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Three year
,

s after the Bush
administration led a
remarkably quick and

bold military operation to
overthrow the Taleban, and
only days after the country's

) ~residential election, many
, challenl!es face Af£!hanistan's

newly elected leader in the
xcars ahead. The big 4ucstion
IS how much the Ul1lted States
wi II continue to help.

There has been considerable
progress in Afghanistan since
the Taleban £!ovt was over-
thrown in 2001. But that's
largely because things were so
bad under the Taleban, not
because they are good now.
And unfortunately, the current
"security-lite" strategy being
followed by the United States
and its NATO partners does
not inspire confidence that
Afghanistan will soon do bet-
ter. .

, President Hamid Karzai or
his successor will need more
help from the international
colTimunity to have a decent
chance of avoiding fu,ture
instability "in 11iso~o(Jn'trral1tt.- 0

1 improving' the lives' oJ
Afghans.

I

li~earlY November 2001,
Pn!sllJent Bush'promised at t'fii

,

e
United Nations that "when that
regime (the Taleban) is gone ...
America will join the world in
1",lnin!!' th~people_,2f

.,f

Afghanistan ha a long way to go
country." In October 2002, he Adriana Lins

~
Michael O'Hanlon

pledgeda "full commitment to i .
a future of progress and stabil- 30 Percent a year, and scr.ol were 15,000 troops 111 tl~e

ity for the Afghan people."But enrolmentIS now 300 percent AfghanArn~y and 28,000 In,
the United States and its allies greater thanbefprethewar. the polIce forces. Some of
have fallen short of the presi- That said,. Afghanisran these succes~fully resolved a
dent's promises. remaJn~ a medieval-lIke flef- loommg CrISIS m the western

To be sure, some real dam of warlords. Some are regIOnnear Herat thIs summer.
achievements have been made. more benign than others, but But most rural parts of the
A horribly oppressive regime most are oppressive. None. is co.untry. where 80 percent of
is gone. Two successful loya conducIve to the creation of a Algha~1slIve, remalll beyond

. jirga meetings have resulted in healthy economy,. and nqne Karzalscontrol. .
the crcation of an interim !!'ov- . has produced a safe envlron- . Continued attacks on aid
erIlmcnt and the ratificatio'il of mcnt for citizens. Mili~ia and reconstruction workers
a new constitution. Last week- forces total close to 90,0()O, have driven even groups

r' ;;Jr About~ F.~ - 20,000US troops have been valiant-
ly fighting a bloody war against the Taleban in

Afghanistan's south. Thirty-two Americans have died
in this year, after 12 were killed in 200.3 - bringing the over-

all total of the past three years to more than 100.nfortunately,
again, the Taleban appears to be reconstituting in places, as evi-

denced by the spike in the US death t(ollthis year. Indeed,
according to a NewYork Tiines interview with an
Afghan inteJIigencechief th~ Taleban's strength. .. ,. - 't-

- - in may have grown by SOpc since
2003.

end, the Afghan people went
to the polls to choose their
first democratically elected
president. Growth rates of the
gross domestic product have

'~4- '~~..').a ~r.A.nl.In

and little progress has b~n
made toward demobilizipg
them. Fortunately, official
Afghan securi ty forces qre
growing: As of Thursday, th~re

known for their bravery; such
as Doctors Without Borders, to
leave the country. Their depar-
ture is particularly tragic given
how poor humanitarian condi---

tions remain in Af£!hanistan.
According to the lJ1-ostrecent
data, 70 percent of the Afghan
people continue to be mal-
nourisped, only 13 percent
have access to clean water and
.sanitation and a mere 6 per.
cent have electricity.

About 20,000 US troops
have been valiantly figlllinl! a
bloody war against"the~Taleban
iu Afghanistan's south. Thirty-
two Americans have died in
A fghanistan this year, after 12
were killed in 2003 . brinl!ilw
the overall total of the past
three years to more than 100.
Unfortunately, again, the
Taleban appears to be reconsti-
tuting in places, as evidenced
by the spike in the US death
toll this year. Indeed, accord-
in£! to a New York Times inter-
vi~w with an Afghan intelli-
gence chief A'Ug. I, the
Taleban's strength in
Afghanistan may ha~e grown
by 50 percent since 2003.

It's been a year since the
United Nations gave NATO
the mand,~te to expand its
ptesence beyond Kabul, the
capital. But troops making up
the mission of the
International Security
Assistance Force remain con.
centrated in Kabul; only a few
dozen are located in each of
five additional provinces.

Largely becauseof the poor
security situation, the Afghan

economy is not good. It h
improved since 2001, but
remains weak, with a per cal
ta income of about $250 a y(
- comparable to the poorl
countries in Afri/
International assistance Ii
been flowing in about $ I E
lion a year.~Bu't that is oi
half of what donors prom!!
and hardly enough for a CO.1
try ravaged by war for th
decades.

Much of the econor
£!rowth that has occurred
Af£!hanistan hfls resul~
directly or indirectly, froJ
resumption of the drug tr!
Only four years after'
Taleban had largely elimim
the cultivation of opium,
country is believed to pro'
75 percent of the world's t
supply. In 2003, revenues f
the Afghan drug trade equa
half of Afghanistan's non-(
GDP.

In addition, heroin traf!
ing is believed to be the pr
pal source of funding fOl
remnants of the Taleb(in'
Al-Qaeda still in the c04
The Bush administratioi
NATO allies and, most 0
the Afghan people hav~ I

LO lie proud arm Afghalll
But the glass is at most
full. Afghanistan is a un
country in name and
only; it remains factiona
unsafe and poor. .
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Three year

,

s after the Bush
administration led a
remarkably quick and

bold military operation to
overthrow the Taleban, and
only days after the country's
~resideritial election, many
challen!!es face Af!!hanistan's
newly elected leader in the
~ears ahead. The bi~ qucstion
IS how much the UnIted States
will continue to help.

