ne year alter terrorists
flew planes into the World
Trade Centre and the Pen-
tagon, it ix time to think
the casualties of that fafal day —
of September, 2001, The first
were those of the passen-
the planes, the (errorists
plves and, minutes after, the
three thosand people present
WTC. They were mitinkly suid
over six thosiuud but eventu-
turned oul to be over three
and, Numbers do count but
principle should count even
Even if one person had died,
an act should still be con-
ned as a heinous crime against
anity.
the casualties did not stop at
remember when [ wrote a col-
| condemning the atrocity last
hoped they would. As | wrote
that if history was any guide
ould not. I still hoped against
within a few days it was all
that the next important ca-
would be peace and good
As the war drums started
ig in the Uniled States and the
ield followed suil, it was clear that
L only peace but the whole idea of
ing first the League of Nations
then the United Nations would
also be a casnalty. After all, (hese in-
ternational bodies were created Lo
nt a country from inviding an-
er. And now if the United States
d actually attack Alghanistan on
e suspu‘iuu of having harhoured
there was no ques-
E«ﬂon ofany country being safe from
this time onwards. The conse-
quences of this violation of Interna-
tional norms of peacelul co-exis-
nce were not appreciated ol that
time.
- Then came the altack on the In-
dian parliament and India amassed
its troops on Pakistan's borders,
EﬂSfu:h attacks had been going on for
qulte some time. The present writer,
in a number of articles, had alwdy~
gcondemned them with utmost and
enuine sincerity. 1 had always op-
sed the use of fighters to carry on
proxy war with Indin just as [ had
50 condemned India's violation of
rights of Kashmiris. But terror-
— yes, even terrorism — does
L justify a full scale war or even a
hreat of one. What had happened
as that the unspoken balance be-
gen Pakistan and Indin  had
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shifted. bedia
now felt that
it the U8
could actually
bamb the Tal-

iban govern.
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wimnwl we
may  experi-
the

century,  we
must - know

el out ol
existence, it toe could threaten to
tse Toree Lo stop lighters ontering
s sdide of the Line of Control This
restraint between the South Asian
petpghbogie wis b casoaliy. Rutional-
iy was o Casually Good sense was o
cispalty. A now idoa had been born:
that of lashing out al everyone withi-
out restraint even without full proof,
This idea was the illegitinate ehild
of Nine Eleven.

This illegitimate child encour-
aged hawks everywhere in the
world. In Israel Sharon flexed his
muscles sending in tanks at the

that all this is
because the liberal idea s dying and
it s Ninwe Bleven mlm li precipitated
its death.

= Uhve part of the gadbienng ol the

hiwks s President Bushes docivipe
ol there being “evil’ stades, OF course
many world leaders must have fel
that their antagonists were ‘evil’ but
before Nine Eleven it was nol easy
to say such things. Thus, the lan-
guage of diplomacy seemns (o be an-
other casualty. And perhaps the re-
sult of this newfound language of
bullying is the verbal assault on Iraq
by the some of Mr Bush's support-

We know that al-Qaeda, Hamas, HizoHah etc are the
produets of violence. We know that violence creates
more and more violence, So why can’t we persuade Mr
Bush — or at least try-to do so — that violence on a
scale as large as a full scale war in the Middle East
will produce so many casualties that most of us would

rcgrw‘ving peace a chance

shightest provocation. And provoea-
Lions there were galore bocagse i s
anger which ereptes provodations
ind :mgw wis mounting in the Avaly
world — nay, by the Mustion woild, In
the Philippioes the U5 aciny helpoed
it down Mustis rebels, Tn Bo-
rupe the tight wing wis encouraged
Lo scofl ab liberad idens of freedom,
privacy and individuaiism, In the
United States the freedom of many
people, most of them proved inno-
cent later, was trampled upon, The
idea that people cannot be trusted,
especially if they bappen to be Mus-
lims, was boru, In short, en the
plane of the history of ideas, if the
liberal idea [ell seriously ill then it
was on the 1 of Seprember, 2001

Now whethey we fuve raeial pro-
Tiing I the mune of gecurity, or a
harrage of autl-Mustion movies from
Hollywood; or identity cards in
countries whivh have never had

them; or Muslim childeen in Western®

schools pretending they are not
Muslinis or, possibly, psserting their
Muslim wdentity more dateefully —

ers, [am calling 0 "hullying’ and
verbal assaoll’ heeanse st find i
diflienst to beheve that even My Bush
will actually go to war against lrig

ol just Saddan Hussain = be-

cunse ul some I'nluzv itknown and
unkuuwuhh date, the VS might he
threatened by h |:|. The fact that
traq has done nothing new to the
United States clearly tell us that the
idea that one can threaten war he-
cause d country can be a danger in

Muture, is an indirect consequence of

Nine Eleven. This event has changed
the nonns of diplomacy. It has made
statesmen somewhal hke dockyard
bullies who use aggressive language
only todutimidate rivals.

1 hiwve not wentioned the Atghan
casualties, the Pakistan casaaltios,
the casualties of other nations,
These will forever remam unknown
because the media has not revealed
them to the world — al least not
fully nov extensively, Bul the media
has given us glimpses into the un-
known nuber of shocked little girls
who woke up to find their mothers

v*
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|Jc ad anf‘fnhm sereaming in pain.
We know how prisoners were lockeil
up in oit tankers Gl they suffocated
Lo death. We have heard of that un-
{ecling term ‘collateral damage’ and
we know i means death, destrue-
tion, disease and untold suffering.
We know how nurriagte parties were
{fired upon wud the paiety of life
tirned into o ning AL this we
know. And we also koo that the fu-
ueral services i this September will
nol be Tor these obscure casualties.
Phese are the ignored, poor rela-
tions of the American casualties, But
those of us who aspire (o be human,
which essentially means being com-
passionate, should bow our head in
sarrow and huility for all casual-
ties — American, Alghan, Pakistan,
Arab and-dsracli ete, ete.

areover the casualties have
nol stopped. On 05 cit‘[}Ll‘ITl-
; ber Kabul was rocked by

isomb blast Hamid Karzai was at-
tacked. Alginoisian may be on the
brink of another round of bloodlet-
ting. There will be more casualties in
both Alghanistan and Pakistan, Mosi
ol these casuallies would not have
taken place if the response of the 1S
to Nine Eleven had been different.
Wi eannol climmgte the pait. We can,
however, chiange the future, 16 we
wint to escape the casualtic. of
LISA'S war on rae, this is the time 1o
eider the debite to persuade Presi-
dent Bush to go for peace. We know
that al-Qacda, Hamas, Hizollah ete
are the products of violence, We
know that violenee ereates more and
more violence, So why can't we per-
suade Mr Bush — db at least try to
tho 50 == that violence on a scale as
lurge as a full seale war in the Mid-
dle East will produce so many casu-
alties that most of us would regret
not giving peace a {.'h;ml:uﬁ still ad-
vocate US pullout rom the Muslim
world; withdrawal of Israel to its
pro-1967 boundaries in return for
peace; Arab and-Muslim aceeptance
ol Israel within the pre<1967 borders
and peaceful cooxistence with Israel;
wassive international investment to
end puverty in the
Muslin world; world wide return to
less state intrusion and liberal values
<y takers? Or is it that the world
is ticking forward to annihilation
and people like me who still talk of
peace and liberty are the dinosaurs
who will be the next casualties!



