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"This paper is popular among the Muhammadans. and is
disliked by the Hindus, It is a well conducted paper, influence
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"He was a frequent contributer to the observer and once, when

the editor of the paper was away to India, he edited it. He also
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Calentta court ol sessions. whe had been brought down 1o town from
distance. that he and other witnesses had been starving for three davy,
the weekly characterises the law as unjust enough which Fequires poor
peaple to come such long distances away lram their homes and work:
and adds that it is much worse to pav them only a rupce each
altopether for the Tortnight, they have been in attendance to drag on
their existence. The code of eriminal procedure makes it optional with
the eourt to grant or refuse subsistence allowance: and witnesses
belonging to the labouring classes are paid at the rate of 2 annas
per-day, the rate being much lower than even the minimum wages in
the country™, The paper continues: "It gocs without saving that this
liberal scale makes no allowance for the fact that a labourer has also to
support his wife and children, whom he has left behind at home, sut of
his daily wages. Then, as regards the traveling expenses of withesses, il
there happens to be railway communication. he is entitled to the lowesi
Class fave, If there is a waterway, he may get something as boat fare,
But where he has to walk long distances, he gets nothing towards the
cxpense ol his journey. All this seems to us to be the result of

"misguided economy" which only warks appression on the poor
without benefiting the state in any manner. There is mueh scope for
economy in other directions, and compensation to witnesses on a

reasonable scale would not appreciably add to our financial

difficulties" 9
#94
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"NMuast often we do not wish to vefer to any particular place - it is not

the rules that gall the people so much as the way in which they are

enforeed. 1t must be confessed that the Fault lies mostly with some of

our own countrymen in subordinate official capacities, and it is their

daings that are responsible for the bitter feeling, suspicions, misery

and bloodshed that ensue the alfrays that occur in consequence of the

harsh enforcement of plagoe rules. We have been inlormed - and one's

bload curdles as one listens (o such information - that even in the very

jaws of death some people think no evil too serious to be refrained

from and all sorts of misdemeanours, from illegal exactions and

extortions, to inhuman insults on the honours of families, may be

ohserved in or about infected places. When ever any disturbances

oceur, we think inguiries as to their ringleaders may, with advantage,

embrace investigation inte the problem of plague riois with special

rut'un:ncu to this latter head as well."'FA
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A overy telling instance ol the hardships to which erown witnesses are

put throovgh the indiscriminate, and some times oppressive, procedure

ol legal tribunals in summoning them to their presence is given by the

alentta Weekly Notes, piving the paper an occasion 1o draw attention

to the question as 4 whale referring to the statement of a witness in the
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“Twa of the principal questions agitated by the Congress in fact, really

and strictly speaking, the two real canses of its existence — are (a) the

introduction of representative elective element into the Indian

Legislutive Couneils and (b) the vecruiting for all departments of

public service, by means of open competition in India, Now these are

twa greal barriers which prevent the Mussalmans {rom taking a share
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"The Congress is to be held this year at Calcutta once more and
preparations for it have already commenced. Efforts to secure
Muhammadan members for the Congress have begun as usoal, but the
resulis may be safely prophesied. It is not at all likely that the
propaganda wonld gain in strength so far as Mussalmans are
concerned. The faet that Muhammadans as a body have nothing to do
with the Congress is freely admitted by all sensible Congressmen, who
are averse to making any desperate efforts to induce Mussalmans to
join the movement. They know full well that getting a handful of
Mussalmans in a meeting consisting of hundreds of delegates and
thousands of visitors, to represent a community numbering millions of
men. makes the movement ridiculous ...... In Calentta as well as other
important places the congress will fare just as it did at Lahore in 1893
and in 1900, It will secure a small number of honest but misguided
adherents from among Muhammadans, a few malcontents thinking
themselves inadequately honoured in their ewn community and
secking fictitious importance amongst a rival one and a number of
hirclings always ready to sell themselves to the best bidder, going as
easily to the Congress as to the Anti-Congress camp. There are some
who hold independent views on most things and believe that
Mussalmans shouold constantly represent their grievances to
Government, il they are to secure anything from it, but even they are
now inclining to the belief that even for this purpoese exertions
independent of the Congress are required "
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further the attitnde of indifference which has hitherte been the
characteristic Teature ol our political policy, The desire Tor a pelitical
organization lias arisen amongst a considerable portion of our people
and is. on the whole. an increasing one. Let us lead this new current
into proper channels now, lest it should, in the end, get too strong to be
managed and our very inaction be the cause of its drifting towards the
National Congress. Such a result is one devoutly to be avoided as the
Congress principles ignore the interests of the minorities and its
methods of working retain within it suspicion of mischiel. We would
therefore, be false to our sentiments of loyaltly towards our great
rulers as well as false to ourselves if we were not. 50 to speak, (o take
the bull by the horn and te control and guide the political current
which: we find. has been set in motion amongst our co-religionists by
the exirencies of the times,

"As to the aims which this political institution of ours should

keep before its eyes and to the achievement of which its energies should
be devoted there can be no two opinions. To maintain and strengthen
the existing feeling of loyalty towards the British Raj amongst the
Mussalmans of India and to protect and promote their political
interests will, no doubt, be the two great objects of its existence, when it
has assumed a definite shape.

