Roots of Taliban insurgency in Afghanistan: Leaks
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WASHINGTON: Former Taliban leaders told US officials at a meeting in Kabul that the roots of Taliban insurgency war in Afghanistan, not in Pakistan, and a resolution of conflict in that country would also undermine Taliban rebellion in the Fata and NWFP (Now Khyber Pakhtunkhwa).

A diplomatic cable from the US Embassy in Kabul details this meeting held as early as July 2008, when Washington had not yet admitted its willingness to seek a negotiated settlement to the war in Afghanistan.

Former Taliban leaders who attended the meeting with US political officers included a former foreign minister Maulavi Ahmad Mutawakkil, the Taliban nominee for ambassador to the United Nations Abdul Hakim Mujadid, ex-ambassador to Saudi Arabia Habibullah Fawzi, and ex-deputy education minister and current Afghan Senator Arsala Rahmani.

The Taliban officials told the US team that “force alone cannot defeat the Taliban in either Afghanistan or Pakistan, but since the roots of Taliban insurgency lie in Afghanistan, resolution of conflict here would undermine Taliban rebellion in the Fata and NWFP”.

They argued that “if the Taliban are reconciled, allied opposition groups, including those led by Gulbuddin Hekmatyar or the Haqqanis, would disappear”.

The ex-Taliban leaders also insisted that there should be no preconditions for negotiations, which could take place in the Gulf or Saudi Arabia, or in Afghanistan in the presence of international forces.

“Negotiations should be an incremental process, avoiding initially issues such as ceasefire or the prison at Guantanamo, and stressing instead the cessation of Taliban attacks on NGOs, schools or roads, government commitment to minimise civilian casualties and goodwill detainee releases,” they argued.

They suggested that negotiations, reconciliation and restoration of security could and should be followed by elections, and some ex-Taliban would like to be candidates.

A former attorney general for the Taliban, Maulavi Jalal-u-Din Shinwari, warned that “Taliban ideologues have no serious doctrinal competition,” and the Karzai-allied Ulema Council was slow and inactive, meeting only once a year, and in the presidential palace.

“Since moderates have limited effective intellectual or spiritual leadership, the Taliban and hard-line mullahs in Pakistan have commandeered the right to define jihad, and channelled the jihadi impulse into radical and violent forms,” he said.
Mr Shinwari lambasted international forces for repeated civilian casualty incidents, which made the Taliban’s recruiting and ideological tasks easier.

These indiscriminate attacks enable the Taliban to argue the US did not care about Afghans or Islam, and that Karzai was in complicity with the US or incapable of curbing US excesses.

“As if this intense anger were not enough, he sputtered, there is also the despair of deepening poverty and inequality, creating for the first time hunger suicides who kill and die either to collect a Taliban payment or simply to lighten the economic burden on their families by removing one more mouth to feed,” Mr Shinwari warned. Parliamentary Deputy Mullah Abdul Salaam Rocketi, whose name derives from his deft touch with a rocket-propelled grenade launcher, warned that the US had not carefully identified its enemies.  “If the US continues to fight everyone, including Al Qaeda, Gulbuddin Hekmatyar and both Taliban radicals and moderates, then we cannot win, and that Pakistan, Iran or Russia will dominate Afghanistan.”

Mullah Rocketi counselled that “Karzai is lost, a feckless ally for the US” whose cabinet, he argued, was driven by members’ separate and competing interests, unconcerned by the public’s needs.”

He noted that on the infrequent occasions when “Mr Karzai works up the courage or is forced to fire the thieves, he just replaces them with new thieves”. Karzai’s failure, he concluded, was expanding the Taliban’s once narrow doors of entry into wide gates.

“The US must identify who within the Taliban is moderate or amenable to dialogue, and work with them to seek peace and agree on how Afghanistan is to be governed

