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251. National language--(1) The National language of Pakistan
is Urdu, and arrangements shall be made for its being used
for official and other purposes within fifteen years from the
commencing day.
(2) Subject to clause (1), the English language may be used
for official purposes until arrangements are made for its
replacement by Urdu.
(3) Without prejudice to the status of the National language, a
provincial Assembly may by law prescribe measures for the
teaching, promotion and use of a provincial language in
addition to the national language.
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"unless we break the very backbone of this nation, which is

the spiritual and cultural heritage, and, therefore, | propose
that we replace her old and ancient education system, her
culture, for if the Indians think that all that is foreign and
English is good and greater than their own, they will lose

their self-esteem, their native self-culture and they will
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become what we want them, a truly dominated nation.”
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"During the reign of the Maharaja, Devaputra, Kaisara
Kanishka, the son of Vajheshka, in the forty first year 41 on
the 25th day of the month Jyaishtha, this well was dug by
Dashavhara, of the peshawarian scions, in honour of his

mother and father, for the benefit of himself with his wife and
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son, for the welfare of all beings in the (various) births. And,
having written this (might there] for me---"
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"The changes produced in England by the coming of the
Mormans have probably been exaggerated, but there
produced in Punjaby and Hindi by the Muslim Army. Apart
from the incorperation of many loan words the influence was
remarkably small. Those languages remained practically
unchanged in their pronouns, verbs, numbers and

grammatical system. The chief change was in vocabularly.”
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MAKHZAN QAUMI URDU CONFERENCE
INAYATULLAH

In 1901, by starting Makhzan, an Urdu journal of great promise and repute, Sir Abdul Qadir
blazed a new trail in the Indian literary world. Such luminaries as Allama Ighal Mujnoo
Gorakpuri and Yaldram (father of famous novelist Qurratulain Haider) regularly wrote for it,
contributing poems and articles. One of Ighal's great poems titled Himala (Himalays) was
published in one of the earlier issues. Sir Abdul Qadir himself wrote essays and other features
aimed at enlightening the readers of the rapid strides being made by the western world in various
fields. Soon enough, Makhzan found a niche for itself by setting a standard for other literary
periodicals. Exactly one hundred vears later, Makhzan was published by the Quaid-e-Azam
library, located in Bagh-e-Jinnah, Lahore under the editorship of the renowned Urdu scholar Dr.
Waheed Qureshi. Its board of editors include such eminent writers as Intizar Hussain, Dr.
Saleem Akhtar, Dr. Anwar Sadeed and Amjad Islam Amjad. 12 issues of it containing a large
number of research articles, have come out so far. The journal has been hailed within the country
and abroad especially in India as a leading literary offering.

Earlier this month the Makhzan board of editors held a national conference at the Quaed-i-Azam
Library, on the place and future of Urdu in Pakistan. Mr. Muhammad Mian Soomro Chairman
Senate was the chief guest while the first session was chaired by the doyen of Urdu literary
critics Dr. Jamil Ahmad Jalibi.

Enown Urdu scholars and researchers were invited from all over the country - from Islamabad, all
the four provinces and Azad Kashmir. Mehtab Akhtar Rashdi and Dr. Jalibi represented Sindh,
Dr. Ehatir Ghaznavi and Mohsin Ehsan came from NWEFP. Mr. Abdul Hakim Baloch and Dr.
Firdos Anwar Qazi, (dean of faculty of language and literature at the University of Balochistan)
spoke for Balochistan. Azad Kashmir was represented by Zaheer Javed (son of Maulana Charagh
Hassan Hasrat) and Dr. Shaheen Mufti. Dr. Fateh Muhammad Malik, chairman of the Urdu
Language Authority could not make it because of pressing official engagements but sent a paper
for the conference. His paper was read by a renowned Urdu writer Dr. Saleem Akhtar. Dr. Attash
Durrani a leading specialist at the Urdu Language Authority, read his masterly research paper
on Urdu, information technology and media. Dr. Shahzad Ahmad expressed his views on Urdu and
the new knowledge. Dr. Anwar Sadeed made a scholarly presentation on Urdu in Punjab. Dr.
Sohail Ahmad, dean of the faculty Govermment College Lahore University also addressed the
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conference.

