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, h Presi- tional community not only recog. , try to grindtheir ownaxesthan sin- turn are continuouslytakinga heavy

T hree years .back~~~ icked nised Karazai as the head of the in- PervalzIqbalCheemacerely helPin

,

g the developmental to~ of.developmen~ work. Violence
dent Karza.lwas pd h t' Afghan government but also . ',processes. still relgl1Ssupreme m many parts of
by ~ashington to hea t ~ e~ d d the muchneededaid and Thew~iterworksforIsl~mabad On Wednesday the United Na- Afghanistan.The Afghansoverwhelm-
interim ,government 0 ex , n e PolicyResearchInstitute tions-Af<thanJointElectoralManage. inglyvotedfor Karzaihop, ing that he

~_;rt"n follonrin<1 the overthrow assistance. , @
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Afgh ~~. ".~'b Ydoubts Anotherfactor that facilitatedthe plcheemaIpnpa.org mentBody has announced that Pres. would not only unite the fractured
of the Taliban~eg:;net ~:nability to advent of Karzairegime was general ident Hamid Karazai has secured Afghan society but w~ul~ also im-
were express~1 : M~anistan out of disillusionment of the Afghans with course of actual election itself the over 55 percent of the total votes prove the overall secunty situation in
~eer the trilu eThe problems of Taliban regime. The excesses com- problems of multiple voters' card and polled. This means there is not need the country. They expect that ana-
~<th=~ ~ere and still are viewed mitted by Talibans did not g~ do~ the.pQ().rqu3;lityofIndiansupp~~d.in- for a run off ele~tio~. ~ccordingto tional sec~ty forcew°vIdsoon ~e.

6" h lmingwhichmay require a well with general Afghan public. D15- delible ink did attract strong Critic15m the AfghanConstitution if none of the place the existence of pnvate armIes
as ~v~rwdetreatment. In addition it sat~fied with the style of governance from many quarters. candidate receive more than 50 per- of warlords.
s~~::~uslY agreed to support all that was practised by the Talibans, Since no elections have ever been cent of the votes in the fIrst round, a
~ds of approaches that can help in and fed up with internal civil war held in Af~~, the ~e'cEmtlycon. 'run-off election shall be held within Itis often alleged.that th~ develop-
securing the much-desiredstability in which has lasted over a decade; many cluded preSldentiai electIOnon Octo. two weeks In the second round only ment process IS movmg at a
Afghanistan. Afghans quietly accepte~ ~hech~g~ ber 9, 200~ marks a pegiru,ling~f.a candidates .wit~ ~ighest number of . snail's pace and some ~!i agen-

For the last two decades though with some SuspicIOns.Wltli new era. Bemgthe first elections, It 1$ votes coul4 participate, cles have even closed their opera-
Afghanistan has been experiencing the passage ,of time apprehension~ "', '"',',, ,,' ' ~~>nalo~ces,beca~e of the existing
bothcivilwarandoc.cupationbyex- alsobeganto'disappear. ,fakista~has always beeneagetto see a stable and peaceful msecunt¥.I~addi~lonthewarlords
~ernalforces. For obVIousreasons the In Nove~ber 2~03 not only Pre~i: " ,jJ ghllAktanJlem ,.,Udmmedia
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and needto be relgIledm. InfactsomeofiJttemahness eratedconcernsand dentKarzalwasatile't{1-wli.~ ,Go.; ,' - " ,',' ',"" ,e "'~, " ,thewarlordshaveencq~ ~dpoppy

aM~~~tjl15ffOr'th1!j~~~ Jir~¥:1J\1t'
"
,.')LW3'he"s~c(!esMul}Y'lft,alf1,havmi<afslzabl~;~*'P'Opuration'Ui'ePakistaiiis~'" " '~I~;~Nti~~tio~:that Js f~t, t~~mtattng

dfiIcl!fneighboursbutalsofor,!ill'th~~1J?aged't~ecure anagreedconstitutiBn' lyd " t
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h" , "" h i.. I.I LAfghatrlstanreturn to its earller dUDi-
entrust withthe task of maintainini forAfghanistan,ThenewConstitution earnest, eslre 0 , a\TeC,o.s~les WI ". ell lUg an ,'j OuBdistinctionof bei-nga biggest.ex-
internationalpeaceandstability.Fo~- opted for a presidential system of brethren, Instability hiAfghanistanis alWaysa sourceof ~ porterof~gs. Karazai~ needto
loWingthe departure of Taliban, tll~ govern~ce. Once the C?nstitution grea
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Dakistana,sI
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tean spill' O~7erm' toPakistaIf' focus ~n checking illegal trade.most daunting task was how wasadopted,the nextmamtaskwas 11.I"c,. Paldstan has always been eager to

