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presence of LS military power,
which has also established bases
in neighbouring Central Asia,

A tailor-made opportunity has
been provided to the oppressors
of genuine freedom movements
such as in Kashmir, Palestine
and elsewhere to suppress these
by tarring them with ghe terror-
ist brush. Overnight 1he seale of
Israeli brotality has gone several
notches up and the Arab-lsrael
peace process has been finally
buried. India has lost no time in
making common cause with the
West against TIslamic militancy’
and using this bogey to isolate
and crush the Kashmir freedom
movement,

The list of targets of the anti-
terrorist campaign also includes
Iran and Iraq as part of the ‘axis
of evil' and Syria, Sudan and
Libya as part of the ‘gallery of
rogue states.” Russia has been
given a free hand in Chechnya in
return for its supportive role in
the anti-terrorism coalition,
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political paities should refrain
from exploiting  the 1rost-
September 11 policy switch for
Partisan purposes against (he ¢
eovernmemt. The plain fact is |
that in the immediate grim afrer-
math of September 1] Lerronist,
attacks, no other Bovernmenr in
phice of the Musslig gl repinge
could have acied any difterently
in the matter of o policy swirch
vis-a-vis the Taliban, India’s cur-
rent bellicosity derives parily
from Pakistan’s failure to resolve
its internal contradictions and to
present a united front,

At the same time, the govern.
ment must pursue and further
step up its drive against militang
elements in the country against
whom the authorities have
recently 1aken some tough steps
but who nevertheless remain a
potentially  disruptive force.
That some major strikes such as
the attdcks on the parliament
building in New Delhi and the
assembly building in Srinagar
may have been aimed at precipi-
tating a military clash between
India and Pakistan cannot be
ruled out. .

Improving our image abroad
depends largely on curbing reli-
gious extremism and terrorism
and tackling the perennial prob.
lem of political instability. For
the latter, the EOvernment
should go more than half way to
help conciliate the political
forces and to continue efforts to

reach a modus vivendi on the
highly controversial question of
constitutional changes.

in facing up to the Indian
hreat, Pakistan should continue

non-Afghan, Al groups must be required to rein

its policy of defusing tensions
and refraining from steps likels
10 lead to military escalation, It
should give top priori v to curb-
ing terrorism, and promoting
good governance and economic
and social betterment,

In the event of India continuing
to refuse to negotiate on a setile.
ment of Kashmir dispute accept-
able 1o the people of the held
state, Pakistan must continue its
diplomatic and political efforts
for such a settlement, without, of
course, provoking a military con-
frontation with India.

With regard to Pakistan’s rela.
tions with its strategically impor-
tant neighbour Iran, the ouster of
the Taliban order in Afghanistan
has opened the way for develop-
ing a close and trusting relation-
ship with ir. It requires a strong
political will on both sides to
build upon the identity of geo-

political interests between the
two countries without allowing
extraneous elements (including
the US factor) to weaken their
relationship. While Pakistan is
well placed to use its good offices
between the US and Iran, the lat-
ter can be helpful in smoothing
Pakistan’s relations with the
dominant Northern Alliance ele-
ments in the Kabul regime and
with certain Central Asian states,
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