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China has built its credibility in the eyes of the Afghan Taliban ruling over Kabul. There are certain areas where the Pak-China interests converge. 
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On July 3, an Afghan official, Gul Hassan, presented his credentials as the Ambassador of Afghanistan to Russia. The guest was received amiably by Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Andrey Rudenko, as per photographs issued by the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Moscow.
Russia had already accepted the nomination of Afghanistan’s representative in Moscow. This occasion was an improvement over the past to have a full-fledged ambassador. Issued by the Russian Foreign Ministry, the ensuing statement said, “We believe that the act of official recognition of the Government of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan will give impetus to the development of productive bilateral cooperation between our countries in various fields.” In this statement, though Russia has not used to words “awarding any recognition to the Kabul regime”, the mere acceptance of Afghanistan’s representative in Moscow as ambassador is construed as the announcement of recognition from Russia. Per se, Russia has acknowledged the Islamic Emirate (run by the Afghan Taliban) as the lawful authority of Afghanistan.
Though Russia took the lead, efforts had been going on for quite some time. In January 2024, China became the first country to admit the credentials of the representative of the Afghan Taliban appointed in Beijing. Reciprocally, China also appointed its ambassador to Kabul. Around this time, Russia also accepted the nomination of Afghanistan’s representative in Moscow.
China took the initiative to offer legitimacy to the Afghan Taliban. In 2025, on May 21, China hosted an informal trilateral meeting of foreign ministers in Beijing. On the occasion, both Pakistan and Afghanistan promised to improve bilateral diplomatic relations. Establishing ambassadorial offices was the first step towards the restoration of normalcy. This was a major pro-peace development between Pakistan and Afghanistan. This could not have happened without the persuasion of China.
Subsequently, on May 30, Pakistan announced it to upgrade its charge d’affaires in Kabul to an ambassador. The next day, the Taliban’s envoy in Islamabad also assumed the status of an ambassador. This was how reciprocity worked to fulfil the need of having full-fledged ambassadors. This development was seen as a major breakthrough in improving not only Pak-Afghan bilateral relations but also paving the way for the recognition of the Kabul regime as the legitimate one. At that time, other than the United Arab Emirates and Uzbekistan, Pakistan became the fourth country to have an ambassador in Kabul.
Hitherto, the Chinese diplomacy has worked in favour of Afghanistan. China has built its credibility in the eyes of the Afghan Taliban ruling over Kabul. There are certain areas where the Pak-China interests converge. First, China wants Kabul to stop anti-China factors from infiltrating into south-west China. Similarly, Pakistan wants Kabul to restrain the militants of the Tehreke Taliban Pakistan (TTP), a terrorist group which has launched suicide attacks on mainland Pakistan while operating from the Afghan territory. Second, both Pakistan and China want the continuation of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor. Both agree to bring Afghanistan into the broader framework of the Belt and Road Initiative cooperation. In this cooperation, Afghanistan is hopeful of having Chinese investment to offer Afghanistan economic prosperity. This could not have been possible without Afghanistan’s cooperation with China. This is why it is hoped that China will now also recognise the Kabul regime as a legitimate one.
As mentioned in my previous column, “Pak-US re-engagement”, which appeared in these pages on July 1, the preference of the United States (US) President Donald Trump has been to entice Pakistan into cooperating with the US by not disrupting the regime of the Afghan Taliban ruling over Kabul. Moreover, China’s interests have recently converged with Pakistan-US counter-terrorism interests related to Afghanistan. Both the US and China want Pakistan not to destabilise the ruling regime in Kabul, but keep on fighting against the TTP.
Pakistan can cooperate with both the US and China, but Pakistan is faced with the challenge of curtailing the terrorist activities of the TTP. Perceptibly, the Kabul regime enjoys influence over the TTP, which had helped the Afghan Taliban fight against foreign forces from 2001 to 2021. Now, in its quest to seek legitimacy, it is expected that the Kabul regime must be talking to the TTP to mend its attitude towards Pakistan, and the Chinese engineers will come to work in Pakistan.
On the point of recognising the Islamic Emirate, though Pakistan has already reciprocated the Kabul regime by sending and receiving ambassadors, there are two main challenges before Pakistan.
First, Pakistan cannot overstep the Doha Accord signed between the US and the Afghan Taliban in Doha (Qatar) in February 2020. The agreement made it contingent upon the Afghan Taliban to fulfil counter-terrorism commitments by preventing terrorist groups (such as the TTP) from using Afghan territory to attack the regional (or distant) countries. Moreover, the agreement envisioned women’s empowerment, women’s education and employment, protection of minorities and an election-based democracy. The problem is that Pakistan was not a signatory to the agreement. This deficiency makes Pakistan’s voice weaker in getting the accord implemented by the Afghan Taliban ruling over Kabul. Similarly, Pakistan has no power to force the US to get the accord implemented.
Second, on June 4, Pakistan was appointed as the Vice Chair of the UN Security Council’s Counter-Terrorism Committee. The committee, which had been formed on September 28, 2001, has been tasked with overseeing the implementation of the UNSC Resolution 1373 (2001) in order to enhance legal and institutional ability to counter-terrorism at home, regions (including Afghanistan) and around the world. Moreover, Pakistan has been appointed as Chair of the UNSC committee established under UNSC Resolution 1988 (2011) to implement sanctions on the Afghan Taliban ruling over Kabul. The point is simple: On the one hand, Pakistan is responsible for implementing sanctions on the Afghan Taliban, whereas on the other hand, Pakistan is under the pressure of China to recognise the Afghan Taliban as the legitimate rulers of Afghanistan.
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