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"The problem of evil is an integral part of every

philosophical system and anyone who tries to give a

world-view has to consider a number of very important and

fundamental questions about it.What is evil? what is its

nature? Is evil real or only an unreal appearance ,caused

by man's narrow vision and lack of undertaking of ultimate

reality?If evil is real what is its source? what is its value in

the scheme of things."1
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personalities like Sir Syed Ahmad Khan and Sir Abdul Qadir.

The two journals are Tahzibul Akhlag and Makhzan now
appearing in their revived form under the editorship of Professor Abul
Kalam Qasim and Dr. Waheed Qureshi.

In fact, it is more because of their glamorous past that | feel
tempted to talk about them. But let me not mix them up. So at the
moment | will talk about Makhzan. | will talk about the past and present
of Tahzibul Akhlag later. Fr

Makzan was a venture of Sheikh Abdul Qadir, who had conceived
it as a purely literary journal devoted to the cause of Urdu. It made its
appearance at the advent of the twentieth century and soon turned into
a leading literary journal of its time. It had the privilege of having Allama
Igbal and Maulana Zafar Ali Khan, as its permanent contributors. Sheikh
Muhammad Ikram was its assistant editor.

The journal flourished as a leading literary magazine for a decade
or so and then closed. But after the emergence of Pakistan it was
revived under the editorship of Maulana Hamid Ali Khan. Again it did not
last long.

The journal, which was born at the start of the twentieth century,
was revived once again at the turn of the twenty first century, It was
during 2001 that the Quaid-e-Azam Library took the initiative to revive it.
An editorial board headed by Mr. Inayatullah, who in fact is the moving
spirit behind this project, was formed and Dr. Waheed Qureshi was
appointed its editor.

Makhzan, which was originally a monthly, has this time been
conceived as a bi-annual. | have before me the later issue of 2002,
which has come out in 2003. Among the contents is an article about
Bhartari Hari, which tempts one to talk about.

Bhartari Hari is one of the poets of ancient India, who was a
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MAKHZAN AND BHARTARI HARI
Sometime back, | received two Urdu journals, one from Aligarh and the
other from my own city Lahore, both carrying with them a history of

literary journalism now hallowed because of its association with



different languages of the world, including Urdu.

Akhtar Shumar in his article is chiefly concerned with the Urdu
translations of the poet. In his survey he has discussed the translations
made by Gori Shankar Lal and Krish Chaudhary. | will like to add a few
more names to this brief list. First and foremost is lgbal, who has
translated him both in Urdu and Persian Bang-i-Dara includes a poem
titled Aftab, which is a translation from Bhartari's Gaetri Mantra. In
Javaid Nama we come across couplets which are, as mentioned there,
translations from Bhartari. Asar Lukhnavi too has translated a few
ashloks from him.

More recent are the translations by Intizaruddin Khan. These
translations have been presented volume title, Shair-i-Azam Bhartari
Hari.

Bhartari Hari is chiefly known as a poet. But in addition he also
enjoys the reputation of a philosopher-poet, who, though a king, had
also gained a high place in the tradition of Faqr, which Bhartari himself
will like to call Sanyas.

Intizar Hussain, Point of view

Dawn Magazine 13th April 2003

ALL ABOUT BOOKS AND MAGAZINES

It is all about books and magazines this time. First, about
Makhzan whose very mention brings to mind the name of Sir Abdul
Qadir. It was he who started this highly rated literary journal in April
1901 and kept it going till 1910. | had some bound copies in the library
inherited from my father but these were borrowed by a famous literary
figure of the country and, as usual, never returned. | remember having
seen contributions in it by a plain Abdul Qadir and someone called

Muhammad Igbal.

source of inspiration for Igbal. Apart from his couplet, which translated
in Urdu makes the title line in Bal-i-Jibreel, the poet also makes an
appearance in Javaid Nama and wins glowing tribute from Igbal.

However, the poet has not been able to attract much attention
from Igbal scholars. But if we know very little about him it is not solely
because of the Igbal scholar's indifference to him. In fact, very little is
known about this poet. His whole life is wrapped in mystery. This is
what has been discussed in the article included there. The writer is
Akhtar Shumar, who, while surveying Urdu translations of Bhartari's
verse, has painstakingly dug out a few facts about his life. But they are
legends rather than facts.

Akhtar Shumar deserves praise for his labour. But the
biographers, from whom he has benefited, seem to have derived much
of their information from a work of fiction, where Bhartari makes his
appearance as a fictional character. This work is Baital Pachchisi.

It forms part of Katha Sarit Sagar, a work of fiction running into
nine volumes. But it at the same time enjoys an independent position. It
was rendered into Urdu under the auspices of the Fort William College.
In this katha Bhartari Hari has been presented as a Raja ruling
Dharangar, which in some other versions has been described as Ujjain.
He is the son of Raja Gandharav Sain and the younger brother of
Vikramajit.

But there is no mention of him being a poet. Betrayed by his
consort he loses interest in all things worldly. He abdicates, turns a
sanyasi, and goes into the woods.

So the real man is lost in legend and tales. But his verse is there.
As Akhtar Shumar tells us, there exist three collections of his verse
known as Shringar Shatah, Niti Shatah, Vairag Shatah. This verse

carrying with it the quality of universality has been translated in



- conversant with the new words of command, nor was it proper to put
me through the drill during the last years of my service, yet the parades
went on as usual. | don't think the new words of command created any

farcical situation. :
ASHFAQUE NAQVI
Lahore Literary Scene
Daily Dawn 5-7-03
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Many years later, a magazine with the same name came out
under the editorship of Hafeez Jallandhri but could net survive. |t was
again revived in the 1940s under the editorship of Maulana Hamid Ali
Khan but had to close down as the Maulana accepted an offer from
Maktaba-i-Franklin and took over its reins. It now goes to the credit of
the Quaid-e-Azam Library for reviving Makhzan once again. It was in
2001 that they produced the magazine as a six monthly publication. On
top of it, they induced a person of the caliber of Dr. Waheed Qureshi to
assume its editorship and gave him a panel of eminent writers on the
editorial board. A detailed history of the Makhzan has already been
published in the second issue of the magazine produced by the library.

The latest issue of Makhzan has some interesting articles. One is
a research piece by Dr. Akhtar Shumar on the poetry of the legendary
Bhartarihari, which impressed even Allama Igbal. Another is a
personalized sketch of Prof. Muhammad Hassn-al-Azmi Al-Azhari by
Muhammad Hamza Faroogi and a long, autobiographical article by the
renowned artist, Aslam Kamal.

An article by my Model Town fried, Dr. Daud Rahbar, on the
'flavour' of Urdu, is also interesting to read. He quotes his younger
brother, Muhammad llyas, who had joined the Pakistan Air Force, as
having told him that the service had once adopted Urdu words of
command for parade which not only created a lot of confusion but also
led to a mushaira like situation on the parade ground. This has come to
me like something of a news. llyas and | have been together in the PAF
for years and | never heard of any such incident. llyas died many years
ago. It was only after | returned from deputation in Saudi Arabia and
was posted at the PAF Base, Sargodha in 1974, that | came to know that
the parade was being conducted in Urdu. Although my base

commander excused me from attending those parades as | was not
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