Afghanistan should be governed. to hold the presidential elections. In see a stable and peacefulAfghanistan;
Even more important was who should order to hold elections the list of le- Being its immediate Muslim neigh-
take charge of Afghanistanduring the gitimate voters needed to be pre- an impOI1;@tmilestone in country's President Karzai has become the bour and having a sizable Pakhtoon
initial period. pared. This ~ all the more diffIcult if' history. Despi'te the, threat,s of Tal- first democratically eiected pr~sident population, the, Pakistanis earnestly

The man selected for the job or as one realises that the Afghan society ibans and diversified activities of the of Afghanistari.While some of his op- desire to have close ties with their
some ~ould put it installed in has never experienced an election, warlords, the election was conducted ponents have accepted his victory, Afghan brethren. Instability in
Afghamstan was ~ 46-year.old They are quite familiar with selection in 37 prpvinceswith 5009 pollingsta- there were ,others who stressed that Afghanistan is always a source of
Pa.khtoon whose mam task. was to processes but elections are somewhat tions including many in Pakistan and, they wouldWilit till the outcome of a great concern for Pakistan as it can
bridge the gulf among the tnbes and unknown to them. However in this Iran. Something like 1.8 candidate UNinvestigationinto allegedfraud on spill over into, Pakistan. Pakistan is

~ec~e :~: ~emblanceof.unity in a. connection the United Nations came contested the electioJl!!.The success- October 9. The independentinvesti- looking forward to have friendly and
deei k VI.e Afghan,society.,Presi- to the assistance of the Afghan gov- ful conclusion of presi~ential election gation panel has already given its rul- cordial relations with democratic
e~n ~r:zal not only lived up to the ernment. Despite so many difficulties is indeed a major step forward. ing that polling, day irregularities Afghanistan,
~~Jons o~ con~ernedbut has the UNworkers were able to secure The peaceful il\iections of demo- could not and had not materially af. The rust democratically elected

art of t some g whic~ ,never been the enlistments of a fairly large num- cratic methods into the tribal Afghan fected the outcome. President of Afghanis~ is going to
irter the ~~ Afghan traditIOns, Soon bers of vote~s on voters register, AI- society w~ in~eed not a~ easy task ,While Karzai has now got the nec,- be ir!sta.lledon Dec 1, 2004. Beingan
transitional NNAgreementof 2002, a most ten m~~ons registered them-, but dete~mmatlOn?f the Incumbent essary popular mandate, it is advis- elected president, his position is far
KarazaistarJ~~n~e~t h~aded by selves as le~timate voters and out of leadership ~ong Wl~hthe express~d able that he begins to focus on the more strengthened that what was the

Und bte c.tionmgm Kabul. the total enlistment, roughly about 40 support of mternatIOnal cQmmUhity problems of warlords and concentrate case in the past. Howeverhe still has
riod thOU, d1ydunng the earlier pe- percent were female voters. and regional neighbours, the fIrst on the security issues. In this connec- to carefully carve a path through a
did note wnt of Afghan government Cognizant of diffIculties con- mlijorhurdle on way to a democratic tion the Pakistani government has multitude of ethnic groups, unite the
AIthoug~~Ch beyo~dKabulitself. fronting the candidate during the regime has been successfullycrossed. gone out of the way to ensure that its fractured Afghan society, eliminate
currentl th gs ~ave lffiproved and election campaigns, the campaign It is a tremendous achievement if one borders are sealed for all the undesir- the private armies, deal effectivewith
ment' y1 ~WrItof Kabul govern- was not all that extensive primarily is familiarwith problems of warlordS, able elements that have been causing the menace of drug trafficking
far f 15re atlv~extended but it still is because of lack of security. The cam- activitiesof Talibans,drug barons ~d all kinds of headaches for both the strengthen national security appara:
thel rom a sat15factory level. Never- paigns were still undertaken despite easilyannoyed tribal leaders. Tomake Afghanand Paldstan rulers. tus and accelerate the process of de.
op e~ manyfact?rs were favourably the continuous nature of threats is- the difficulties even IJlore complex, The problems emanating from law- velopment and reconstruction ofera IVe.To begIn with the interna- sued by the Talibans. During the there are some outsiqe powers that lessness are indeed immerisewhich in Afghanistan.
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