"As regards its constitution, we are of opinion that its
foundation ground should be of the form of the M.A.O. Defence
Association of old, improved upon and altered in order to meet present
wants and to carry strength and weight. And we venture to suggest
that some such plan as we now proceed to sketch should be adopted.

Every large Indian town should have a political association to consist

of as large a number ol its leading Muhammadan inhabitants as well
as those of its surrounding ilaga as possible with the usual compliment
ol office-bearers and Executive Committees, & c. Over and above.
these each province should have a Provineial Council to consist of the
leading members of the head-quarters association and either the
Presidents and Secretaries, ex-officio, of all the Mofassil Anjumans

affiliated to the Council or a certain number of representative

i that political movement. The Cangress resolutions (qua thest 1wo
greal aims of its supporters make no allowance whatever for the
backward condition of the Indian minorities. A peneral system of
clection and competition without any regard to the interests of the
Mussalmans would - as has been amply demonstrated by hard
cxpericnee --- result in our co-religionists being placed at serious
disadvantage in Boards, Councils and the public service. If the
congress leaders are sincere in their professions of good faith towards
the Mussalmans. let them modify their resolutions with repard to these
two important matters, so as to give to the Mussalmans their due share
un representative governing bodies as well as in the public service.

"These wre some of the reasons which lead us to the conclusion that,
under the existing circumstances, we cannot join the congress camp

and we must therefore have a political organization of our own",

"Having discussed some of the main reasons why we consider
it. under the existing circumstances, impossible for our co-religionists
to join hands with the Congress, we proceed now to state what, in our
judgment. the principal leatures of our national pelitical organization
onght to be. OF the necessity of starting a political organization of our
own, there can. we venture to think, be no reasonable doubt in the
minds of all intelligent readers. We have already given, as briefly as
prossible, some of the chiel reasons which have led us to form this
opinion in this respect, We have pﬂfllll'.ll'.'l‘.l out that there are various
important political problems which call for action at our hands, that if
it way considered essential to start the M.A.O. DEFENCE association
during the lifetime of Sir Syed Ahmed Khan, his death itsclf coupled
with tther changes of circumstances and the birth of new political
problems have made it of paramount importance for the Mussalmans
to have o proper organization of their own in order to ventilate their
feeling and represent their needs in the most constitutional way
passible. There is another reason why we condider such a step an
essential one - a reason on which we desire to lay a greai deal of stress.
Miter a carelul study of the political mind of oor co-religionists during

the last live years, we consider it absolutely unsafe to prolong any




Proviocial or National or hoth as may be considered necessary, hy
means of respectfully written re-presentations, open agitation or the
holding of Annual Political Congresses being avoided, On questions of
exceptional difficulty or national importance arising the National
Council shall, however. have the power, alter taking the opinion ol the
various Provineial Councils, of summoning a General Conference of
the Mussalmans of India in order (o discuss such guestions,

"There can be obsolutely no objection, either theoretical or
practival, against our starting a political organization with the aims
and methods of working such as the above. 1T Principal Theodore
Morison or :Ian_\' one else, no matter who he may be, is doubtful of the
advisability of founding such a loval, representative and effective
organization as supgested above. the writer of these articles. who bows
to none either in his deep-felt lovalty towards the British crown or his
sincere advocacy of interests of his co-relipionisis. is, for one. convinced
that the existence of such an organization will be a source of strength to
the Empire and ol infinite useflulness to our community. 1t is a most
workable scheme, simple and not in the least costly of maintenance.
And il any of our readers were to ask what name are we to give to this
National Organization, we would suggest that any of the following
names could be most suitable:

I'he Muohammadan Patriotic League
OR

Ihe Indian Muslim Patriotic League" P
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The Mail Dispute in Turkey (18th May. 1901); Bishop Weldon on
Native Religion (1ML Julv, 1901 ); The Caliphate (7th September.
L9011y Vicerov's Inaugural Address at the Educational Conference
(ldth Scptember, 1901y The Coming Madras Muhammadan
Fduecational Conlerence (18th September, 1901); The Hedjaz Railway
P28t Seprember. 1901): The Late Amir Abdur Rehman of Afghanistan
(12th October, 1901 ): Commissions in Civil Saits (19th October, 19013

