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"Like the novel, the essay is a literary device for raying almost
everything about almost anything. By tradition, almost by
definition, the essay is a short piece, and is therefore
impossible to give all things full play with the limits of single
essay. Essay belongs to a literary species whose extreme
variability can be studied most effectively within a three-poled
frame of reference. There is the pole of the personal and the
autobiographical, there is the pole of objective, the factual, the
concrete particular, and there is the pole of abstract universal."
(Preface, Collected Essays)
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"Sunday clears away the rust of the whole week, not only as it

refreshes in their minds the nations of religion, but as it puts both

the sexes upon appearing in their most agreeable forms, and

exerting all such qualities as are apt to give them a figure in the eye

af the village."
(A Book of English Essays (ed W.E.Williams, p 44)
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Makhzan

Discovering the hidden treasure of Urdu Language and Literature

By: Maureen Amjad

Makhzan, which literally means ‘hidden treasure’, is all about discovering the gems
of Urdu language and literature. Published from the Quaid-e-Azam Library, it is a bi-annual
Urdu literary magazine whose editorial board consists of such renowned scholars as, Dr.
Waheed Qureshi {(who is also the editor), Intizar Hussain, Dr. Saleem Akhtar, Dr. Anwar
Sadeed, Amjad Islam Amjad, Dr. Tahir Magvi, and Dr. Shehnaz Muzammil. The board is
headed by Mr. Inayatullah, a former ambassadar.

The Board mesets every two months to discuss the matters related to the next issue and
great care is taken to sift the articles and include the very best in the magazine. The
Editorial board also holds literary gatherings and last year, under the auspices of Makhzan,
all Pakistan Urdu Conference was held in Lahore in which Urdu scholars from all the four
provinces participated. The papers read in the conference are reproduced in the 14th issue
of Makhzan.

What sets apart Makhzan from other Urdu literary magazines is the policy of not including
current fiction or poetry. The board feels that many other literary magazines are catering to
that need and thus Makhzan is basically geared towards research and literary criticism. It
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also includes candid personality profiles, excerpts from classic Urdu literature and
introduction to books and journals.

It was in the year 2001 that the Quaid-e-Azam Library started the publication of Makhzan.
However, Makhzan's love affair with the Urdu language is more than a century old.

The original Makhzan was started in the beginning of the 20th century by Sir Abdul Qadir a
widely respected patron of art & literature and a very good writer. He was passionate about
Urdu language and literature and took many pioneering initiatives to promote its cause. At
one stage when Allama Igbal wanted to give up poetry. it was Sir Abdul Qadir who
convinced him not to do so. He, moreover, persuaded Allama Igbal to to publish his first
collection of poetry ‘Bang-e-Dara” and himself wrote its preface which in itself is a beautiful
piece of prose. Makhzan was the manifestation of the devotion Sir Abdul Qadir had to the
cause of Urdu language, and was first published by him from Lahore in 1901. It soon
became one of the most esteemed magazines in the country and set a high standard for
literary magazines later followed by others. Allama Igbal, Majnoo Gorakpuri,
Rashid-ul-Khairi and Yaldram were some of the well known personalities who used to write
for Makhzan in those days. To Makhzan also goes the honour of publishing in 1903 the first
short story written in Urdu; it was written by Rashid-ul-Khairi and titled, Naseer aur
Khadija"" Igbal's famous poem Himaliya' too was first published in it. Makhzan continued to
be published for a number of years but was discontinued. Before and even after the partition
attempts were made, under different editors, to revive it but for one reason or the other
sustained publication could not be carried out. In 2000, Mr. Inayatuallah, a member of the
Quaid-e-Azam Library Board of Governors, took the initiative to re-launch Makhzan. An
editorial board was formed and Dr. Waheed Qureshi. the doyen Urdu scholars in Lahore,
agreed to become its editor. The board decided to publish the first issue exactly one
hundred years after the inception of Makhzan. Thus in 2001 Makhzan got a new lease of life
and Ferazsons, a well known publishing house, bore the printing cost of this issue. It was
well received in the literary circles and since then the Quaid-e-Azam Library publishes it
regularly after every six months.

The Quaid-e-Azam Library owns the publication rights of Makhzan and has a budget
allocation for it. Its circulation is 500 copies and is mostly distributed free of cost to various
institutions and well known scholars in Pakistan, India and around the world.

Makhzan may have changed aver time, its flavour now is different. But one persistent thread
binds it across time: it remains committed to the cause of Urdu language and continues to
be a standard magazine for those who want to savour the ‘Makhzan™ of Urdu language and
literature.

(Thanks Citizen Wise)
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