfghan
military globalisation of t
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the Great Gam.e on its head
'eyears,this
dtrafficjams.
'ghanistanhas

The impudent.PajerosandLand Crui$er$,
wilh their bullet proof protection, that domi"
nate the traffic in Kabul, reflect the neW inse~
curity in the nation.

Pakistan in a cleft stick: For the first
time in its history, Pakistan now faces serious
military pressure on its westem borders; Dtlting

ornethe contradiction between
ortance in the great war on
.bitionsto exercise infLuence In
he UShas set LIPa tripartite
evelopa coordinated strategy
libanand AIQaeda. The big
inAfghan success is forcing a

Isationof the Durand Line that
ISbeen a lawless frontier

the Soviet occupation of Afghani~tan. int)1e
1980$, it was Pakistan that was on the offensive
on the Durand Line supporting thejiQad ;lgaiIlSt
the "godless Russian Communists".

Pakistan now faces troops from the US and
its allies on the Durand Line. While the troops

are not too many, the West is now turning the
heat on Islamabad to do /T1<1reto curb cross-bor-
der activities of Taliban and AI Qaeda.

During his visit to Islamabad last
month, President George W Bush publicly
applied pressure on Pakistan when he said
one of the reasons for his visit was to see
whether General Musharraf was keeping his
word on Taliban.

NATO sources here say the main objective
behind their deployment is to signal to
Islamabad that~e international comnwnity
would not abandon Afghanistan and therefore,
it is not sensible for Pakistan to keep the
Taliban option alive.

Meanwhile, the war in Afghanistan is
spilling over into Federally Administered
Tribal Areas (FATA) of Pakistan that hug the
Durand Line. Areas like Waziristan, that have
hardly been administered by any state, have
become ,the natural sanctuaries for Taliban
and the AI Qaeda.

Pakistan says it has deployed 70,000 troops
near the Durand Line and is actively combating
the Taliban and the Al Qaeda; but few in Kabul
are willing to accept Islamabad's claims.

An inspired gambit: The dilemma of
tl1e US is clear. For the Bush Administration,

. stabilising Afghanistan,which has been
declared a strategic partner last year, is of the
highest priority.

. Ml)1l(sam~ til:\}l(,WashingtQn'i$.aWflreof
Pakistaji'S'importahce in the great war on ter-
ror, Islamabad's ambitions to exercise influ-
~nG~/inAfghatlil>tari. andtl:1~ deep distrust of
pakistan in Afghanistan.

'Seeking t() overcome this contradiction, the
USs~t up a tripartite conmHssion of force com-
manders. and seniorofficialsfrom the US,
Afghanistan, I\nQPa~istfln"to d~velop a C()()rdi-
natedstrategy against the TaJiban and Al Qaeda.

Last week, at the latest round of the tripar-
tite c()ffitpi$§iqn,.jnRawajpimlj, the J:>al<istan's
vice army chief, General Ahsan Saleem Byat,
hosted the US cqmmander in Afghanistan,
!.j6utenant.OeneraFKai!.Eikenberry, along with
Afghan Army Chi~f General Bismullah Khan
for talks in Rawalpindi.

This is the first visit by the Afghananriy
chief to Pakistan. The three generals also dis-
9ttss~d Ii jpin.!..mH!tarytpaD,()yUVtl( n,atpy4
"Inspired Gari1bit06", to be cot;lducted in May.
A unit of Afghan NationalArmywill also take
partin tl1yS~gil\11esfor theflrst tinty atth~ itrvi.
ration of Pakistan.

Whether Pakistan offers genuine coopera-
ti()J;).QrUQt,qn~t@"igis certain.Th~ Durand
tine will not be the same again. The big
AmericaQ. ~~ilk~in Afgl1aQ.success. i§ forcing a
tri.i1itary globaliSation ~f the Durand Line that
for long has been a lawless frontier. COURTESY
THE INDIAN EXPRESS
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