The most noticeable and gratifving feature of the conference presentations was that scholars
coming from different parts of the country laid the claim that their respective province was the
birth place of Urdu. In this connection the findings of the paper-writers from Sindh, NWFP and
Punjab were amply backed by credible evidence.

Dr. Khatir Ghaznavi for instance elaborately established that the origin of Urdu can be traced to
Hindkoe.

Rashdi referred to Suleman Nadiv's research and Pir Hisamuddin Rashdi's conclusion that
Urdu's formative phase directly related to Sindh, after the arrival of Muslims. She mentioned the
holding of festivals in Khairpur and Larkana celebrating the hirth of Urdu. I consider, said
Mehtah that Urdu was in the "Khameer” of Sindh and presently is a part of its "Zameer.” Dr.
Anwar Sadeed, an acknowledged literary critic, cited research findings of scholars establishing
that the origins of Urdu were to be found in the Punjab. He especially focused on the well known
master study undertaken by Professor Muhammad Shirani. Dr. Fateh Muhammad Malik was of
the view that Urdu was a refined form of Punjabi. (His remarks about the Indian Punjab’s advocacy
for the propagation of the Punjabi language for use in schools and for other purposes in Pakistan
Punjab was not liked by a section of the audience). Dr. Shahzad stressed the need for narrowing
the gap between the strides made in various fields of knowledge and Urdu. He pleaded for the

transfer of new knowledge in our languages with special reference to technical terms.

Dr. Attash Durrani's research paper evoked a lot of interest and applause. His contributions as a
senior functionary in the Urdu Language Authority include the transformation of Microsoft
Windows XP and office 2003 into Urdu. You won't need Roman script, any more for the website or
Email for Urdu, he claimed. Out of 4000 languages world wide, only 26 are being used on the
internet and Urdu is now one of them. An automatic translation system too is under preparation.
Dr. Sohail Ahmad Khan dilated on the rapidly declining book reading habits amongst the new

generation and how this deficiency can be met keeping in view the demands of the changing times.

Mr. Muhammad Mian Soomro Chairman Senate, in his inaugural address, acknowledged the
status of Urdu as the national language. As head of the Senate, he represents the federation of
Pakistan. Most welcome was his promise to personally help implementation of the constitutional
provision that asks for the enforcement of Urdu as the official language of Pakistan. Here it may
be appropriate to reproduce article 251 of the Constitution:

"National Language:-(1) The National language of Pakistan is Urdu, and arrangements shall be
made for its being used for official and other purposes within fifteen years from the commencing

day.

{2) Subject to clause (1), the English language may be used for official purposes until
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arrangements are made for its replacement by Urdu.

(3) Without prejudice to the status of the national language, a Provincial Assembly may by law
prescribe measures for the teaching, promotion and use of a Provincial language in addition to
the national language.”

No one in this day and age, can underestimate the importance of English as the international
language of diplomacy science, economics and media. Its acquisition is of great value and
advantage. And there should no let up in teaching this global vehicle of communication. At the
same time the importance and status of a national language has to be fully acknowledged. Urdu is
a rich language and is growing all the time. It has the resilience and capacity to cope with the new
challenges and move with the times. Yes, the gaps between it and the rapidly increasing new ideas

and burgeoning communication technologies has to be filled in with speed and competence.

Urdu is widely spoken and understood all over the country. In what constitutes Pakistan today all

its parts are keen to claim its origin as mentioned above with reference to the scholars’ findings.

If Japan, Korea, Russia and China can make phenomenal progress in all spheres of life using
their own languages for instruction, administration and scientific research and technology, there
is mo reason not to use and adopt Urdu for official and other purposes. It is nmot generally
understood that Urdu (spoken and understood as it is all over the country), by becoming the
official language, will contribute a great deal towards strengthening of the federation.

According to our Constitution Urdu was to start being used as an official language by the year
1988, It is now 34 years and we are still dilly-dallying with the constitutional imperative.

Appropriately the conference recommended that the Urdu must be enforced as the official
language without any delay. It appreciated the prime minister’s committee's observations in this
respect.

Promotion and use of Urdu by no means will result in adversely affecting the importance and value
of the regional and provincial language. We should be proud of having them and must work for
their development. Fortunately Urdu and all our regional or provincial languages have a common
script.

These wonderful instruments of communication together serve to enrich our culture. We must
recognize the need for unity in diversity.

(The Nation, May 12,2007)
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