
-: ~zai's new presid.ency~~
T

~e successfulconclusion'to Mghanistan's . I e s s groupsof dissidents,betheyremnants
this Saturday's presidential widely dilapi- FarhanBokharl Mghanistan's of AI Qaeda or the fonner 'taliban'
elections in Afghanistan is dated infra.'i- ,',' , journey to- rulers,have amplereasonto relyupon
bound to be seen by many tructureandthe ThewriterIS~contnbu~,"geditor wardspolitical supportfromthe grassrootsastheygo

supportersof presidentHamidKarzai economy.Here sfabokhan@hotmall.com consolidation about resistingUSandAfghanforces.
as a significantnewchapterin hispo- it has to be said . with the back- There's no other wayfor a guerrilla
litical journey. Mr Karzai's sceptics, that as long as a large community of ing of the United States takes place type insurgency to have survived for
who have often questioned his demo- Afghans liVein abject poverty, any ef. along with the support of its neigh. the past three years since the downfall
cratic credentials, are bound to be left fort to politically rebuild the central bours. of Afghanistan's taliban regime, with-
with relativelyfewer criticisms, 'once he Asian state is bound to remain incon. This week's reports quoting US of. out an element of broad based public
emerges with a fresh political mandate clusive at best and a demonstrable fail- ficia\s, acknowledging that Pakistan support. Indeed, this may also be are-
to preside over his country. ure at worst. has recently intensified its security op- minder of Afghanistan's complicated

Thevery fact that Afghanswould be Such a harsh prqclamation may not erations along its, border with ethnicity, which in the past has often
getting their fIrSt chance to elect a be in sync with claims of success in sta- Afghanistan in a more forceful way to been a, driver of militant trends., Mr
president through the ballot box must bilising Afghanistan, often heard from curb militancy from the tribal areas, Kalzai, himself a 'pushtoon', ironically
be reassuring to many. In sharp con- senior western officials in the past, follow weeks of indications in Islam- also represents a community whose in.
t.rastto their past legacy of settling dis- most notably US officials, But it doesn't abad of increasing military activity in terests have been occasionally
putes through the barrel of a gun, take an awful lot to figure out that the the region. Despite signs of increasing marginaIised as Afghanistan has come
Afghans now have a chance to demon- global assistance channelled, in to cooperation by Pakistan to support US out of its hold of 'taIibaan' and on to a
strate, they are indeed capable of mak. Afghanistan since the New Yorkterror- military operations" the other key reo new reality of a relatively multi-ethnic
ing difficult political choices, all ist attacks, has evenWallynot been suf- gional player - Iran, remains politically government, Once again, the elections
through the ballot box. ficient to tmn around the destiny of the distant from Washington. Indeed, the have exposed ethnicity as a ~or fac-

Still, many sceptics would be eager badly war ravaged country. recent tensions between the US and tor in deciding politics as candidates
tctQIlote_f!Uch inadequacies ft>.1h.s~- -"'I'~e Y!ifY Jact~tl1atAfghauistan ~ ~J~, 0E'.er.the l~t;ter's JWCleaI;.pro- from rivalbackgrounds have been sub-
toral process as reportS of triJjaJ.and become a far larger supplier of Jlar- gramme, must also undermine the jected to pressures from their commu-
other elders in different areas success- cotics to the global drug ~et than prospects for these two countries to nities. In the end, if Mr Karzai's up-
fullypreventing their women from reg. under its former Ta\iban regime is a reach even a behind the scenes under- coming victory is partially the result of
istering as voters, or indeed the view powerful reminder of the compelling standing on taking Afghanistan towards his 'pushtoon' credentials, many of his
that Afghanistan's future under Mr view that people in distress often make relative stability. liva1s fromsmaller ethnic communities

I

Karzai.wouldbe littledifferentto how desperate choices. To that end, the At the heart ,of the US-Iranianills- are boundto have tribal supporters
, itsbeenrununderhi"watch,thesepast poorest of the poor involved as the cord lies a recurring problem under rallyaroundthem.
fewyears. The fact that his personal Be- proverbial foot soldiers in the drug Washington's Bush adminisIlation. The
curity staff hail from the US has often trade perhaps have few choices other past three years, since the New York In this complicatedbackground,the
beeriusedbyhiscriticsto denounceMr than peddlingnarcotics, terrorist attacks, have seen the Bush veryfactthata superpowersuchas
Karzaias anyonebut a homegrown Mr Karzai's political comeback administration try to steam roll itself the UnitedStateswith all its mill.
leader.To~m'dtp more compli. wouldhardly make,a differem;ein an through its self conceivedfo

"

reignpol.
,
tary
,

mighthasfail
,
ed to rgin in the mil. I..'C'~~:'d h,(th"" V'S;: en ' ,l.er' hk', ersonal i '..h~i JkI~(Hie~rritant...;hl..hl",hllhne '1ooentttl;NfhIt:tl9'

,

'- N'~

,,

' ,. 'i'R~~!CI~..>j;\'r' to'¥
,
~BrnfI

,

tffik1Y"l 11

.

JE!YPp.,~

,

e "CYUtl

"

,

,,

6""""""""
,

""'1>&_

,

'. ' , : ,~e&J ':', n II/f}~~ '1fP, ,,' ~ ~\Jkl ' @~ ' ItJl.~ittAf~
~, , ' e~- remam~ammu.~ beenforc4!(lb~ -bav&(,found!tbe\~t&(oJ1rQSper,
J ington' s ,r~lations with the Muslim nition to his critics to argue that he re- sidelined as unilateralist based on the notwithstanding the military suc('css iI;1

world can,hardly go to the Afghan mainsno more than the mere ruler of premisethat mightis right has become one littleskirmishor another.
leader'scredit. Kabul. the Afghancapital.Henot only the more relevantfactor in settingthe In contrast to the relief that is

I While it would be difficult to facesan acute securitycrisisas his opo pace for the future. In the process,p!- bound to be seeninWashingtonafter
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chunk of the publiccameout to vote, bers of ~ Qaeda' continueto actively countries of the world qave been Afghanistan'scoldrea1ityremainsthat
it also has to be said that Afghanistan seekwaysof topplinghim. strained in differentways from simple Saturday'spollsareunlikelyto leadthe
is furfromheadingtowardsrelativestA- More importantly, Mghanist~'s underlyingfrictionsto outrightantago- countrytowardS'greaterinstability.In~
bilityany time soon, Tosome extent, journey towards even relativestabilitY nism, allwith varyingdegrees of anti- deed, if anything,the electionsmust
leaders such as USpresident George is boundto be hamperedby questions USsentimentshared by the public. onlyunderlinethewidegapsthathover
Bushmustacceptpart of the responsi- over the ways-inwhich issues such as In Mghanistan too, Washington's around Afghanistan'sfutureoutlook
bilityfor payingsubstantiallip service the breakdownof social services and failureto recognisethat there is indeed despite Washington'sbest efforts to
to thecentralAsiancountry,withoutin. economicstructuresremainlargelyun. a view other than simply forcing its turn it in to a story demonstratinga
deed respondingin a mea.ningfqlway changed,Sucheconomicrehabilitation policiesthroughthe barrelof a gun, in- successfulendto MrBush'scontrover-
to the reconstruction needs of is unlikelyto makemuchprogress,un- deed must eventuallyspellfailure;The sial foreignpolicy.
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