There has been considerable
progress in Afghanistan since
the Taleban !!ovt was over-
thrown in 2001. But that's
largely because things were so
bad under the Taleban, not
because they are good now.
And unfortunately, the current
"security-lite" strategy being
followed by the United States
and its NATO partners does
not inspire confidence that
Afghanistan will soon do bet-
ter. ,

. President Hamid Karzai or
his successor will need more
help from the international
community to have a decent
chance of avoiilin!! future
instabmthnilis"CoiJ~htrf-ahil" "
improying' the lives' oJ
Af!!hans>
, Ill.carIy November 2001,
President BUS~l'promiscd at t'he
United Nations that "whcn that
regime (the Taleban) is gone ...
America wjJI join the world in
helping the people of
Afghanistan rebuild their

Afghanistan ha a long way to go
C

,

ountry." In October 2002, he Adriana Lins ~ Michael O'Hanlon
pledged a "full commitment to r- - .
a future of progress and stabil- 30 p~rcent.a year, and sch?ol were \.),000 troops In tl~e
ity for the Afghan people." But enrolment IS n?w 300 percent Afghan .Arn~y and 28,000 In,
the United States and its allies greater than befpre the war. the police forces. Some of
have fallen short of the presi- That said,. Afgh.anisran these succes~fu.lly resolved a
dent's promises. remalll~ a medieval-lIke I'Ief- loolmng CrISISIII t~e western

To be sure, some real dom 01 warlords. Some are regIOnnear Herat thIs summer.
achievements have been made. more benign than others, but But most rural parts of the
A horribly oppressive regime most are oppressive. None ,is co,untry, where 80 percent of
is gonc. Two successful loya conducive to the creallon of a Algha~ls lIve, remam beyond

. jirga mcetings have resulted in .healthy economy" and none Karzal scontrol. .
the crcation of an interim !!Ov- has produced a sate envlron- ' Continued attacks on aId
erllmel1l and the ratificatio'n of ment for citizens. Militia and rcconstruction workers
a ncw constitution. Last week- forces total close to 90,000, have driven even groups

r- ;;Jr AboutIJ rA, 20,000UStroopshave been valiant,
ly fighting a bloody war against"the Taleban in

Afghanistan's south. Thirty-two A~ericans have died
in thisyear,after 12werekilledin 2000- bringingthe over-

all total of the past three years to more than 100. nfortunately,
again, the Taleban appears to be reconstituting in places, as evi-

denced by the spike in the US death toll this year. Indeed,
according to a NewYork Times interview with an
A(gh.aninteJligence~hiefthe Taleban's strength"-. ,. ...L-. . ' - f .~

in may have grown by SOpc since
2003.

end, the Afghan people went
to the polls to choose their
first democratically elected
president. Growth rates of the
gross domestic product have
been averaging 20 percent to

and lill1e progress has ber::n
made toward demobilizitlg
them. Fortunately, official
Afghan security forces 'Ire
growing: As of Thursday, th~re

known for their bravery, such
as Doctors Without B6i'aers, to
leave the country. Their depar-
ture is particularly tragic given
how poor humanitarian condi-

(
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tions remain in Af!!hanistan.
According to the IJl~ostrecent
data, 70 percent of the Afghan
people continue to be mal-
nouris)1ed, only 13 percent
have access to clean water and
,sanitation and a mere 6 per-
cent have electricity.

About 20,000 US troops
have been v31iantly fi!!htin!!a
bloody war against'the ~T3leban
iJ,Jkfghanistan's south. Thirty-
two Americans have died in
Afgh3nistan this year, after 12
were killed in 2003 - brin!!in!!

the overall total of the past
three years to more than 100.
Unfortunately, again, the
Taleban appears to be reconsti-
tuting in places, as evidenced
by the spike in the US death
toll this year. Indeed, accord-
ing to a Ne\v York Times inter-
vi~w with an Afghan intelli-
gence chief Aug. I, the
Taleban's stren!!th in
Afghanistan may ha~e grown
by 50 percent since 2003.

II's been a year since the
United Nations gave NATO
the mand.9te to ~expand its
ptesence beyond Kabul, the
capital. But troops making up
the mission of the
International Security
Assistance Force rcmain con-
centrated in Kabul; only a few
dozen are located in each of
five additional provinces.

Largely because of the poor
security situation, the Afghan

l'

- -..

economy is not good. II has
improved since 2001, but it
remains weak, with a per capi-
ta income of about $250 a year
- comparable to the poorest
countries in Africa.
International assistance has
been flowing in, about $1 bil-
lion a ye3r. But that is only
half of what donors promised
and hardly enou!!h for' 3 coun-
try ravag'ed by '\var for three
decades.

Much of the economic
!!rowth that has occurred in
Af!!hanistan hh resulted, ,-
dir~ct]y or indirectly, from ai
resumption of the drug trade. ,.
Only four years after'the
Taleban had largely eliminated
the cultivation of opium, the
country is believed 10 provide
75 percent of the world's total
supply. In 2003, revenues from
the Afghan drug trade equalled
half of Afghanistan's non-drug
GDP.

In actdition, heroin traffick-
ing is believed to be the princi.
pal source of funding for the
remnants of the Taleba,n and
AI-Qaeda still in the country.
The Bush administration, its
NATO allies and, most of all.
the Afghan peome hav~ !J1U«.;Jl

LO be proud orm Afghamstan:-
But the glass is at most half
full. Afghanistan is a unified
country in name and fOronly; it remains factionalise
unsafe and poor.