Coovernment and the National Congress (22nd April, 1903); Kashmir

sentlemen to be elected by such associations to represent them on the
council. For facility of working, the Provincial Council should have an
Fxecutive Committee consisting of representative Muhammadan
gentlemen nominated by the Council who should be residing either at
the head-quarters or within easy reach of the Provincial Capital. Over
and sibove, these Provincial Councils there should be a National
Council to consist of a definite number of gentlemen to represent each
province who should be elected by their respective Provincial Council,
the President and the Secretary of cach Council to be amongst them.
Vhe National Council so constituted will eleet its own President and
secretary and should ordinarily meet once a vear at the town where
the Educational Conference sittings may be held. The election to the
National and Provincial Council should be a periodical one. A
nel-work of representative bodies such as the one sketched above will
be regarded by every one as a truly representative organization of the
Muhammadan community in India and will, in cons¢quence, carry
proper weight and prestipe,

As regards its method of working., All matters of town-politics

will. ol conrse be within the sole cognizanee of each Association or
Anjuman, unless it deems fit to consult the Provincial Council in the
matter before it. All questions of purely provincial importance should
be within the exclusive jurisdiction ef the Provincial Couneil which
should have the power, whenever necessary, to invite the opinion of the
National Council on such important questions as it may consider
essential. The Provincial Council may be moved in any matter cither
by any of its members or by any of the Associations attached to it
Finally, it will be for the National Council to consider and decide upon
all matters of general national importance to which its attention may
e drawn either by any one or more of its members or by any of the
Provincial Councils,

"The Apjumans and Councils, will, without doubt. have to
discuss and take action on a variety of matters. Some of these will be
matters which it will be necessary to bring to the notice of

Government. This should ordinarily be done by the Councils,
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“The resction of the Indian Muslims towards the scheme of Electoral
college was extremely adverse. The Observer characterised the scheme,
as a4 "FLAGRANT VIOLATION" of an agreed principle and a
"WEAK CONCESSION TO AGITATORS' which betrayed the hope

ol the "Loyval and less demonstractive classes of the people"
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Modern Muslim India and The Birth of Pakistan, by 5.M. lkram, Lahare, Sh.
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I The Punjab Press, 1880-1905, By N.Gerald Barrier, University of Missauri,
Columbia, 1970. P.101,
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* The Muslim niversity Editorial,

o An Open Letter From Aftab Ahmad Khan (o Members of the Muslim University
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"Ali Imam was |ater charged with "Betrayal of Muhammadan
interests” by the Observer of Lahore™ M
"The Observer of Lahore considered Ali Imam's performance at
the Bihar Conference a "Betrayal of Muslim interests™ and
declared that any Muslim who opposed the demand for
exclusive "Separate Electorates” for the Muslims voiced "no
views but his own and is a traitor to the national cause” 2
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b Muohammadans and the Bombay Government, by Maulbvi Rafi ud dinAhmad (Speech) 1

Observerz oth July, 19140,

¥ Sved Amir Ali on the Muslim Leapue,
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= The ANl India Muslin by Mehammad Yusaf Khan,
Observer: 2nd February, 1916.
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Evelution of-Muslim Palitical Thought in India; From Syed to the
Emergence of Jinnah, by AM. Zaidi. Indian Institute of Applied Political
Research, New Delhi, 1975 Vol1, page 167
From consultation to confrontation, page 112, Observer's comment =
quoted in the Times of India Mail. 1st May 1909
From consultation to confrontation, page 117, Observer's comment 3
guoted in the Times of India Mail. 1st May 1909
Maodern Muslim India and the Birth of Pakistan, page 409
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Workshop on Conducting Survey Research

Conducted by:  Prof. Dr. Mumtaz Anwar . _ 1 .
= - Dept. of Lib. & Information Science, Kuwait University, Kuwait

Collaboration: LIMA i
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Seminar: Librarianship in Europe

Presided by: Mr. M.D.Choudhry, Sec. B.O.G. Quaid-e-Azam Library Lahore.
Chief Guest: Mr, Josef Bornhorst, Direcior Goethe Institute, Karachi,

Speakers: Mr. Muhammad Ajmal Khan, Mr. Khalid Mahmood and
Ms. Kanwal Ameen
Moderator: Muhammad Haroon Usmani
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Seminar: Toni Morrison
Perspective an some of her works
{Jazz & The Bluest Eye)
Presided by: Prof. Dr. Nasim Riaz Butt, Ex Chairman English Dept.
University of the Punjab, Lahore
Speakers: 1. Prof. Dr. Waseem Anwar
Chairperson, English Dept. Govt. College University Lahore.
2. Ms. Saira Fatima Doger
Lecturer, English Dept. Govt. College University Lahore.
Moderator: Ms, Ayesha Sajjad Khawaja
Lecturer, English Dept. Govt. College University, Lahore.
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